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Kieran Rooney

Young Munster...... A1
S5t Mary's College.miinn 19

>._. last — a victory for St

Mary's College in Limenck.
With the Insurance Corporation
League in its seventh year, the
Templeville Road outfit trave
elled to Chifford Park yesierday
fed up with people telling them
that they had pever managed o
record a wan n whal s very
mugch the capital of Irish club

...:ﬂ-ﬂnh—.... n@:ﬁ?ﬁ...uﬂ:-u.qﬂ_mnw-
ald argued that il wasn't some-
thing thai particularly bothered
him, others gquite clearl
thought difTerenily. Big loc
Steve Jameson described the
wictory as “sweet" afler playing
on a succession of losing 51
Mary's sides in Limerick.

Il 5t Mary's were to end that
record and prove themselves
championship contenders they
were gomng to have to grafl,
even against 2 Young Munster
side which has made a disap-
ﬂw._:_._.am start 1o their campaign.

ell, St Mary's, and in particu-
lar Jameson. grafted lor the
entire B0 minules.

They needed to. After leading
16-5 at the interval they saw
Young Munster reduce the defi-
cit to 16-11 within 15 minutes of
the sacond half. The home side,
with the wind now at their
backs, must have fancied their
chances.

But it was S5t Mary's who
conirolled the remainder of the
game, mainly through the
superb work of Jameson in the
hine-outs and their excellent
mauling. They never really
looked like conceding a further
score and deservedly had the
final word when their out-hall
_"_m.i_ﬂ Fitzpatrick landed his

ourth penally in inj Lime.

The n_n.n_u_.H: ...u_.“w__u..n that

alty seemingly did not please
oung Munster Manker Des
Clohessy, who had to be
restrained at the Mnal whistle.
But referee Sean Buggy reported
alterwards that he was nol
iouched and there were no
problems.

Mor did Ciaran Fitzgerald

have any problems with a game

R e

yasterday.

which threatened to boil over
early on but never did. Not sur-
prisingly, both Fitzgerald and
Young Munsier coach Dan
Moaooney picked oul Man of the
Maich Jameson for particular
mention.

Mooney said: “I'm very dis-
sppointed. We knew we needed
a wiclory badly but you will not
get wins in the modern game
against a side which dominates
the line-outs.

“But all credit to 51 Mary's.
For & leam to come down gnd
play gs well as they did, they
deserve a lot of praise. They
fully deserved their win and
undoubiedly look like champi-
onship potential.”

Yesterday wasn't a day flor
anything fancy. St Mary's tried
1o move the ball along their al-
ented backline bul repeatedly
came up against an oulsianding
Young Munster defence.

On the one occasion that St

Muary's really got it right, 26
minutes into the Mrst hall, they
scored their only try. Denis
Hickie, keen 10 impress before
the Irish side to face Wales is
unnounced, pla a key role,
taking a pass from Fitzpatrick
before shoing through the mid-
dle of the Young Munsier
deflence.

The ball was then wransferred
smoothly before full-back Peter
MNowlan sent lefl-wing David
Lyons over to the leit of the

osts. Filzpatrick's conversion

fi 1 Mary's with their 16-5
half-time advantage. Earlier, the
impressive Fitzpairick had
landed three penalties while
scrum-hall Derek Tobin had
responded with a good oppor-
Lumnist try for Young Munster,

5till, the game was up lor
grabs. Victor Cosicllo was
doing the odd good thing on his
return for St Mary's but will
clearlv need more time o find

Held wp: Cork Constitution scrum-half Brian O'Meara Is tackled by Lansdowne's Stephen 0'Connor at Lansdowne Road

his true form after his unhappy
period at London Irish.
Hickie, for his part, did
exceptionally well 1o sel up the
iry but was seeing little of the
ball. So Young Munster knew
they were in with & chance if
ihey made the right sort of stan
io the second hall. They did.

Within 11 minutes, oul-hall
Aidan O'Halloran had landed a
penalty to reduce the deficih 1o
16-8, Four minutes later the
same player struck again with
another penalty to cut the 5t
Mary's lead to just 16-11. It was
time for the St Mary's lorwards
to produce.

