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SUDDENLY it all makes
sense. In Philip Danaher, the
watching Warren Gatland
has a kindred spirit. If the
Garryowen coach can instill
half the defensive solidity
which his team used to ne-
gate a free-running St
into the Irish backs over the
tiext few days, he'll be worth
his place on the coaching
ticket.

By no stretch of the imagination
sre Garryowen a team of all the
talents, Accordingly, they don't ai-
tempt to play like one, instcad
Emw. lay lo their sU hs and
hide their weaknesses. Their back
play isn't noted for its innovative
moves, more its percentage use af
the ball and ourstanding defence
— one of the best in the league.

When one thinks back on this
match, it's hard to recall much in
the way of creative rughy from the
home side. Their pack built up
some phases of continuity,
attacked the narmow side well an
half-backs Stephen Melvor and
Barry Everett n_.....ran for position
cleverly so that Garryowen had
-._._—_n_?u._anna__m_q the game -n_._.__b.:m
ally thanm r possession woul
have decresd.

“I don't think we created, but 1
think we capitalised when we had
to capitalise,” said Danaher. “We
w-..vﬁmﬂ_ an awful lot of out

them when they moved and
didn't get far. It"s always easier
coming up to defend and stopping
them behind the gain line, so they
have to regroup. Our fellas broke
their asses, Mary's might have
held the ball in the hand a lot
more than we did, but at the end
of the da ,it's all about points on
the board.

Garryowen’s sole try came from
a very orthodox .n.:aq_mnmnn move
off a scrum, the St Mary's out-
half, Fergal Campion, allowing
Dominic Crotty to round him a
mite too easily. Ultimately, Kil-
lian Keane's conversion off the
upright was the difference in the
resull.

Garryowen should also have
added another in the second

period when Melvor again passed
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to Crotty on the narrow side, but
this time Jack Clarke embarmass-
ingly spilled the ball with the line
at his merey. Bul for a t ving
nH__‘_n- tackle on John McWeeney
ate on in the in-goal area, and the
result itself, Clarke sﬁn_arn have
had nightmares about that knock-
on,

But those incidents apar,
Garryowen left little attacking im-
rint on the match. Ahead in a

ow-scorng game, they sought to
play the second period in the visi-
tors’ half through their halves’
kicking, and troubled St

Mary's serum twice went down for
Keane to tack on the decisive pen-
altics. Otherwise, Lhe e was
mostly about how St Mary's at-
tacked and how Garryowen de-
fended. In their two previous
outings, 5 Mary’s had run in 15
tries and over 100 points, when
poring through porous Lansdowne
and Ballymena midfields.

resented @ far
Hﬂﬁnﬂﬁ“nm%r ‘four-up” drift
defence which rarely missed their

ma.._.._ﬂ tackles. St Mary's had
more than enough ruck ball, Mark
Cuddihy supportin __..uwnnrmd.nn
and the prominent Mark Reilly, a
converted lock, effectively giving
them a fourth back-rower. But
time after time, St Mary's drifted
across the pilch and engaged
Garryowen in midfield with need-
lessly over-glaborate moves.

“A lot of our movement was lal-
eral :EM _,nuqa forward,” agreed

ire, the really damning point
m.n.mnw that a back-line with four
internationals didn't have the wit
to change tack.

Campion (who also missed
three kicks at  goal), Gareth
Gannon and Victor Costello were
the prime culprits, the lalter
spending too much time away
from his pack and slowing things
down in midfield. His yardage
haul must rank as his lowest of the
SEASOMN.
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The malaise went decpel
The normally-reliable .w..h_ﬂ
Browne had the throwing YB3 0
Conor McGuinngss 100k 100 = -
to make an imprint on the ﬂn-
v_mmu.__a Zaln...nm.snuﬂ._._wh_ﬁ

ic errors, such as k
when he had Hickie in cear spact

to his left, botching a try-seoring
transfer 1o Peter Coyle and _ﬁﬂ
too flat and too close 10

In_:ﬁi_ﬁn-n:.s." .u
B ﬂ..._,?“mu.u.n overlap %u_.__%mﬂ.ﬁ
yiclded a certain try.

Also declining to take a probi
ble three points during 8 Huﬁ___u._.
Marys 5 wwm__ﬁ_ﬂ__ Pe times, i

a ¥. ¥
ﬁﬁhu._n {F Trevor Brennan aod
McWeeney were playing
Garryowen on Lheir own.

Brennin never lost the ball in
contact, apd forced countlss
turnovers. He still has to curb a
tendency to give away penalties,
though a tally of five was a little
harsh on him, and needs to gel 13
more rucks, but he's become vitl
to his team,

The in-form McWeeney, de
spite his late fawx pas, countered
with gusto, One Lomu-like
counter-atiack, which ensnared a

host of sky-blue shirts, should
have led to a try on the left, given
Hickie's vﬂm. but off quickly-
recycled ,  Campion and
Gannon worked a totally unneces-
sary midfield loop which went

AWTY.
Their belated breakthrough try

showed them the route to go. |°

Twice the forwards took it straight
up the middle, and then Campion
used decoy runners to check the
drift before his douhle &ﬂ-ﬁ.—.ﬂ

- cnabled Denis Hickie 10 puy

MNowlan into space. Nowlan timed

his try-scoring pass perectly for -

McWeeney,

Nowlan, showing how danger.
ous he can always be, even w 0
below his best, quickly atoned for
McWeeney's late error when dyp,.
mying inside for his sixth try py
minutes from time, Even then, 5,
Mary's could have stolen i, bt
Gannon's looped pass  elygey
Hickie with whal would have been
a clear run for him if few Others,

Shannon's Billy O"Shea is caught in possession by Old Belvedere at Anglesea Road on Saturday.
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Garryowen make defence case
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