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S In

full bloom as
the sun shines

A SCENT of spring and St
Mary's College are ready lo
bloom. Long regarded as the
top of the ground specialists,
the Leinster club endorsed
this supposition with an
entertaining_ and  ruthless
disection of title aspiranis
Ballymena. "

Templeville Road, immersed in
5l sunshine, provided a fitting
backdrop to an invigorating cele-
bration of running mugby, often
hallmarked with the quality, com-

sure and panache to which Ire-

nd can only aspire: give _ﬁE.m,w
an ﬁ..._. and they'll take 70, 80, 90
yar

Unfortunately for Ballymena,
they allowed the home side far too
much latitude, a porous midfield
defence particularly culpable in
this respect. Stanley McDowell
may have been hampered by a Mu
_:.__4 but Gareth Gannon's display
will have left the Ulsterman more
drained.

The young 51 Mary's centre has
improved significantly, graduating
from a promising, if {lawed young
player, to a polished gem and in
the last two gamcs has arguably
been his side’s outstanding Euﬂﬂ.
a significant achievement when
one considers that St Mary's have
scored 106 nis.

Gannon has always enjoyed a
reputation as a noted defender but
it 15 the vision, sleight of hand and
strong running that he now con-
tains in his armoury that marks
him as a strong candidate for a
place in the forthcoming A inter-
national against France. TE Are
still a few rough edges but repre-
sentalive experience cian hone a
burgeoning ralent.

His midfield pannership with
Ray Mcllreavy provided St
Mary's with the cutting edge to
cxploit Ballymena's weaknesses.

STMARY'S ...cocviciriranace 64
BALLYMENA ................ 33

John O'Sullivan

Ciannon’s nan—.“__n._ﬂnhml“n .._....__._d:..nr.
L across the uarter line
_.s__ﬂ-.nﬁ John  McWeen also
reminded the watching lnsh selec-
tor, Donal Lenihan, of his ability.
Full back Kevin Nowlan's
claims for a recall o the national
side will have been strengthened
by BSaturday’s performance in
which he, once again, proved a
superlative strike runner: but it is
the performance of Trevor Bren-
nan_ that may have grabbed
Lenihan’s attention most.

Brennan produced a lowering
display, from his solidity when
fielding kick-ofTs, ta his intelligent
support play. In a game where, as
the scoreline indicates, the tack=
ling was largely of the der-pull
z_%.ﬂ...m, the .u..-:.m_ﬁ .:__n..ﬁ__n:
olfer Wﬁn.nq substance, hitting
hard and often.

_His accession to the Ireland A
side should be a formality. There
was mild concern that Brennan
had popped the ASC joinl in his
shoulder during the match bul it
proved to be a minor displace-
menl rather than a dislocation and
he intends to be first on the coach
for the Garryowen game next Sat-
urday.

St Mary's captain Steve Jame-
son described his team’s first-half
performance as “awesome™ and it
woutld be difficult 1o argue. Faced
by & strong breeze, they produced

some scinbillating rughy, while, at
the same time, surviving several
scares al the other , which

owed as much o poor Ball na
finishing as it did 1o good unu_«%.mnn.

Jameson conceded that St
Mary's had targeted the scrum as

[~ Topseven |

PW DLFAPT
Shannon... 9 B O mmﬂmw“m
Garryowsn. 9 B 1 171
YMunster . 9 6 1 21685119 13
StMary's.. 9 6 0 3303198 12
Ballymens .~ 10 & 0 4271180 12
Clomtarf ... 10 5 0 5199190 10
CorkCom.. 10 5 0O 5162156 10

a particular Ballymena
strongpoint and had s
zillion scrums during the week,
but it paid off.” With openside
Mark Cuddihy an effective link in
the continuity chain, the home
side scored three fine tries through
Mclireavy, Gannon and Nowlan.

It was difficult not to feel gym-

thy for Ballymena. Deprived of

¢y players Keith Gallick and Rab
Irwin they never quite managed to
construct the requisite platform
up front yet still created try scor-
ing chances anly to spurn them.
-hall’ Andy Maichett en-
joyed a superb game, grabbing a.
race of tries and generally ap—
.=.q sharp and incisive. Full
ﬁnw an Cunningham was an-
other to perform combatively, but
even they were swepl away in the
bluewash.

