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GILBERT
MATCH
BALL
SPONSOR
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t&ug@mﬁﬁﬂuaz LEAGUE - DIVISION ONE

Shannon RFC

KEVIN NOWLAN
DENIS HICKIE
GARETH GANNON
RAY McILREAVY
DAVID LYONS
FEARGAL CAMPION
EOIN McCORMACK
BRIAN KEANE (CAPTAIN)
BARRY BROWNE
EMMET BYRNE
STEVE JAMESON
KEVIN POTTS

MARK REILLY
KEVIN DEVLIN
FRANK FITZGERALD

SUBSTITUTES
16. CONOR McGUINNESS, 17. CRAIG FITZPATRICK,
18. DAVID BRESLIN, 19. PETER COYLE,
20. MARK CUDDIHY

mﬂ.n:hn.
A. Watson
(URF)

SATURDAY
21st December
1996
at 2.30 p.m.

Templeville
Road

.

Touch Judges:
Tom McCormack
(ARLB),
Michael Touhey
(ARLB)

15.
14.
13.
12.
11.
10.

DN O AW N

PAT MURRAY
BILLY O’SHEA

ALAN McGRATH

CONOR McDERMOTT (CAPTAIN)
ANDREW THOMPSON

JIM GALVIN

BRIAN MacGOEY

DONAL COSTELLO

JOHN DEEGAN

NOEL HEALY

J. KIERAN MAHER

MICK GALWEY

. ALAN QUINLAN

EDDIE HALVEY
ANTHONY FOLEY

SUBSTITUTES:
JAMES HICKEY, IVOR O'BRIEN,
JOHN HAYES, RORY SHERRIFF,
JASON HAYES

ﬁ

ST. MARY’S RFC
IS SPONSORED BY

Firestone |

AWARD WILL BE PRESENTED
AFTER THE MATCH.

FIRESTONE “MAN OF THE MATCH”




Mary’s
do it
at the
death

12 DECEMBER 1996

i

David Walsh at Templaviile Road

ST MARY'S COLLEGE 13 SHANNON

Farery.
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A THUNDERING match that
had ux nveied and then, nght al
the end, & conclusion taken
rght om of Hicheock No
wonder the Mary's  fuithful
waited 1o thear men off

Mary's truibad |16 with the
clock tcking tovwards 80 min-
utes and for all their bravery, it
was had 1o uﬂn.?a_l they were

wing to ham ' ihings mound.
v had lou therr hooker,
Mo B and My-halfl before half-
time, bus the run of injumes dsd
nol  dampen  their  youthful
enthursiasm.

For thiy is a young Mary's
wile mnd they were quicker and
more advennmois than ther
heavyweight rivals. But Shan-
non’s defence was ootstanding:
ught and well organised ou

o

clase. It may be that the cham-

changed i the 7Rk mimuse,
“s aacked off a terum ca

g

Mary"s, ta their credie, had
trbed ta invalve Hickey at every

. nol as sweely as [ could. It was
- go up I thought, “This is

all  nemn will be moserable abour this ed

reasonahle opportunily, bt this
nme there was no space, Hickie
didn’l need it. He kept his

om the _ﬂw_r instinctivel u“_H -

", 1 [
s e e o
Shannon delence was 2 sites
and sevens.

Enin McCormmack, & gty
scrum-hall with & good pass,
Mizng the ball gway 1o his Jefi.
Gareth Garmen larched on o
and in an instasd Befl wing
David Lyons was flyimg to-
wardi the comer. And Lyans
can fly. He prounded out wide,
H-11 and Masy's had the
conversion 1o come.

