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Conflict leaves trail of bad blood

RARELY, if ever, has the
AIB Leapne witnessed the
like a—.mm:..-_um«'n disgusting
and  disgraceful scenes al
Rosbrien. Three red cards
and five yellow cards were
the bare bones of the ill-disci-
pline and thuggery that rend-
ered the actual rughy
secondary, In fact, it was
even worse than that.

The home side’s Robert Duggan
and Anthony O'Dwyer were dis-
migsed, a5 was Emmel Byme of St
Mary's, while the visitors” Trevor
Brennan, Steve  Jameson  and
Peter Coyle were yellow-carded,
ilong with Crescent’s Diarmuid
Falley and Brian Toland.

However, many more -could
ave been dismissed as by the
nd, certain players were only in-
erested in acts of skulduggery and
cemingly wanted to continue the
etrsbubion after the final whistle.

The Crescent hooker FPJ

OLD CRESCENT .occeveenn 16
ST MARY'S COLLEGE . 17

Gerry Thornley

McLoughlin threw an object in the
direction of 5t M .w._aoégnﬂ
Steve .:nzaﬂmm. Admitiedly, it
wﬂ.:_ﬁ_ﬂu r._ur: Wuﬂgnnﬂ—ﬁ had
B & il na by, ¥l
watched Packie I.uh..h H:.ﬁ:m
touchline conversion with the last
kick of the game and wishing
Crescent well in the second div-
wion, Still, McLoaghlin was well
out of order.

A wvisibly-shaken Hennessy in-
formed Crescent members that he
had brought his wife and thres
children 1o the game and would
uﬂm..n.ﬂ ﬂ,u_.....__ﬂ_.n __a-_.ﬂn_.auan_._.

re ity 15 rier

wis warned once, hi sERGWnEb._

15 times by hoeme club members
1o 1ell both sides of the story.

That Crescent people were so

concerned with a “Dublin media
bias"” and getting scross their side
c_.:.nwm_aﬁ. em_.n._nn__w ._._n_u.n-____ﬁm ____ﬁ_“
deep down they knew (f i
overstepped __Su_.u.._u:r =

Mantra-like, the Crescent
coach, Jed O'Dwyer, blamed
Brennan for the final quarter
frenzy. “I thought the ref lost con-
tral. He let Bremnan awny
twice. The game then got out of
hand for whatever reason, [ don'l
know what happened, but T didnt
think the referee was in control
from start 16 finish."

When the litany of trans-
gressions was put (o him — two
sending-offs, twa yellow cards, an-
““.“E :naRu__._._hn ﬂ::.uoﬁxg his

ushing the 5t Mary's
Snmﬂu I.u o er  responded:
“They could have had a kol more
senl-olf today.”

This igmores the fact thal Bren-
nan waen't even on the pitch when
the worst of the naked agpression
came to the surface in the final

guarter. It is troe that Brennan
had been spoken to thres times by
an  uiterdy imeffecteal  Gordon
Black, and was deservedly yellow-
carded for a late and high tzckle
on the Crescent out-half, Packie
Hallissy, after 34 minutes.

However, it’s worth considering
the Mary's response. After the
first of three ugly free-for-alls in
the 56th minute, Barry Browne,
Conor McGuinness and Mark
Heilly could be seen talking 1o
Brennan, presumably In oan at-
templ to make sure he didn’t lose
his cool. Afier 63 minutes, St
Mary's substiiuted Bremman and
he bad alse been one of their most
effective players on a day when
many of their big guns weren't
firing.

_wm. comparison, 04d Crescent
made no such discernible attempd
at self-restraint, Chuite the con-
trary. Jed OFDryer may be right
when  claiming  that  Crescent
didn't go oul o provoke 8 row,

r._.-_ﬁ_uq_mzp:n:n._.ﬁw_uw_:n_
Eaunﬁ_w loat their discipline.

