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RUGBY: Terenure fulfil promise

Brendan Fannin
B[ 1y 11—

St Mary's

*ﬁ_: think twice aboul cven

using the word ‘derby” mn relation 1o
_2..?_233 in Dubhn rugby but the
mecting between Terenure and 5t
Mary's 13 invanably worth walching.

Yesterday il was more of a colh-
sion tham a meeting and 11 was
absorbing stull from fimst 1o lase Tt
was informative ton, particularly
about 5t Mary's. whe a1 this early
stage of the race revealed a lack ol
tomposure under pressure which the
Limerick (eams will now seek (o
exploat,

Despiie being under ithe cosh for
mest of this maich, where the
replacements were coming and poing
at an alarming mate, they had chances
to win but could not take them As
for Terenure, they have moved on
from last season, when they played
pood rughy but lacked the sell-belicl
1o go that vital extra slep,

They will have been deliphted with
yesterday™s win — local nivalry asde
— but when it comes 1o the bigger
pictare they are sull mssing o entical
component; the man who puts the
ball over the bar.

Yesterday Peter Walsh managed
Jusi one [rom mx alicmpls on goal
and while the swrong wind wus a
ritigating lactor, Walsh's history in
this area s nol encouragmg. Were
they to solve that problem, ihey
would have every reazon to be confi-
dent for the arrival of Rory Shen(l
has improved their bne-out and the
ability of their forwards 1o play fast
and aggressive rugby is impressive

Combine that wath qualiy half-
backs, where Derek Hegarly has a
particularly bright future, and
Tervnure should al least be Jooking
#t an end of season pay-out, When
you think of the gnel they endured
for years in this competiion, thals
FOETess.

- Menially too they have the right
atoll and they needed it after cloning
out the first half, where they had the
wind al their backs bul no lead to

18
12

Meary’s
hopes
dented

McGuinness wait

IRELAND scrum-halfi Conor
AlcGuinness will have to wail & con-
ple of days before knowing the
exnct nature of the knee injury
which forced him off the fleld in
sesterdny’s maich st Lakelands
Park.

Having come into the game with
a strained left knee, he them dam-
nged fhe oiher knee in m tackle dur-
ing the first hall, An M-ray last
might showed no fracture, bat he will
ser m specialist early this week for n
further examination.

He has alresdy ruled himsell out
of St Mary's League match againsn
Dunganaon en Saturday. and his
wvailability for Ireland's maich
egninst [ialy on 20ih December
should be determined later this

week.

had most of the pressure for that first
peniod, they were just 3-0 up affier 28
munwies by which stage Walsh had
hit one from three anempis.

Then eame a significant setback,
when a Moated pass from Paul Hen-
nebry was well-read by John McWee-
ney on hall way and the wing raced
most of the way and then hobbled
the last few meires afier pulling a
hamstring.

To confirm the difficult kickang
conditions, Richard Ormond missed
the conversiwon. By thal stuge bath St
Mary's hall-backs were offl the ficld
— Craig Fitzpairick with a suspecied
broken thumb and Conor
McGuinness with & combination of
shin and knee problems.

The latter was apparent belore the
game — at least he was incapable of
running frocly in the warmeup — and
you wonder aboul the wisdom of
Ireland's 1op scrumshall playing
when he is clearly in frouble.

In any case, Mary’s have qualty
on the bench but it was their indisci-

- plme up front that et them down sae

the face of the sustained Terenure
onslaught. Having surrendered the
lead before hall-time, the home side
played disciplined rughby after the
break, getting a fair bit of latitude in
their back-row binding which
allowed Brendan Kavanagh to do an
excellent job in containing Victor

susiain them afer the break. Iu&E_EDI T

Terenure got the 4]

the new hall with n%ﬂ.l.._ne._.—ﬂ__w""
try from Hegarty and then (he same
player cleverly checked the goyger
before feeding Ciaran Clarke, whay

put Walsh over inthe comer for the

iry of the game,
But Mary's played their own

in that score. starting with u._,nu.__mh
Brennan conceding a penalty for 4
high tackle on David Coleman
Three penaltics later — in ubeyy 5
seconds ﬂl knn.v..m.-_,n—nn__..-n had (ke
positien lrom which He

out Walsh's try. BATY carveg

Here | coma: John !niig_.__-!ltqiql!.&-

] Faul Hennebry had
rnﬂwﬂﬁmﬁﬂ:n hall-croshed his
way CVET 18 make i1 18-5, _.m.____.._ with

comversion, and Mary's were
m..n“._.m___n » bealen side.