This they did in the most
emphalic manner. Jameson won
every line-oul ball worth win-
ning end Kevin Polis was also
prominent, That they didn't add
1o their total until injury time
was down (o the Young Mun-
sier defence and some bad Juck.

ghted Dubliners N

s L | i
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_Fitzpairick, having scen a
kick rebound back off the cross-
bar in the first half, could
hardly believe his eyes when
another penalty hit an wpright
with nine minutes remaining.

Sensibly, 5t Mary's keep
things ught and were rewarded
for their pressure three minutes
into injury time, when Fitz-
patrick kicked his founth pen-
alty of the afterncon. So 5t
Mary's s1ay in ront of the pack
in the race for the title: next
stop Lansdowne at Templeville
Road in two weeks time.

Young Massster; P Boand, J Carey, N GMean,
M Lynch, W Mcamaia, & OHalios, © Tabn, &
Hamgan, Mack Figeratd, Mick Fitrgerad, D
Omeam W OFaloan, O Ciotessy, O Edwards
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St Mary’s
finally lay
Limerick
hoodoo

ST MARY'S COLLEGE went
to Tom Clifford Park last
Saturday, as leaders in the In-
surance Corporation All [re-
land League and burdened by
the legacy of never having
won a league tie in Limerick
since 1S mmauguration,

But 5t Mary"s signed the scene
with their honour and resolution
and ended the seven-year hitch by
defeating Young Munster, having
laid the Limenck bogey and, at
the same time, keeping their un-
beaten record intaet,

It was a vibrant contest and no
place for the faint of heart. Appli-
calion and courage arc cssential
requirements for the visitor to this

most formidable rugby territory.
St Mary's answered the call on all
counts. And if the result was in
doubt until the third minute of
injury time when St Mary's
stretched a five-poin
£l didnte po
doubt that they deserved to win.
There were several in their side
who had not previously experienc-
ed the demands of a mateh at Clif-
ford Park, a factor that 5t Mary's
coach Ciardn Fitzgerald said,
“helped them insofar as they were
not really concerned aboutl the
fact we had never won in Limer-
fck.” But it was a man who has
been at the heart of St Mary's
efforts for several years now, and
who has been at the centre of
some controversy at Clifford Park
in the past, second row Steve
Jameson, who emerged as the key
figure in this victory.

Jameson had an outstanding
match and his play in the line-out
was a crucial element in helping
his side to victory. He was very
ably assisted bﬂ: pack of forwards
who passed the examination set
them with merit and another vet-
eran, Kevin Poits, also played
;plendidlh

For St Mary's it was, as Fitzger-
ald said, “a very big and impor-
tant win. They defended
superbly, We tried everything to
break them down, but apant from
one try, they countered us,”

But that try in the 26th minute
was nol alone 2 erucial score, it
was splendidly created and clini-
cally executed, a sweeping move-
ment from right to left with Denis
Hickie coming in off the right
wing to crealec an extra man and
full back Keith Nowlan up to give
Dave Lyons the scoring pass.
Craig Fitzpatrick, who had an-
other fine match, converted and
St Mary's led 16-5.

Filzpatrick had earlier kicked d

three penalty goals, while scrum-
hall Derek Tobin had scored a t
for Young Munster in the sevent
minute after he capitalised when
St Mary's failed to clear from a
scrum near their line. That had
left the home side 5-3 in front —
Fitzpatrick had kicked a penalty
a5 early as the firsl minute — and
then added two more in the ninth
and 20th minutes,

“tRereis 1 ™

YOUNG MUNSTER ........ 11
STMARY'S.......ccccoeeu 19

Edmund Van Esbeck

5t Mary's had enjoyed the bene-
fits of a cold crosswind and had
steod up well to the Young Mun-
ster pack. Indeed, St Mary's
mauled and drove with great ef-
fect throughou!, scrum-haif Eoin
McCormack was a splendid link
between backs and forwards, [t
was, 100, unfortunate for Young
Munster that they lost their cap-
tain and number eight Declan Ed-
wards in the 16th minute. He had
played very well in the short time
he was on Lhe ficld.