The catalyst, was, more often
than not, one of Steve Jameson's
takeq at the front of the St Mary's
ling-out. Ome such cateh, close to
the Crescent line after 50 minutes,
saw Jameson's legs whipped from
under him, whereupon he landed
on his head and was seemingly
sthmped on,

Foliowing another  Jameson
fake on 57 minutes, the 52 Mary's
bock and Roben _ur_.ﬂh.n_.r X
changed punche: on the ground
lemg after the St Mary's maul had
W—_.Ba—nmhoﬁﬂiﬂ:_n.-.. ._w_m_wumm_vq— wag

ooked for punching, 1l was
senit-off fior ﬂ.n__.m._uu.:q_a._..wmu

Another take by Jameson on 71
minutes led fo another maul and
off-the-ball  contretemps — with
Brian Toland, Jameson was hold-
ing onto Toland's hand to preveny
any further —S_E-—._m_ l_.m_nqn_-ﬂnx_.—
I clearly saw Toland head-butt the
51 Mary’s lock,

Sua Toland
O Malley were bocked for punche
ing and then Byrne and O er
iﬁwﬁﬂoﬂﬁuﬂmyﬁ& as well —
the Crescent s brother hav-
ing untypically according 1o most
pegple, nesdlessly punched peace-
maker Fergtl Campion, 5

The ..__F.w._.:n_m_._._s commit-
tee will meel in midweek and will
dedds an whatever Suipensions
will be kanded out, based upon
referee Black's rt. They ma
also invite individuals from ?zh
camps

All sfternocn, this contest had
besa bubbling beneath the sur-
face, In a fractious and frag-
menied allair, the referer thrice
took players aside in the opening
1% minaites, but o little effect.

La&e most of the Cresoent pla)
er &nd mavbe some of the
Mary's playcm, i moments af

et comtemmpiation, Back cannot
FE%—E__ his own display.

The stop-start refereeing suited

Crescent more than Mary's. None-
theless, the visitors had scemingly
pulled clear by occasionally releas-
ing  their backs for Kevin
Mowlan's seventh try of the cam-
paipn  and John MeWeeney's
ninth, along with a_ close-range
effort by Bremnan, Their nder
up and the game well et of con-
trol, Crescent nearly stole it with a
couple of late tries.

[




Cards like confetti but |
- Mary’s survive warfare |

WITH four minutes of injury
time on the clock, Packie
Hallissy, the Old Crescent fly-
half, lined up a kick which if
successful would have won this
game for the Limerick side. As
soon as Hallissy let fly, how-
ever, it was clear he had
missed and any right-thinking
person at Rosbrien would have
heaved a sigh of relief.

On a day of unmitigated vi-
olence, Old Crescent simply
did not deserve to win. The re-
sult means that play-off hopes
are alive and well for St
Mary’s and that Crescent
plough further into trouble.
They lost by three tries to two
despite a rousing finale, yet the
result was meaningless. This
game produced three red
cards — two to the home side
— and five yellow, three going
to the visitors.

.ﬂﬁa ‘may sound as if the
blame ¢n be shared equally
but in truth it cannot. What
got into Crescent, God only
knows, but they were a dis-
grace. They will “protest vig-
orously and will e that
they were goaded, and it is

Tom English
Old Crescent 16
St Mary’s 17

perhaps fair to say that a
Mary’s man started it all off
when Trevor Brennan pole-
axed Hallissy in the 54th
minute. Yet Crescent finished
the game with their discipline
in disarray and their reput-
ation in tatters.

Two minutes after Brennan
was disciplined, Robert
Duggan, the Crescent loose-
head, appeared to stand on
Steve Jameson’s head and he
got booked. Two minutes after
that Jameson and Duggan bat-
tered each other at a ruck. The
Mary’s man was shown
yellow, Duggan got red.

That, though was only a pre-
lude to the rumble after 78
minutes. A ferocious mill
developed in front of the club-
house involving practically ev-
ery player on the park. This
time it was Emmet -wu__-.nm and
Anthony O’Dwyer ;who
walked, the latter for s_wu@i.

%9

ardly swipe at Fergal Cam-
pion, who was merely minding
his own business. Brian
Toland, the Crescent sub-
stitute, was yellow-carded for
aiming a butt at Jameson, then
Peter Coyle joined him after
another offence.

At the end, more nonsense
in the guise of P J McLoughlin,
the substituted Crescent
hooker, who squared up to
Steve Hennessy, the Mary’s
coach. Hennessy to his credit
merely walked away.

And the rugby? Well, it was
only after 23 minutes that we
saw the first move of note
when Campion sent in Kevin
Nowlan for the try, converted
by the fly-half. Crescent had a
chance "to level before half-
time but had to settle for a
Hallissy penalty followed by
another just after the break.

Mary’s then grew dominant
with Brennan crashing over
for a try after 45 minutes and
John McWeeney benefiting
from a sharp move off a scrum
to score u_n” another try in a
wonderful Season.