Perhaps the final ignominy for
the visitors was when Irwin was
refused rmission |0 replace
Rodney imer at half-time w_u.
referce Brian Campsall, on consul-
tation with a doctlor, because the
former was deemed to have scrum

pox.

Trailing 20-5 at the interval,
Ballymena conceded two further
tries in the first three minules
after the interval, Gannon and
McWeeney stretching their legs. A
Denis Hickie intercept try moved
5t Mary's 1o 41-5 ahead and the
match was over. The side’s contin-
ved 10 swap trics as the game
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often resembled seven's fare.
Ballymena coach MNelie Smith
was generous in defeal paying
tribute Lo the prowess of St Mary's
in possession,  bul  correctly
pointed out that defensively the
winners could be quite lax, a point
which Jameson acknowledged,
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& need to be more Enquwmnnu_.
._H,- mental thing, you can'l con-
tries thalt we

cede the sart of

did. The lads know that and it is

1o work on.”

Eﬂh_ﬂgﬁanﬂ the work load is

moce gargantuan: they can
M..__._.Mua no more slip ups if they are

Victor Costello of St Mary's pushes off Ballymen

alive,

wo..ﬂ!.g
Campson  cormes
Campon car

Campion convesmion, 348 88 Hick iry,
pon conversion, 455, BT Malchan iry, Park

slim promotion hopes
t Mary's should feel less
threatened,
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consersion, 41-12, 58 Campeon panaliy, 4812,
58 Dougan , Pak comverson, 44-10, B1:
Coslefia Iry, FJI! cofvafinn 510G B3

a's Rupert West during Saturday's game at Templeville Road. — (Photograph: Paddy Whelan).
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Matchell iry, Park conversion, 51.28. T

.._.n__{-_ma!_ ﬁ. 5626, T2 Camgion pesnal

Iry. Park comversion
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ST MAHY'S COLLEGE: X Mowlan, J
MeWsanay, A Mclieavy, G Gannon, D Hcie, F

Campeon, T MeGunnass, E Byme, B Browna, P

Cayle. S Jameaon (sapl], M Aedly, T Brannan,

Cosisllo. W Cudddry  Replscements: P Suli-
wan for Coatelia 70 mns. P Power for Brannan
TV fun

BALLYMEMNA: | Cunningham, J T B
Ranay, 5 MeDawed, | Gray, A Park, A Malchall
zf!:!_mmhﬂl”.nﬂ_rﬂ..im
E.nrtmulnrggi...
MacCanney Hepiscemants: A

drgwa 45 mns; M Boyd for M
Faleres B Campsall [Enpland).