T responded well engugh

g Hw.aﬂwmn try fromn Costello
sﬂ# m_n: after good wotk on (he
i rt side [rom Gareth Gannon, who
i rrably had the measure of
nn“___.wﬂ §myth, and Ray Mclreavy,
M id Lyons thought he was in only
u_ﬁ called back for & fool in touch,
“__u.s.- a very closa call.

College line ot Lakelands Park.

ligenily, punching the ball up the
touchline and doing so in a vancty of L (]
ways, They were well worth the win, || 1k
And they knew it, | e

Pirorographer; Dara MacDonaill
From there, Terenure played intel-

Hegarhe. D Hylarsd (8 Crohasy Camtel ()
Burwy. P @, R Sreaft [ Ports 807, P Holden, J el
(eaply, @ Shierdn B Laaragh L
& Many'e i Rovlay, B Hchs B Neliegwy, G o, || o
J Miciesney {0 Lyos 300 & Frupaiich (N Deoond 5, &
MeGaness (F MeComach 155 £ Spoe B Buowee, 0 P
Coen, 5 Jeneson juinl), FFLGREd T drenma (W Relly T
 Cosese, M Dublivy 3
N
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Mary’s hit by

a little
difficulty

IF ONLY they could all be like
this. For _ﬂm...n that has got
off to a wocl inning, here
was a gpame lo gladden the
heart. In a riotous final quarter,
Terenure managed to cling on
to a viclory the importance of
which only they can Ffully
undersland.

The rest of us could guess
from the remarkahble scenes at
the end; Derek Hegarty, the ex-
cellent scrum-half, sinking 1o
his knees and offering uvp a
prayer; Ciaran Clarke prancing
1o the touchline (o embruce his
coach. For St Mary’s there was
b the chilling reality of an
eighth successive defeat at the
hands of their great local rivals.
Already their title aspirations
are treading water.

To lambast them for losing
their bottle would be unwise
and unjust. Terenure played
like demons and deserved their
victory, yet sull the visitors
nearly pulled it oul of the fire
towards the end. With seven
minugtes lefi and Terenure lead-
ing 18-12, the St Mary's mid-
o field coapulted themselves
towards the home side's line.
Garret Gannon and Ray
Mellreavy linked to send David
Lyons scampering down the
lefi wing. Coming #cross was
Clarke, who attempled to
shovel his man into touch. In
the referee’s nwoh he just about
managed it before Lyons dived

local

Tom English at Lakelands

Terenure College 18 St Mary's College 12
e e S, L L T
8 Bnran, 1 4
i S o

n-__lu_m;_u_. .u a_-L
.q.vuaﬂ.zu.!___l.
Bmin), P Heldes, J Kelly, G Sheshan, B
Kavanagh

Scorere E_mw_.:n 2min] 30 McWeeney (T

n) 3-5; Hegarty (T 44min) 8-5; Walsh

ﬁ.?_i 13-5; 55min) 16-5; Costello (T} & Ovmond (C 68min) 18-12.
. & Buggy (Leinster).

over the line. In a lot of other
observers’, he did not. To many
it seemed a good score, but it
wis not piven and the game
was effectively over.