Young Munster faced the
sccond period with an 1l-point
deficit. When Aidan O'Halloran
kicked two penalty goals in the
51st and 55th minutes, they stood

lead into Jjust five points adriftl and the
e S s wasset fora really big come-

back. But it did not materialise.
“At that stage [ felt we could and
would win,” said a very disap-

inted Young Munster coach

an Mooney. “But St Mary's
weathered our pressure and we
did not help ourselves by giving
away needless penalties when we
got into their half.”

That assessmenl was accurale,
as that is what Young Munster
did. Then, in the closinime_s, St
Mary's kept play in the Young
Munster half. Jameson's line-out
play was majestic at this stage and
St Mary's regularly had the
throw-in  as  Young Munster
kicked to touch out of defence.

_Three minutes inlo injury time,
with only five points separating
the sides, Young Munster were
penalised (rather harshly in m
view) for offside and Fitzpatri
completed a fine performance by
kicking his fourth penalty. He
scored 14 points and also hit a
crossbar and an upright with two
other attempts. The final penalty
award was disputed vigorously by
Young Munster's very hard work-
ing Ffankcr Des Clohessy. As a
result, referee Sean Bupgy won
few [riends al Tom Clifford Park
and in fact, ended up having to be
escorted from the feld, .

“5t Mary's well deserved Lo win.
They played well and tied us down
in the c‘{jsing stages with good
mauling. We needed those points,
but we will now focus on the next
match and 1 feel sure we will move
to safety,"” said Mooney.

SCORING SEQUENCE: 1 min: Filzpatnck
penalty, 03, T: Toten by, 53, & Fizpainck

nulty, 56, 20: Fitzpainck pﬂmsa_r.. a&%l?ﬁ

Jameson, K .
lelio, ¥ Devin Temporary mplacamant M
Cuddhity lor Costaia
Falerea 8 Buggy (ARLB)
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Tom English at Tom Clifford Park

Young Munster 11 St Mary's College 19
P Boland; J C , N O'Meara, M Lynch, K Nowlan; D Hickie, E Gibney, G Gannon,
N McNamara: A O'Halloran, D Tobin: N© D Lyons; C Fitzpatrick, E McCormack; B
Hartigan, Mark Michael Keane, B Browne, E Byme, D Bourke, S
Fitrgerald, M O'Halloran, D D'Meara, D Jameson, K Pelts, ¥ Costelle, K Devlin,
Cioheszy, D Edwards (D Mullane 16min),

G Earis.

Scorers: Fitzpatrick (P 2min) 0-3, Tobin (T Tmin) 5-3

% 22min) 5-9: Lyons (T) & Fitzpatrick (C 26min) 5-16, 0'
p 55min) 11-16. Fitzpatrick (T 80min) 11-19,
. Ground: good. Referes: S Bupgy (LAR)

Hallgran
Wealher:

ck (P 8min) 5-6; Fitrpatrick
an (P 51mn) 8-16

A SIZZLING game, packed
with incident, and a momentus
victory for St Mary's, who fi-
nally nailed their Limerick hoo-
doo after six long and bamen
years.

They came here as League
lcaders, ideal fodder for a
Young Munster team which has
made a habit of wrecking the
dreams of title chasers. At the
end. Steve Jameson, the man of
the match, climbed the stairs of
the bus that doubles as a press
box at Tom Clifford Park and
revealed the enormity of his
pride. *‘I've been coming here
all these years and every time
things have gone against us,”
he said. **We had a huge mental
barrier to cross and we crossed
it. Today was sweet.™

The lock deserved enormous

. credit, for he had a huge game.
And with this victory comes
further evidence of his team's
worth. They will be ferociously
difficult to beat this season, os
Shannon — and now Munsiters
— have found out. Their spirit
is astonishing. They weathered
a torent of Munsters pressure
in the second half before strik-
ing out to make the game safe
in injury time.

In Jameson and Dan Bourke
they had two class lineout
exponents. Kevin Potts was a
tearaway at blindside and Vic-
tor Costello — or Victory as he
was called in the match pro-
gramme — provided evidence
in the first and final quarters
that his move home from
London Irish was the right one.
Behind the scrum, Mary's have
danger, too. Craig Fitzpatrick is
a fly-half of immense talent. He
did for Shannon last month, and
he carved Munsters apart
yesterday.

