St Mary’s back on track with vital victory

Kieran Rooney
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ST MARY'S managed just

one try and were on the back
foot for practically all of the
second half at Templeville Road
yesterday but this was righly
seen as a huge victory in their
bid to make the AIB League
play-ofTls,

Ahead 13-0 at the interval,
they looked like coasting to vic-
tory. Instead, it was Young
Munster -who took contrel in
the second half, forcing St
Mary's to defend desperately in
the closing stages. At the finish,
St Mary's were relying on sheer
character. If it wasn't the most
flowing of matches for Irish
coach Brian Ashton to view, 5t
Mary's skipper Steve Jameson
described it as superb lo play in,

“We did our best to lose it
after dominating the first half,
And at the end of the day the
pack had to dig very deep,”
insisted Jameson, *1 asked the
pack for 100 per cent end that's
what 1 got. Young Munster are
a very spirited side and they
came back well but this victory
was about the sheer heart
shown by our pack.”

Mot surprisingly, given the
fierce rivalry between the two
sides, the game refersed by
South Africa’s Andre Watson
had it"s fair share of flare-ups
but it never really got out of
hand. Irish coach Brian Ashton

must have been impressed with
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try by Denis Hickie. ¥

Switched to his international
spot on the left-wing, Hickie
took a pass from centre Gareth
Gannon to race 20 metres into
the corner. Out-half Fergal
Campion’s conversion gave St
Mary's their 13-0 advantage
two minutes before the break.

Campion, who had landed
two earlier penalties, wasted a
good opportunity to put 16
points between the sides just
before the break. Still, with S5t
Mary's well in control, it ha
seemed to matter. .

. But Young Munster took
control as mistakes crept into St
Mary's game and the Limerick
side were rewarded with a try
from prop Des Clohessy 19
minutes afler the break. Out-
half Stephen Tuchy's conver-
gion reduced the deficit to 13-7,

Although St Mary's brought
on international scrum-half
Conor McGuinness and Lein-
ster flanker Trevor Brennan as
substitutes, the opportunity was
now there for Young Munster
to go on and win the game.
That they didn't was down to
their inability to translate
intense late pressure inio scores
and some hercic St Mary's
defence.

No one waz better than
flanker Mark Cuddihy. He
made a series of great tackles,
including one which stopped
Young Munster full-back Peier
Boland from breaking through.
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- .Two to one: Steve hMolver and Andrew
. Browmies at Castle Avenus.

Con bounce back to form

Cork Constitution 28
Lansdowne 19

A HIGHLY relieved Cork Con
did just about enocugh to eam a
vital two points in. this mid-ta-
ble clash when they held out in
a heart-stopping five minutes of
injury time against a Lans-
downe side who looked but a
pale shadow of the team which
stopped Shannon in their tracks
last week. :

Lansdowne looked disorga-
nised in the first half as relent-
less Con pressure yielded a
brace of early penalties for out-
half Roman O'Gara and
although Kurt McQuilkin
dropped a 15th minute goal, the
home side dominated the first
half.

The surprise was that they
had only one try to show,
flanker Gerry Murray taking
the advantage of a neat break
by O'Gara after 20 minutes to
touch down, with O'Gara kick-
ing his third penalty fifteen min-
utes later.

But in one of Lansdowne's
few coherent moves, out-hall
Richard Coveney set up Marcus
Dillon and the winger did the
rest, full-back Rory Kearns
adding the points to leave it
16-10 st the interval. Boosted
by the try, Lansdowne opened
the second half more purpose-
fully and two penalties from
Kearns levelled affairs ten min-
utes into the half before Con
began to reassert themselves.,

O’'Gara kicked his fourth
penalty and some strong pres-
sure yielded a penalty try which
the out-half converted ten min-
utes from time. With Lans-
downe reduced to 14 men after
hooker Cormac Egan was sin-
binned for deliberate offside,
the outcome looked inevitable.

But Egan’s return put on the

ressurc and five Imyi:dutg _;:‘
njury time were pla insi
the Con 22, with Lﬁc home side
desparately hanging out for vic-
tory after Kearns kicked a Jate
penslty to leave just seven
points between the teams.
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Tersnurs
Blackrock

BLACKROCK put some light
into their season of discontent
with a close victory over
Terenure at Lakelands, For the
moment, their rclegation fears
are put on hold.

The Terenure forwards had
to fight hard for possession,
while Derek Hegarty was
unable o create the usual threat
from the backs. Blackrock took
an early lead thanks to two pen-
alties from Owen Cobbe inside
ten minutes, Cobbe added a
dropped goal, with a Shane

Cullen penalty keeping
Terenure in touch,
Then Terenure were awarded

a penalty try in the 25th minute
after & series of scrums on the
Blackrock line. Hegarty con-
verted to give Terenurs a brief
lead but Cobbe’s third penalty
on the stroke of half time lefl it
12-10 to Blackrock.

