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Costello spur for St Mary’s win

NOT so long ago Victor Cos-
tello was informed by the
Irish management that inter-
national football required an
80-minutes player. The dy-
namic number cight was told
to shape up with his attitude
towards fitness or ship out.

Al that stage Costello
Em.m,ﬂ: have been criticised for
being less mature than other
players around him and no
one really knew how he
would react in the face of
what was a public humili-
aton.

The Irish  management
made little effort to spin a
yam. Costello was out be-
cause he didnt train hard
enough.

Mow there is little doubt about
the former Blackrock student’s
motivalion, Two tries and a prob-
able third before referce David
McHugh awarded a first half pen-
alty try_to St Mary's capped off

what coach Steve Henessy de-
seribed as an “awesome™ perfor-
mance from the Irish number
eight.

Combining Costello’s forceful
input with the predatory instincis
of flankers Trevor Brennan and
Mark Cuddihy and an impressive
tight five, 51 Mary's won Lhis
game al a camter against a lighter
and  relatively  inexperienced
Blackrock side,

“1 think the First half; where we
mﬂ three tries against the strong

recze and up the hill, was where
the game was kinda won — pro-
vided we kept the ball ahead of
the pack in the second half.” said
Hennessy.

“Oince we allowed the pack to
go forward after the break, we
knew the scores would come. It
was that platform we built in the
first half off set pieces that won us
the game.” :

It was Costello who emerged tn-
umphantly after just five minutes
when lan Bloomer collected from
a 5t Mary's lincout and the pack
powered their way over the
Blackrock line.

ST MARY'S .....oovsnvsrenns 38
BLACKROCK ........oovees 11

Johnny Watterson

From the same position in the
right hand corner 19 minutes later
it was ﬁ:mﬁ_:._m. who apportunisti-
cally pounced in a Blackrock
lineout. The hall was tapped back
into the Blackrock zone but it was
the back row who rammed his way
through to take the touch.

Two earlier penalties from
Blackrock full-back Brain Carey
left the score at 10-6 before Kevin
Nowlan spilled the ball coming
inte the 5t Mary's line and the
speedy  Aidan  Guinan  kicked
ahesd to beat the covering Ray
Mellreavy to possession, That was
in the 28th minute for 10-11 and
was te be the visitors last score of
the game.

The match by then had a certain
inevitability as 5t Mary's sct the
tempo and shaped the flow. Supe-
riority in the set pieces was partic-
ularly striking, culminating in the

nalty try from a set scrum
ﬂ:n_._.u.mn:ﬂ. 5t Mary's into half-
time 17-11 ahead.

“The pack played very well and
obviously Victor was awesome
today,” said Hennessy,

“It took two or three guys to
look after him. I think there was a
big improvement from the back
line today and to be honest we've
been a bit disappointed in their
play over the last few games but
the last try today from Peter Mc-
Kennza was a nice try. We've been
working hard on that all season
and it hasn't been coming off.”

As the pitch cut up Blackrock
floundered more and when Carey
hobbled off on the hour adding to
a _np.ﬁ:.namumm jury list which in-
cluded outhalf Alan McGowan, 5t
Mary's sensed their opponents’
vulnerability.

Costello added his second try in
the usual way, bursting from the
fringe of a scrum. - The pack

ushed Blackrock towards their

ine before winger Paddy Lane fed

off & Guinan [umble on the
ground and kicked ahead to pick
up at his leisure for 29-11.

McKenna's final score was a
brash final flourish, typical of a
side in full swing and playing with
soari confidence,  Bursting
through a Blackrock fracture, he
galloped away untouched for his
side’s sixth try of the game, ?

The win puws St Manv's in
fourth position with =ix pames
played; Blackrock, with the same
number under their belt, sit third
from the bottom; Terenure, with
two games in hand, and Galwe-
mEE with one, occupy.the two

ottom slots.

Scoring Sequence: | mit B Carey panalty,
04, 5: W Costalio by, 5-3; 18 Casey panally,
£ 23: M Cuddiby Iry, 10-5, 28: A Gusan Iry, 10-
11, 37: panaity-iry, F Campon comersicn, 17-
11, B4V Coatalia ey, 2211, B6 P Lana iy, F
_m_mzﬁ.oa COMvEraIon, 29-11 F MeXenna iy 34-

ST MARY'S: K Maw .an: J McWearay, P M-
Karna. A Mclireavy, P "ana; £ on.
McGunness (capl: J Maher, P Smylh, P Coysa,
& deneson, | mes, T Brernan, M Cuddiny, W
Costeio. Replacements: E far Caoylg [44
mins; D Bourka far Bloomer (60 mnsf;, G Chann
dor Brenrsn (B0 mna)

BLACKROCK: 8 Carey; A Guinan, E Rchin-
sor, M Aoche, T Healing; N OFDonowvan, N
Aazal: M Cufe, 5 Byre ﬁnu:. P Jordan, R
Casiry, H Kos, R Whesier, A Lawior, L Cullan
Replacamants. D Johnson for Caney (B0 minsj;
D Haesat! for Kos (60 mins).