Before the start Steve
Hennessy, the St Mary's coach,
said that his side were — to use
an in phrase — going to play in
Terenure's faces all day. ._.w....w
did and their hosts never
flinched for a second. No
suprises, then, that this thunder-
ous game produced so man:
injuries. The 5t Mary's hall-
hacks had gone after quarter of
an hour; Craig Fitzpatrick, the
fly-half, with a suspect broken
thumb and Conor MeGuinness,
the scrum-hall who was bi-
turrely allowed to play while
carrying a knee E._Hw_.n._..i:_. a
further damage to knee.
David Colman, the Terenure
wing, broke an ankle.

e game started tamely
enough with a Peter Walsh pen-

alty for Terenure after two min-
utes. The early exchanges were
scrappy, Mary's tumned over
hall while Terenure could do
linle with it. Then Mary's ex-
ploded and so did the game.
After 18 minutes Paul
Hennebry threw a suicidal pass
across his midfield which was
intercepted by  Johm
McWeeney. The Ireland wing
darted away to score under the
ﬂ_um_u but in the process pulled a

smstring and he also joined
the list of the walking
wounded, Richard Ormond, the
replacement  [ly-hall, missed
the simplest of conversions, yer
with Mary's dominating the
lineouts and Mark Cuddihy and
Victor Costello becoming the
game’s most dominant players,
you sensed that this was going
to be a reasonable day at the of-
fice for the title hopefuls,

In a way it was ironic tha
Terenure, with an enormous

Bty S5l

Na way oul: Vietr costello, the St Mary's College No 8 and one of the game's better players, has his progress checked by the Terenure back row

picked up ot the back and
slipped through the cover un-
detecled [0 score. Another easy
conversion was spumned but the
home crowd were loving it
Lakelands is no Theatre of
Dreams but yesterday it was of-
passionate. Thoee
ter Hegarty's score,

Terenure did it again to raucous
celebrations around the pitch,
Costello was caught offside on
the right wing and Terenure
maoved it through a suceession
of hands across (o the left for
Walsh to crash over.

At this stage Mary's were
lesing their discipline and giv-

wind on their buc | the first
balf, tumed arong &3 bebind

into that sime ya

(.
¥ iy

i L -
I A e T

ing away penalties and after 35  thing and rattled Terenure fon
minutes they allowed the home that memorable final quarne
side through again, Donal Costelle crushed over a
Hyland creating space for Ormond convered o red
Henncbry (o seythe through the  the gop 1o six. Thea came
Mary's defence. At 18-5 shead  ons® moment, shortly follo
you thought the game was over; by Terenure's joy. They
far from . not  forget this one in

Mary's summoned some- hurry,

TT——
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Terenure
win battle
of Dublin

6W in style

TERENURE

18
ST MARY'S 12
PETER O'REILLY
of Lakelands Pork

IN THE final minute, refer-
ve Sean B whistled for
a scrum under the Mary's
posts but appeared hesi-
tant as to which side
should be awarded the
put-in. When at last he
0] in Terenure's favour.

ir players punched the
sky in jubilation - it was
that sort of match, with a
forceful breeze blowing
down the pitch making
possession the key to suc-
ﬁﬂnﬁ& And despite those
conditions, it was P
ping, breathless -n:n.m..n...a_
fArst to last

It was the team facing
the gale that invariably
played the more productive
rughby and in the final
analysis, Terenure's success
was based on a 15 minute
HM_._ after the restart when

y scored three tries- but
will also look back
with pride on an heroic
defensive effort durin
Mary’s intense reargual
In the final quarter.

The wisitors® dismal
record at this venue thus
continues - they have not
won a competitive game at

_".n.rn__ﬂm..ﬁu since 1989. It
wou e 10 5u 14
that again, _..M.M.._-am Fnﬁnﬂﬂn...ﬁ
requisite amount of bottle
to win a fullblooded local
derby or that they were
unfortunate in losing their
half-backs early in the first
half.
On the first count, Conor
McGuinness was clearly
unfit and nu._,_.“u:w_% not UH
layed at all. More -
“nn& Mary’s - for u:ﬂwn,n
internationals and champi-
E.Hu_uw_ n._ﬂwu.mﬂ_ﬂﬂu - were
simply ou .

_h. the nm_wm.un% quarter,
Terenure played some irre-
sistable rugby both
upfront and further out,
with man of the match
Derek Hegarty being a
most effective link. It did-
n't matter that Peter Walsh
wwnnhu off nm_w s.h__._.% urr

a cking. landing just
“:.n from six attempts. On
this form, they look the
likeliest of the Dublin sides
to buck Limerick's domina-
tion of this competition.