And yet it all staned hid-
cously for the visitors, Fiz-
patrick's early penally being
cancelled out by a Munsters try
on seven minutes. [l was an
embarrassment to Mary's.
They had a scrum near their
own line, Munsters shoved like
hell and sent them shiding back-
wards. Derck Tobin, Munsters'
splendid scrum-half, picked up
and nipped over for the score.
The home support went ber-
serk. Aidan O"Halloran missed
the conversion, though, and
Munsters were nol (o score
again for 42 minules.

Mary's got their noses in
front with a second, swinging
Fizpatnick penalty. Then all
hell broke loose on the pitch.
Ger Earls, the Munstlers open
side, and his opposite number,
Kevin Devlin, lashed out at one
another. Within a minute Mick
O’Halloran and Emmet Bymne
were doing the same. The hist-
ory between these sides is laced
with bitterness and we were
given an ugly reprise of it here,

Mary's stepped up the pace
and the wind carmied them for-
ward. They kicked intelligently
for touch and released their
back line brilliantly. After Fitz-

atrick had put them into a 9-5
ead, a stuoning move gave
them a try. The magnificent
Filzpatrick started it, breaking
clear of the Munsters cover and
slipping a sublime reverse pass
Evmn_.Eu Hickie. The night
wing shifted it to Eugene
Gibney, who let it out to Kevin
Nowlan and he sent David Ly-
ons, the left wing, over in the
comner. Wonderful stuff.

Mary's kept coming. The
Young Munster tactic of kick-
ing away possession was poinl-
less, as Jameson & Co cleaned

Welcome to the Killing Fields: Aldan O'Halloran,

up at the ensuing lineout and
gificd ect ball to the vis-
itors’ ks. Fitzpatrick was
unlucky when a penalty after 32
minutes slapped off the cross-
bar, but still they were looking
totally in command. The Mun-
sters faithful prayed that in the
second half the wind would do
for them what it had done for

Mary's. For a while it did, byt
Munsters’ continual kicks for
touch floundered on the rock of
Jameson.

Young Munster, however
are not ones to jack it in __._____._ﬂ_.”
things are going ugainst them
Their supporters roused them iy,
the middle of the half, _”.E.m.—_._m
on the advertising boards g

ir men drove forward. Aidan
M.m_.—n_"o-m= landed two pen-
alties and their pack came alive,
Des Clohessy and the

m_ﬂ_ﬂ_w__m prop Niall Hartigan
w:.nmmnm them back into
nou__nuﬂmnﬂ.

ifty-five minutes gone,
:WM w.n Marys. The tension

much for some people. Be-
decked in a Munsters gcarf,
Ollie Reed — yes, thut Ollie
Reed — departed the press bus
and headed away, presumably
in the direction of the bar,

Into the final quarter, and
Munsters searched desperately
for a way through the Mary's
defence. Their back line, how-

ever, ¢ame up short and
Mary's, heroically und against
a stiffening breeze, battled to-
wards Lthe home side's line.
Munsters killed the ball und
Fitzpatrick had an opportunity
1o put further distunce between
the sides. Bul, for the second
time, his kick struck an upright.

On 74 minutes Munsters

Mary’s scale the Limerick wall

Foun Horan

the Young pMunster fly-half, gets to grips with the St Mary’s College centre Eugene Gibney In a match which saw tempers fray

broke after sustained Mary's
_u_ﬂvEn But once more, from a
incout, Jameson soared highest
ond protected the ball like it
was a new-born babe. Mury's
went downlield and, in injury
time, they won a penalty when
Munsters strayed offside. Fitz-
patrick booted over the winning
points. A famous victory.




YOUNG MUNSTER 11
STMARY'S 19
David McKechnle

Tom Clifford Park

SO much for never having
won in Limerick, Many more
performances like this from
St Mary's and any other bad
memories they may have
could fall just as comfortably
by the wayside.

Against Young Munster,
they showed the attacking

spark that was expected, but

it was the pack that really
shone. Victor Costello had a
wholly satisfactory comeback
game, while Steve Jameson
was simply awesome in the
lineout.

When Young Munster were
having their best spell, early
int he second half, it was hard
0 remember an instance
where Jameson failed towin a
ineout, Such was his
lominance, the home side
ailed to get any rhythm in
heir rucking and were often
rtagmented and slow to
upport.