51 mans.
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Mary’s |
get title|
in their |
sights |
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THERE can have been few  oos captam. wurually foaled
more grbsmscking deys (o the  off the ficld.
hiuary of the AN lreland For Hallymena there was
Leagne. A0 lones. evenie al  pothieg bul the glark reals st
Templeville Rosd bordered or  that they serr in thin = d]
the ushelievalde. but in the end  spell and blew it Y mEy
the hinle scorchanrd an the cor-  t2ke seme comfom @ thear
nor [Hshed hhe 3 wamang lght - mird-comeback, jua as ?5.__.
o every ofher club im the di- HEG. b asking (Femsclves why
vision B oread S8 Many's 6 ey allo the wisiloms o
Ballymena 13, Linreal. chalk wp %0 many poums. Aficr
51 Mary s wormed mene e s 48 miniiles  Ballvmena  were
the Llsermen. o their im-  sinking fasl. Behind 41-5
e credil, hatiled back fram  fallowing three Many's ines in
it depiire of desparr (o findsh 10 manures, they foughr their
il e of thesr own. With tus comer  well  aid  wos  (he
i (he Dublisers pow move  seonarder of the gpams 26-23 4
amwn ane of e play-oll” dats crumb af camlest as ther sca-
while Ballymena shp o fifh,  sos sneals s freefall -
Beclone the hanw wde olli- By’ s have now woodod 144
sraled thern yestorday, Helie .ﬂkiu.d!l ir fund theee games.
Srmith's side Err...u 8 T ol E.Hu-n_.r-:.!s_n.n.l,un%:n&
chances 10 "% in 1T, WETE W algni
En._l:u_run:-un.lwu.a—_.!ni i M.-un_quﬁ—ﬂﬂﬂn:.- ﬂ_&_u. ¥
they were mude 1 pay for ._.;.3. s.m!__nuaﬁ an e 1W
prulligacy. mans sicew, in which lnnes
The sgneme Gareih Ganson Cray could castly kave soored,
im Mary's midfcld was nightly  and went ahead afier 1 mine |
piven Lhe man of (ke mawch utes thro Ray Mcibreavy.
aveard for hes Pao eees, ks wi-  Full-bock Bevig Mawlan ey,
weon and his indelhgence, but  ded through a M.u“_vgsﬁw-&‘
any oee of half a dozen chale  Melireasy uu& the ensa g c
lefped Bim for (e hosous, ing meck MeGuinness lashed = =
p front ke expecied warol  nut s long pass to Gannen, wha  Change of the Bght blue brigade: Steve Jamesan, the 51 Mary's Collegs caplaln, has his progress checked by the combined might of Ballymena's Stephen Ritchie and John Andrews
amntics hetwern the packs did  fed  Fis low cemre wha
oot muierialise os both sides  scored with case. Two minutes o pemaby to make it 135 Then  Macher, Park foukd vp 2 three convened e, Two  bovely becuk own of defemce converting. Thar merely And it west on and on. Gras
sitrght 80 throvw the ball sheat  laler Ganson scered hamssll Ballymena Began 0 shoot  glonous oppomunity. Mary's  sunules afler the restarl Cam- - soon tumed bo disoster & be  sparked o bt-fortat seonng failsd io bold Macken's pas—
from ihe fir whistle, bot for  and Mary’s were B themsgbves in the foot Firs fan  punished them ummediaiely  paon dosted over for his secemd  Jobbed a pass stnight inlo De-  coniess. Campiva kicked s afler 70 munstes and McWeern —
the wiinmers the beck pow of  Then the gomse truly entesed Conningham should have when Mowlen ceosed follswing  ry. Twao mirates ofter that Cos- mis Hickse's bands in midfield  first of 1w penaities, them from ey skated away For his secome
Trevor Brenmam, Vector Cos- o bimarre stage wilk a bowd of seered m dhe comer, then sweet work Between Campioa  lefle's 20-melre break 568 pa wnd nokad E_ﬂ._n_.:nﬂ_._.nu_ﬂ__n an -_.__...uni_u vn_r_n.E .}._.__.J. Y. Then ﬂngvﬁ.: Kicked —
wedlo and Mark Coddshy proved  sconng which never relented  Matchet! whould huve done the  and Ganson, ruck ani when Mary's movedil  siopped  him  [rom  sconng.  Dowogan scored for Ball penuley and im the game*s dyim s—
rmesrstshbe, g:i&.ﬁ_.—ﬁ two umdil the final whsile. The same. I all ended with w micsed Nobody could have expecied  wide, @t was Cosello who Campion comverted, 41-8 1o Costello replied jus afler c_u momenls Michoel Boy i
ey anl wverpowering their - splendid Andy Marchedi set ap  Andy Pailk penaly and thor-  Uee ferodaly o which Mary®s  fhrew ihe docrave siss b lohn  Mary's. hour oaly 1o see Maicheit got  ploughed aver for a Ballymers —
oppasiie numbers with & serses John Andrews, _I—H_ —q.__l-.mun_ ough [neretion forthe visilors,  would begin ke second hal,  McWeeney on the wing. Wil Afier 51 minuies, finally b secemd o few moments laier.  iry ard the excellent Cilduie =
of \kunderclap tackles. Al the over the  Mary's  line, _ﬂ.._!__.ﬂ__:..no... five munuses lscr  east of all Ballymena, Withia  Ballymena reeling from thal  Matchen was rewarded for his 1t was dizzy sldf, end-ta-eml,  fadsbed iLall off wilh oneolh ®
#nil, Saeve lameson, (e veclon-  quickly Fergal E_Eu—n_ﬂa when afies brlliant work by elght minuies ey had seared  double whainey, Matehei's  nidusiry when be seored, Park  gripping 1o waich own,
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STMARY'S 84