In - quick succession, the
s

David Maher

Dive for the line: Trevor Brennan crashes over for St Mary’'s

Springbok Hilton-Greene
scored to make it 17-12 and
then O’Malley got another
with the game in injury time.
It would have been a thumping
injustice had Hallissy success-
fully booted that final kick.

Old Crescent: P McDonagh; K Hilton-Greene,
A O'Dwyer, L Doyle, K Mclnemey, P Hallissy, c
Forde; R Duggan, P J McLoughlin, T Stapleton,
L Dinneen (capt, D 0'Malley 48min), D Kirby (B

Toland 63min), G Dinneen, O Bowles (D Da-

vies 60min}, znﬁ-w.

St Mary's: Mowlan; J McWeeney, R

Mclireavy (K zﬁnzmamm mmas_,_ G Gannomn, m

m_nxﬁ F %mm:ﬂszmwuznmc_nqmﬂmmﬂ vm m_u.:._ A
rowne, mesan (c. Re

T Brennan om_mm rald E3min, A

T4min), V nomﬁ__c Cuddihy.

Scorers: Old Crescent: Tries: Hilton-Greene,

O'Malley. Pens: Hallissy w

51 Mary's. Tries: Nolan, Brennan, McWeeney.

Con: Campion.

Referee: G Black (Leinster).

R Lynch



Paul Neville of Old Crescent attacks the St Mary's line at Rosbrien yesterday

Old Crescent thuggery fuels n__mmamnm

OLD CRESCENT 16
STMARY'S i7
Pater O'Rellly

Rosbrien

WHEN the final scene in-
volves a touchline conversion
to decide the result, it's
reasonable to assume that
this a decent afternoon’s en-
tertainment. In fact, it was a
disgracefully violent affair,
with three players being dis-
missed by referee Gordon
Black, who had to reach for
his yellow card on five further
occasions.

The atmosphere of animos-
ity lingered afterwards and
Steve Hennessy, the St Mary's
coach, who was shoved and

verbally abused on the final
whistle, was understandably
distraught.

*To be honest. I'm still in a
state of shock after the last 20
minutes of that game, It was
just crazy. Some of our lads
were concerned that Crescent
wanted to take it Into the
dressing room afterwards.
I'mstunned.”

With good reason. The
home side were principally
responsible for the violence,
with some of their players in-
tent merely on acts of thugg-
ery. You could understand
their desperate desire to sur-
vive in Division 1 but on this
performance, it would be a
better place without them.

The game exploded into
anger only in the second half
but the signs were there in a

dour, niggly opening. We
came expecting to see the
Mary's backs fling the ball
about but first it seemed they
had to subdue the Crescent
pack and herein they created
problems for themselves.

For once, they held a clear
advantage in the scrums but
early on they refused to move
the ball very far from source.
Conor McGuinness's snipes
around the fringes were well
policed and with Barry
Browne's poor line-out throw-
ing, their progress was slow.

However, after McGuinness
and John McWeeney had been
held up to the Crescent line,
Fergal Campion finally
created the space for Kevin
Mowlan to score midway th-
rough the half The full-back
received an inside pass from a

scrum near the posts and
crossed unobstructed,

It should have been the
prelude to a period of acceler-
ation but instead, Crescent
scrapped their way back into
contention with penalties
from Packie Hallissy either
side of the break. Trevor Bren-
nan crashed over from a maul
in the 45th minute to put
Mary's 12-6 ahead but still
they failed to convince. The
pace of the game accelerated
while the mood deteriorated.

Perhaps it was Brennan's
late hit on Hallissy that pro-
vided the spark but from
there the game became a
brawl, In the &0th minute
Crescent's loose head prop
Robert Duggan was given his
marching orders following a
fight with Jameson, McWee-

ney scored a neat try off the
blind side of a scrum shortly
afterwards but by this stage
the main concern of the
Mary's players was with self
preservation.

mn._.__.—nnmouugu and Anthony
0 wed D o
the siicline ater  fre forall
minutes later but oc-
casionally some rugby broke
out. Just after Peter Coyle was
carded in the 78th minute,
Kelly Hilton-Greene scam-
pered over in the right corner
from a tapped penalty. With
50 many stoppages there was
still plenty of time for Diar-
muid O'Malley to burrow his
way over from a line-out. Hal-
lissy missed both convers-
fons, denying his side a
victory they scarcely de:
served.