Admittedly their first
half display gave little indi-
cation of this. They defend-
ed reasonably well, with
Brendan Kavanagh restrict-
ing Victor Costello’s
yardage gains off the base
of the scrum but their for-
eripiprion Rl

main-
ly on E:nu._uwnr Ciaran
Clarke's howitzers as a

by - hil

means of progress, one
kick from inside his own 22
bobbling over the deadball

line at the far end.

Paul Hennebry did man-
age to send his fullback
knifing through the mid-
dle but when Buggy called
him back for a supposedly
forward pass, the Terenure
fans must have suspected it
was going to be one of
those days. It was even
more so when Mary's
winger John McWeeney

>

5t Mary's Steve Jameson tackles Terenure's Derak Hegartyption

wﬁnnﬁu_ ﬁﬁ;ﬁ
Pass o run in from

halfivay line. The one cap
international tweakesd his
upn_u-.n.—._.._—_h in the Process
but it hard] Seemed 10
matter. Walshe's solitary
penalty was aj] qhat
Terenure had Managed

their backs 53 aheg __.
.m.._.n problem wa,' wnat
H.nu.ﬂw. s much :NEEU&%

T

e |.|Il..|--.-r1-.1r.'l.|!|.|
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line bad failed to threaten,
despite some neat handling
and running from deep. In
contrast, Terenure began
the second half with gen-
pine intent and had the
seoring power to back it
up. Garran Sheahan's neat
catch off Hennebry's
restart gave them the impe-
tus as they rolled into
Mary's 22 from a scrum five
metres out, Hegarty blast-
ed through a gap on the
ppen side and "Nure were in

business.
Mary's kicked long from
the restart, challenging

their opponents to run the
ball _..inwn_mnn._nﬁ and they
were impressively up to the
task. Meanwhile, Eﬁ.u
were losing their discipline
and after conceding a
series of penalties, found
themselves in danger terri-
tary again.

As the ball swung left
from a tapped penalty, it
was the contribution of

Hegarty and David Cole-

It seemed as though
Mary's had been played off
the park so little had they
seen of the ball. But a fight
back was Inevitable and
when wnaa Blayney
missed his jumper at a line-
out near the left corner
flag, Costello final
derived some reward for
repeated raids at the
Terenure defense, Richard
Ormond’s conversion made
it 18-12 but as his side went
in search of the winning
score, they found Terenure
resolute. They came close
when Gareth Gannon w___“.,.
David Lyons in the clear but
Clarke's desperate shove
forced him to step on the
touchline. In truth, for
Mary's to have stolen this
one would have been
unjust.

SCORING SEQUENCE:

2nd min: Walshe pen 3-0;
29th min: McWeanay try
3-5; 2nd half: 44th min:
Hegarty try 8-5; 4T7th min:
Waishe try 13-5; 55th

Dampsay, M Smyth, F ‘Walsh,
P Hennebry, D Hegarty, D
and, J Blaray, P Bruce, R
Sherrif, P Holden, | Kally
[capf]. B Kavanagh, G
Sheohan.
ST MARY'S COLLEGE: K
Mowlan, D Hickis, R
Mellreavy, G Gannen, |
MeWeansy, C Fizparrick, C
McGuinness, E Byrna, B
Browna, D Coen, 5 Jomeson

, F Filzgerald, T Erennan,
g@ﬁn&i?

man that created the space .

for Walshe to finish unop-
_Eunn. Then, when Mary's
interrnational full -back
Kevin Nowlan lost his bear-
ings, Terenure were provid-
ed with another attacking
tform. This time it was
ennebry who crossed the
line for the try but again it
had been a product of
effective recycling and han-
dling.

e o e
n , J Shamy
Coleman &4, B O'Doherty-
Campbell for Hyland &4, C
¥ Maty'e R Ormond fo

TR
Fitzpatrick 10, E MeCormock
for MeGuinness 15, D Lyans
for McWeeney 29, M Railly
for Brennan 55, D Dowling for
Byrna &0,
REFEREE: 5 Buggy [ALER)

—