BALLYMENA 33

David McKechnle
Templeville Road

THREE consscutive defeats
for Hallymena. but yester
day’s march. when they con-
ceded an astonishing nine
tries in one of the most re-
markable games of the
season. may ufiimatel prove
managed to come up with
five of their cwn, but most
came when alleviadng the
embarrassment was all that
was left to play for.

It was a mabtch decided in
the first half. a period which
saw the visitors spend long
spells inside the 5t Mary's
half, enly to reap virrually no
reward. The fact that they
trailed 20-%5 at half-time was
merely a reflection of St
Mary's greater ruthlessness,

Scorelines as clear<ut as
this rarely have that decisive
moment known as 2 uming
peint, but yesterday was an
exception. It came after 25
minuces, when at 13-5 down,
Ballymena had ample oppor-
tunity to recover. For seven
minutes they cam inside
the St Mary's 22, home
side defended well, but it was
maostly Ballymena's own prof-
ligacy that kept them
scoring. At one stage, Michae]
Rainey was a yard from the
line in the corner when he
misplaced his pass and the
move came to nothing. Four
minutes later, Andy Park
missed a penalty. and by the
end of the half, 5t Mary's were
virtually out of sight.

Playing inte a considerable
breeze, St Mary's defended in
depth and their backs did the
maximum of damage. Eleven
minutes in, a sweeping move
through the centre gave Ray
Mcllreavy the opening try.

Two minutes later, Bren-
nan made a break inside the
22 and fed Gannor. who
slipped in to score.

Lack of effort was never
Ballymena's Achilles heel, In-
deed eight minutes later they
gave themselves a chance
with some quick thinking by

Matchett. The scrum-half
nr_u&. tapped a penalty on
e 5t Mary's 22, passed it (o
Andrews, and the number &
» threw himself over the line.

For all the admirable work
of their pack, Ballymena
never managed to bulld on
that. A further blow arrived a
minute before the break
when 5t Mary's &t up a ruck
inside the visitors' half.
Campion passed right ta Gan-

non and Nowlan accelerated
ingn thie Ball and went over.

tew were convioced: 14 was
all ower at that stage, but |
eight minutes later they were |
certain. An astonishing speil
just after the break saw 5t
Mary'’s cross the line three
times. all of them converted |
by Campion. First. Gannon
scored virtually from the kick
off, then, two minutes lazer,
Costello fed McWeeney who
wuched down in the corner.
Ballymena were in disamray.
To prove it, a Marchett pass
went hopelessly astray in
midfield. Hickie pounced and
suddenly, with half an hour
to play, 5t Mary's had broken
the 40-point barrier.

The remainder of the game
was an irrelevance, as try
after farclcal try was notched
up with abandon. Ballymena
gave themsebves a boost with
two tries in close succession,
the first by Matchett down
the left, the second from sub-
stitute Andy Dougan. It
wasn't encugh to stifle 5t
Mary's; Costellotraded passes
with Nowlan down the right
and broke through for a score
of his own, and soon after-
wards McWeeney got his sec
ond down the same side
Conselation scores from
Matchert and
dental, as was Cuddihy’s late
try for St Mary's. .

The Mary's fans were suft- |9
ably delighted with the offer- |
ing, but the meek manner in |5

ich they conceded scores .m,
of their own won't have gone |
unnoticed. Rarely ame po- 0
tential champlons so careless. *

As for Bal na, their
season is in real danger of ca-

irulating. Placed second be-

ore yesterday, they'll be

anqamv hoping that they can
er long enough

h- -
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to reach the play offs.

Vietor Costallo of St Mary's on the charge against Ballymena at Templeville Road yesterday

10 PATACK BOLGER
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