Referaa: U{n_q_rﬂz._r-_h:.r_n&




Costello drives St Mary’s on to victory

Grant Robbins

5t Mary's College ...cvvisssssrens 33
Blackrock College.....cccommmaiae 11

IN a match both sides were des=
perate to win, something had o
give. It was Blackrock College
who cracked, comprehensively
outplayed by St Mary's at Tem-
pleville Road yesterday, going
down to their fourth consecutive
AlB League defeat.

Six tries to one on a day of
high winds and atrocious under-
footr conditions tells its own story
and St Mary’s, having themselves
suffered three defears from the
first five played o lie halfway
down the table, will have
regained much confidence,

Confidence was a word fixed
on by St Mary's coach Steve
Hennessy afterwards. “This was

win-or-bust for us,” he pro-
nounced. “We have been drifting
this scason. But our preparation
was good in the run-up and Vic-
tor Costello and Peter Smyth, the
former Blackrock hooker, rein-
forced our self-belief. Today,
they were both exceprional and
chiefly responsible for our for-
ward ascendancy.”

For Kevin West's Blackrock, a
season which offered so much
promise has suffered too many
serious fissures lately. Thére was
much honest endeavour and
some slick handling but bad
defence cost Rock this . crucial
game. :

It was at the coalface that St
Mary's turned the screw, partic-
ularly in the second half, and
ultimately wrested the contest
away from the lighrweight Black-
rock pack. In fairness, the heavy
overnight rains had left the pitch

waterlogged and it was only after
some excellent groundwork by
the local staff that the match got
underway at all.

Hennessy was quick to reflect
on this: “Both 225 were glue-
pots. It was exrremely difficulr 1o
play any flowing rugby, hence
our decision to revert to a ten-
man game in the second period
and it paid off.”

Blackrock were given a poor
platform and with Nicky Assaf
providing a slow service from the
scrum, it was small wonder that
Niall O'Donovan found it diffi-
cult to give his line impetus.

From St Mary's, it was text-
book stuff. They turned round
17-11 ahead, recovering from
two early Brian Carey penalties
to turn up the heat and roast the
opposition.  Costello and Mark
Cuddihy benefitted with a well-
worked ry apiece, while referce,

David McHugh also awarded
them a penalry try.

St Mary's had so much of the
play in the first half thar they
ought to have been away over the
horizon. But they are prone to
switch off mentally — and so it
proved.

Kevin Nowlan, the interna-
tional full-back, lost his bearings
and his ham-fisted atempt to
locate Paddy Lane was inter-
cepted by Ray Mcllreavy. The
centre’s hack ahead was retrieved
by Aidan Guinan, who crashed
over to claw back some of the
advantage.

In contrast, the second perod
offered Blackrock scant consola-
tion. St Mary's began to better
utilise the dynamism of Costello
off the base of the scrum and
Blackrock needed three or four
men 1o stop the punishing No 8,
and the gaps opened up.

Finally, the St Mary's scrum
had found irself. The back row
started punching forward, the
defence bared its teeth and
turned the opposition owver.
Blackrock were left clinging on.

Midway through the second
period, St Mary's cut loose. First
Costello, with his second try from
an eight-man shove, then Lane
and finally Peter McKenna
touched down, embellishing a
margin of victory which could
have been far greater.
5L Mary's Collega: K Mowlan; J McWeanay, P
McKanna, A Mcliraavy, P Lane; F Campion, G
McGainness (capt; J Maher, P Smyth, P Cayle
{E Byma 44); S Jamesan, | Blaomer (D Burka
60) T Beonnan (G Cuinn B0, V Coslalo, M
Cuddihy.

Blackrock College: B Carey (D Johnson B8 &
Gumnan, E Robinson, M Roche, T Keating; M
OrDonavan, N Assaf; M Cufla, 5 Byme (capt), P
Jordan; R Casey, H Koz (D Hackslt 60); R
Whaelar, L Cullen, R Lawdor.

Referea: D McHugh [MFU).