It wasn’t just up front
vhere St Mary's dominated.
Nith' one try apiece on the,
inal scoreboard, Craig
itzpatrick also had a fine
fternoon with several vital
icks, particularly in the

Nowlan and Dennis Hickie
ran as gamely as ever and
contributed handsomely to
the game's best score after 26
minutes.

With Hickie bursting
through the centre, he played
a delightful interchange with
Nowlan, David Lyons was the
spare man and he powered up
the left to touch down in the
corner,

Fitzpatrick's conversion
settled St Mary’s into a 16-5
lead they always looked
capable of hanging onto. The
game up until then had been
a lively affair, punctuated by a
series of needless penalties.

With the wind at his back
inthe first half Fitzpatrick
was in every mood to take full
advantage. He kicked three
penalties from similar
positions in the opening 22
minutes and those scores
overhauled Young Munsters
séventh minute unconverted
try.

With St Mary's penned
back in their own corner, they
failed to control their own
put-in and Munster’s
scrumhalf Derek Tobin
snatched it and spun into the
corner. However, that score
looked more and more like a
once off as St Mary’s handling
got better and better.

Still, they got a fright at the
start of the second half as

— '
Sweet revenge

their 16-5 half time lead was
quickly whittled back.

It was Aidan O'Halloran's
turn to have the wind at his
back, and he responded
accordingly. Within 14
minutes of the restart two
penalties had dragged Young
Munster back to within five
points and the visitors looked
rattled.

The reason they didn't
capitalise was all of their own
doing: too often they didn't
support and wasted valuable
possession. Tobin prompted
where he could and Des
Clohessy was his aggressive
self, but the intense pressure
St Mary's looked like they
could be vulnerable to never
materialised.

Instead they came back and
it was Young Munster’s
defence that was tested most
for the remainder of the

game.

SCORING SEQUENCE
2 mins: C Fitzpatrick pen 0-3; T mins: D
Tobin try 5-3; 9 mins: C Fitzpatrick pen 5
6; 22 mins: C Fitzpatrick pen 59; 26
mina; D Lyons try, C Fitzpatrick con 5-16;
51 mins: A O'Halloran pen B-16; 54 mina:
A O'Halloran pen 11-16; 83 mins: C
Fitzpatrick pen 11-19
YOUNQ MUNSTER: P Boland; J Carey, M
Lynch, N O'Meara, N McNamara; A
O'Halloran, D Tobin; N Hartigan, Mark
Fitzgerald, Mick Fitzgerald; M O'Halloran,
D O'Meara; D Clohessy, D Edwards, G
Ennls. e
ST MARY'S: K Nolan; D Hickle, G Gannon,
R Mclireavy, D Lyons, C Fitzpatrick: E
McCormack, B Keane, B Browne, E Byrne,
S Jameson, D Bourke, K Potts, V Costello,
K Devlin.
Referee: S Buggy (LAR)

pening period. Kevin '
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Helneken Cup Final

Cardiff Arms Park: BRIVE 28 (S Carrat 2
tries, S Viars, G Fabre tries, C Lamalson con,
pen, dr gl} LEICESTER 9 (J Liley 3 pens) HT 8-6

Insurance Corporation
All Ireland League

Division One

Eaton Park: BALLYMENA 25 (M Beatty try,
R Mclimoyle 6 pens, con) SHANNON 37 (B
0'Shea, P McGooey, A Foley, E Halvey, A
Quinlan tries; A Thompson 2 pens, 3 cons)
Stradbrook: BLACKROCK 8 (P Q'Brien try,
A McGowan pen) TERENURE 22 (P Walsh try,
pen, 2 cons; N Hogan, R Browne tries)
Dooradoyle: GARRYOWEN 39 () Brooks, D
Larkin, P O'Grady, P Hogan, S Leahy, tries, J
Clarke 2 tries, K Keane 2 cons) INSTONIANS 9
(SBond 3 pens)