The entrance of Paul Henne-
bry boosted Terenure's come-
back but Blackrock were prov-
ing stubbom in defence. Cobbe
ufd:d another three points
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low struggles Dungannon at
Stevenson Park. For Dungan-
non, Keith Walker’s first bhalf
try was to prove decisive.

It all went wrong for the
Dubliners after out-half Billy
Treacy kicked three penalties.
Dungannon's first meaningful
attack reaped rich rewards in
the form of second row Walk-
er's 27th minute score,
Although Trace kicked
another penalty, Dungannon
led 13-12 at the interval.

However, managed to
score just once. A succession of
mistakes and some heroic
defence deprived Dungannon of
opportunities. Ashley Blair
missed two kicks on goal but

struck an excellent aley 13

Garryowen
edge 'Tarf

Garryowen 18
Clontar!...... 14

THIS was rousing stuff at Cas-
tle Avenue. Not the most
sophisticated exhibition of
rugby skills but the intensity
was huge and it ended in a wel-
ter of excitement with Clontarf
camped on the Garryowen line
in a vain bid to grab something.
They might have managed a
share of the points after a late
try but Richard Murphy, their
talented out-half, failed with a
diiTicult conversion of substitute
prag Rob Benson's score.

arryowen dominated the
first balf as half-backs Steve
Mclvor and Barry Ewveritt and
centre Killian Keane moved the
ball. They led 16-9 at half time,
with Keane kicking two penalty
goals and left wing Conor
Kilroy crossing for a try. Just
on half time, hooker Pat Hum-
phries added a second. Clon-
tarf"s first hall points came
from three alties by Richard
Murphy. who had three success-
ful place kicks.

However, Garryowen failed
to score in & torrid and utterly
committed second half, during
which wvisitors’ prop Gavin
Walsh was seot off after two
yellow cards from referee David
Mapier. Until the closing min-
utes, Garryowen's defence was

impressively sound and they
were still holding onto their

16-9 lerd.
in

Out-half John O'Mahony
kicked Dolphin ahead with pen-
alties in the third and 14th min-

utes.

Gradually, Crescent got their
act together and the whole
game changed in the 29th min-
ute, when Old Crescent flanker
Paul Neville went in for a try
which Begley converted. The
second Crescent (ry came
through out-half Ken Barrett in
the 35th minute and again
Begley converted to put his side
14-6 ahead.

Dolphin hardly raised a gal-

in &2 often tedious and pre-
dictable second half and Cres-

those last dramatic
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St Mary’s lay ghost of
times past to rest

STMARY'S 13
YOUNG MUNSTER 7
Gerard Doherty

Templeville Road

FIVE minutes after the final
whistle, the St Mary's sup-
porters were already recalling
this match as an epic after
they had run out winners
against Young Munster at
Templeville Road yesterday.

The margin of victory was
slender but it was enough to
lay to rest the ghost of All Ire-
land League matches past.
The championship decider in
1993 between these two
teams was edged by Young
Munster and it is a loss that
St Mary’'s have struggled to
recover from since.

The St Mary's attack in the
first half was their usual
blend of style and pace, and it
yielded three penalties, two of
which were scored by Fergal
Campion in the 13th and 16th
respectively.

Young Munster had no
reply —Tuohy missing the

only scorable opportunity
they had.

It was a first half, however,
that was peppered with mis-
takes, and a Young Munster
error five minutes before the
interval gave Denis Hickie a
try after Mark Cuddihy had
made a break from centre-
field. Campion converted.

After the break, as ex-
pected, the Young Munster
pack reverted to type, driving
the St Mary's line and opting
to scrum and move rather
than kick for the points.

It was a tactic that was to
prove fruitful in the short
term but perhaps lost them
the game in retrospect.

Midway through the sec-
ond half, from near the St
Mary's line, Young Munster
claimed a lineout ball, drove
to the line and huge prop Des
Clohessy bundled over for
their first score.

Tuohy obliged with the
extra points. Conor McGuin-
ness and Trevor Brennan
made a welcome return to
top class action after long la-
yoffs but it was Denis Hickie
who was the subject of Brian

Ashton's analysis.

The St Mary's winger had
moved wings at the request of
the Irish coach but he was to
have little opportunity to
show his speed in the second
half as Young Munster had
their opponents pinned back
in their 22 for almost a com-
plete half hour period.

Most of this action took
place five metres from the
line directly in front of the
posts and everyone was
aware of what was at stake. A
try this late in the game and a
certain conversion would
have given Young Munster a
one point victory.

St Mary's hung in as fer-
ociously repeated attempts to
reach their line were repelled.

B SARACENS captain Tony
Diprose scored tries early and
late to ensure his team stayed
top of the Premiership with a
grinding 15-10 win over Rich-
mond.

England squad number
eight Diprose crashed over in
the fourth minute and scored
the winner with 11 minutes
left after Richmond had
grabbed a 10-7 interval lead.