INPHO/JAMES MEEMAN

H:ﬂi:oinsgngu._
7; 42 mins: Halllssy pen 3-7; second
half: Halilssy pen 6T, 48 mins: Bren- |
nan try 6-12; 62 mins: McWeaney try
6-17; T8 mins: Hilton-Greens try 11- |
17; 88 mins: 0'Maliey ry 16-17.




Old Crescent s 16
St. Mary's ...uvinnnnnns 17

THE first half of what
was a very important
game for both clubs at
Rosbrien on
Satiurdsay bordered at
times on boredom.

But the explosive sec-
ond period will be
remembered for many a
day as thrown in with a
modicum eof splendid
rughy came a series of
brawls which culminated
in the sending off of two

Old Crescent players,
Robert Duggan and
Anthony O'Dwyer, and
one from St. Mary’s,
Emmet Byrne, while a
number of others were
extremely fortunate not
to receive the wltimate
punishment.

It was an amazing degen-
eration of sportsmanship by
both sides. It is not for me
te apportion blame or to
indicate those who should
also have been sent ofl’ but
suffice o state that the [irst

verllow card was shown

agamﬂl a St. Mary s player.
St. Mary s came as the
team_of all talents will L

players who had npreqent

ed the full Trish side this
season. They left extremely
fortunate to have taken the
two precious points and had
lady luck smiled even in the
slightest on Old Crescent
they would have snatched a
dramatic and sensational
viclory.

Deep into injury time and
with the last kick of the
game Pakie Hallissey had a
chance to win it for
Crescent. [t would have
been a “steal” of monumen-
tal proportions but as his
kick drifted inches wide the
relief amongst the St
Mary's players was palpa-
ble,

With only three minutes
of normal time remaining
St. Mary’s led 17-6 and
looked to be home and dry.

Then came an astonish-
ing comeback by thirteen
man Old Crescent. First
Kelly Hilton-Green sped in
for a try in Denis Hickey's
comner and deep into injury
time came a tremendous try
by Diarmuid O'Malley who
emerged with the ball to be
given the credit by a sport-
ing colleague who went
over with him following
greal drive.

Pakie Hallissey missed
both conversions-the first of
them was retaken because
of an early charge by St.
Mary s-and the homesters
had just failed once again.

The sigh of relief on the
faces of the St. Mary's team
told the entire story. They
dominated the game almost
throughout and then paid
the penalty of relaxing their
grip in the last few minutes.

It will be a travesty of
justice if Old Crescent are
relegated. They were the
first team to beat Ballymena
and were decidedly unlucky
not to have won at least two
more of their games.

On their performance on

Saturday there is still hope
of avoiding the drop but
they will have 1o play more

consistently over the entire
£0 Or so minutes.

Crescent coach Ged
O 'Dwyer said alter the
game “We began well and
defended splendidly in the
first hall. We conceded only
the one try and a penalty
and when Pakie Hallissey
put us back in contention so
carly in the second half |
thought we were in with a
big chance. St Mary’s are a
good side and perhaps just
about deserved their win.
The commitement by our
players was excellent™,

Commenting on the inci-
dents O'Dwyer said “In
should be noted that the
first yellow card was shown
to a St. Mary's player for a
late tackle and that three of
the first four cards were
shown to St Mary's. In my
opinion Brennan should
have been sent off two or
three times over and anoth-
er St. Mary's forward
should also have gone™,

Old  Crescent  will
bemopan the fact that they
were not awarded a penalty

try near the end of the first

half Thtv ce rmmh seeimied
ru Pragvar oo vezaliel ol

HE® dlw o8 NI
! ,,#,_,.,.,.....ﬂ

o "10 catch the bau seemed o

hit ‘it forward as Old
Crescent had a man on hand
to take what seemed a scor-
ing pass. But referee
Gordon Black ordered a
scrum.

Old Crescent provided a
number of star performers
and none more so than Paul
Neville who was superb in
the back row despite being
subjected (o intense pres-
sure at times.

P. J. McLoughlin, Gareth
Dinneen and Dara Kirby
also worked tirelessly while
behind Pakie Hallissey had
a splendid game at outhalf
and made good use of a fine
service from Colin Forde,
Paul McDonagh had a
splendid game at fullback
and Kelly Hilton-Green
took his one scoring pass
magnificently.

But Leo Doyle turned in
yet another marvellous per-
formance in the centre mak-
ing a number of breaks and
his tackling was superb.