Lansdowne Road: LANSDOWNE 30 (R Cor-
rigan, D O Mahony, M McDermott tries, pen-
alty try, E Elwood 2 cons, 2 pens) CORK
CONSTITUTION 6 (R O'Gara dr gl, pen)
Anglesea Road: OLD BELVEDERE 36 (P
McKenna, C Bewley, S Tormey 2, D Shanley
tries, W Treacy 4 con, pen) DUNGANNON 23
(G Leslie, 5 Bell, W Dunne tries, A Blair dr gl,
pen, con)

Donnybrook: OLD WESLEY 6 (A Hawe 2
pens) OLD CRESCENT 18 (S Tuohy 6 pens)
Tom Clifford Park: YOUNG MUNSTER 11
(D Tobin try, A O'Halloran 2 pens) ST
MARY'S COLLEGE 19 (D Lyons try, C Fitzpa-
trick 4 pens, con)

PWDWLFAPs
StMary's Coll ....... 5 4 1 011977 9
Lansdown® ... 5 4 0 1149 60 8
ShannoN.wmess 5 & 0 1120 80 8
GarryowWeNeees 5 4 0 1152121 8
Teranure Coll....... 5 4 0 184 63 8
BlackrockColl....... 5 3 0 210579 &
CorkConucvrseenrsene 5 2 1 293 86 8
Dungannon ... 5 2 0 3145128 4
Oid Belvedaeres....... 520 38384 4
Ballymena..wveees 5 1 0 3 80112 4
Young Munster... 5 1 0 4 75109 2.
Old Wesley ..cooee.. 5 1 0 4 48 95 2
Old Crascant......... 5 1 0 4 73117 1
Instonlans....oe. 5 0 0 5 39184 0

Next fixtures: 8 February: Inst v OW, OCv
0B, Shannon v Garryowen, Con v Ballymena,
ot Marv's v Lansdowne Dunaanron v Black.

Divislon Three
Uprichard Park: BANGOR 8 (S McKinty try,
N Powderley pen) GALWEGIANS 41 (K Bar-
rett 3 pens, con; G Heaslip 2 tries; D Redden
2 tries; P Rowe, B Gavin tries)

Chambers Park: PORTADOWN 38 (A
Matchett, M Begley, M Ericson, T Octave
tries; § Laing 4 pens, 3 cons) DUBLIN UNI-
VERSITY 12 (I Quigley try, con; J Cunning-
ham try)

Deramore: COLLEGIANS 14 (M Robinson, J
Gilmartin tries; A Torrens 2 cons) UCD 18 (R
Ormonde 2 pens, con; J Sharpe, $ Cantwell
tries)

Corinthian Park: CORINTHIANS 12 (A
White 4 pens) WATERPARK 5 (J McNally try)
HT: 6-0

Thomond Park: BOHEMIANS 5 (M Benson
try) BUCCANEERS 6 (K Slevin pen, D Lillie dr

gl)
Free: Queen's University

PWDULF APts
Galwaglans........... 5 5 0 0107 44 10
Buccaneaers.......... . 4 4 0 07537 8
(1] ol - R —— 6 3 1 2105108 7
Portadown......cccune 4 3 0 1100 54 6
Bohemians............ 4 3 0 1832 6
Colleglans ... § 10 37370 4
Quean'sUnlv ........ 4 2 0 2707 4
Corinthlans........... 5 11 3159 13
Dublin Univ............ 5§ 1 0 498135 2
Bangor ... -« 3 1 0 466139 2
Waterpark............. 5 00 5419 0

Next fixtures: B Feb: DU v Corinthians,
Galwegians v Bohs, QU v Collegians, Porta-
down v Bangor, UCD v Buccaneers, Free:
Waterpark
STATISTICS

(before yesterday’s games)
Try scorers:
3 S McKinty (Bgr), J Culhane (Boh), D Reddan
(Gal), D Finn, J Sharp (UCD)
2 B Rigney, J Screéne (Buc), M Jackson (Col), )
Cunningham, D McElligott, A Turtle (DU), A
Hood (QU), R Ormonde, R Staunton (UCD)
Point scorers:

' 425Laing (Por)
36 Quigley (DU)
33 M Benson (Boh), R Ormonde (UCD)
328 Hall (QU) '

27 A White (Cor), 23 R Collins (Col), 19 T

Choart.Traimmr (Biel & Wi uba 1A 8 am