St. Mary's big stars and
especially winger Denis
Hickie failed to sparkle to a
large extent but Kevin
Nowlan and John
McWeeney were both
impressive,

St. Mary’s, wined and
dined by OId Crescent on
the day the original fixture
was postponed did not
attend the traditional post
maich players meal and left
the ground withing minutes
of leaving the dressin-
groom.

It was a bizarre occasion
that will have ramifications
in the weeks ahead.
Sportsmanship was certain-
ly not the winner,

Old Crescent: P,
McDonagh, K. Hilton-
Green, A. O'Dwyer, L.
Doyle, K. Mclnerney; P.
Hallissey, C. Forde; R.
Duggan, P. J. McLoughlin.
T. Stapleton: L. Dinneen,
D. Kirby; G. Dinneen,

.

P.Neville, D. Bowles.
Replacements, D.
O'Malley for L. Dinneen,
injured, B. Toland for D.
Kirhy. 63 mins.
St Mary's: K. Nolan. .

McWeeney, R. Mcllreavy,
G. Gannon. D. Hickie: F.

Campion, C. McGuinness:

E. Bv_rne B. Brown, P
i 15 :
= g

Coyle, 5. Jameson, M.
Reilly, T. Brennan, M.
Cuddihy. V. Costello.

Replacements, F.
Fitzzerald for Brennan. K.
McNamee for Mcllreavy,
R. Lynch for Fitzgerald.

Referee. G. Black,
Leinster.

- e T ——

Oid Crescent's Colin Forde

Crescent Comp
outplayed by

Crescent College
Comprehensive ........... 6

Presentation Brothers
College ...cvisusnicsseniannns 39

DESPITE putting up a spir-
ited resistance, Crescent
Comprehensive bowed out
of the Munster Schools
Junior Cup in the semi-
final, having suffered a
heavy 39-6 defeat by PBC,
at Annacofty.

The Cork side, who led
17-3 at the interval, scored
a total of seven tries without
replay with a display that
was as clinical as it was
impressive. Having crossed
their opponents line within
five minutes of the stan, the
visitors continued to put on
the pressure scoring at regu-
lar intervals.

Yer Crescent created sev-
eral scoring chances in the
opening quarter with David
Burke, Darren Harris, Cian
Reddan and Donal Flynn,
testing the defence with
strong runs that were only
terminated with some
strong tackling.

The forward exchanges
were pretty even with the
solid Crescent front row of
David Demery, Anthony
Geoghegan and David
Upton dividing the posses-
sion in the set pieces. Justin
Herbert, Liam Murray and
Darragh O'Neill fared well
out of touch, but it was in
loose play where Press was
at their most dangerous.

They recorded their
opening score after five
minutes, when Paul Rose
rounded of a passing move-
ment to touch down near
the posts and the impressive
Eoghan Ryan added the
exira points.

They added to their
advantage soon after when
right wing Paul Healy raced
30 metres for a try in the
comer. Crescenl came more

impressive PBC

into the rame when Mavod

was o = onl}

rary rellew(:oln{ m
added try number three pri-
or to the interval,

When the visitors captain
and prop forward Fergus
Gately. added another ry
within a minute of the sec-
ond half the writing was
very much on the wall for
Crescent. A second Burke
penalty completed the
Crescent scoring, but Pres
responded with 17 points in
as many minute prior to the
final whistle.

Full back Niall O"Connor
went in under the posts and
Ryan converted before
Mark Murphy also touched
down after yet another Pres
passing movement that
involved forwards and
backs. In the final minute,
O"Connor added his second
try to complete the scoring.

Crescent Comprehensive:
Eoin Tieman, Donal Flynn,
Brian Tuohy, Cian Reddan,
Bill Noonan, David Burke,
Darren Harris, David
Demery, Anthony Geoghan
(captain), David Upton,
Eoin Griffin, Hustin
Herbert, Liam Murray,
Darragh O'Neill, Eoghan
McGuire.,

Replacements used:
George Casey, Liam
Murphy, Stephen
McMahon, Niall McMahon,
Brian Burke.

Presentation Brothers:
Niall O'Connor, Paul
Healy, Mark Murphy,
Eoghan Ryan, Paul Rose,
Richard Lane, Colm Galvin,
Fergus Gately (captain),
John Elliot, Landy Hill,
Robert Healy, Emmett
Cassidy, Shane Buckley,
Jim Morrison, Ronan
Murphy.

Replacements  used:
Richard O’Brien, Robert
Philpott, John Crowley,
Frank O'Mahony, Jonathan
Dwyer,

Referee: Olan Trevor
(MAR).
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