Fitzpatrick understood ke
implicstions: "1 had come oo |
s a replacement and | knew the I8 5
kack would probably decide the |
maich,” he said. “'Normally
['d be happy with one out of
three from the touchline, bui
this was the ane 1o get, [ kept
my bead down, hit it as hard but

the [iest 1o say that Mary's de-
served their victory, but the
Shannom coach knows his side
can do much berier, There were
maments when you sensed the
champions’ power, panticularly
on those occasions when An-
thony Foley and Eddie Halvey
ko ibe middie
and flanker Alan Quinlan
mamed up beiwesn the cenmres.
It dide't happen nearly cften
encugh, simply becouse Shan-
nom were nol keen encugh lo
522§l happen.

close, bt when [ saw the

stuff dreams are made af*.""
One leam's dream is an-

other’s nightmare, and Shan-

result. In the two manules thal
were played afier Fitzpatrick's
magical no!_n.ﬂ._._uu.n.y-_ﬂ
L It 's
I_.____u.m_"nﬂh_u Ew—'“hﬂan in the
right cormer, For those minules,
they played like a tcam that  Mery's, it sheald be said,
wanied 1o win. Up to thes, they  began al & funous pace, deter-
had played o avaid losing. mimed ot i0 sand and wait for
0" Donovan was one of  the steamraller, Fiy-half Fergal

Unwelcome embrace: Kevin Potts of 5t Mary's

...... Baya
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Cork Con dip

RUGBY *15

o>~ |their fingers in

Camplan moved ball from aff My-half s goizg bo destabilise
pastieons, and even though any teas” sald coach Ciamn
some of (he passing was neat, Fitrgerald, hat [ thought some
mhﬂ:wuhw defence wis organ- of it !Eu.qEqE.i..E_..nn_oi
Imed, Ieams were respagsibility in sEC-
1o kill ball when the n_ﬁﬂ ﬁrﬁ Sleve r_.ua_“.:_ %E ]
had momentum. The liiex, v me, his best for us
Pt o he phy, o e o
Andrew Thompson cop..  Sin minutes into the second
vered (w0 of (hose that came galf Shannon fouked 1o have
Shannen's way and Cumpiog pu lhe gume beyond Mary's
wu_u_z for Masy's. Sixcthree gy when Alan MeGrih crashed
interval mnd given the way lurly tarrmigh the mid-
Shanoon defend, that seemed 3. ﬁﬂﬂ created prsition
safe esnugh lead an.u.t.ﬂu.“. from which Conor McDermal
fusther disrupted by the injuriey | gicked through For Billy
thal coil them Barry Browne,: [3sca. Thompsen missed 1he
Frank Fisageruld and Campion| comersion &8 _Lhen,  more
“Losing & hooker, No B and | jamningly, he filed with =

)N THE day, Young Munster

A never readly rose to the dln and

latter of thelr fellawers and
wiily 18 mimuies io gs the
alan an the embankment

| &one cold. Constltutin sb-

sarhved all the poundlng Yeung
Sunster could umif

| the Cookie jar

Danls Walsh
YOUNG MUNSTER 9
CORK CONSTITUTION 28

O Halloran struck back ok
st o Iy o sendy Bis

then won {he maich with =

I

Can silll tralled entering the
final quarter, but they hodn't
wel plaged in the seeond kalf,
To snather the game for the
whisle of the second period was
o mich For Young Mumster
o hope for; a8 soom s Can
were allowed to breathe they

| produced two ires amd the

Eame Wos over.

After rottllng Shannan's
cage lasi week; this waa
ansther bald mssertlon of
Con"s pelentlal, Worse hil by
defection than most teams In
the Flrst Divlslan, Thelr
regeneruilon has been mightily
Impresslve, Vesterday they
beegan witheut any Inhibitlons
and  immedistely (eok  the

© | pame to ihelr hosts, Coatral

nver Lhe [Eneoul was ederied

M from (he beginnlng, sad with
late 1

Michael O'Halloraa w
withdramal frem ihe Young
Munster second raw the hame
beam naver |oosemed Con,
Withoul m platferm oul of

| touch, Munsters were slaw 1o

| make use of & strong dingonal

e H wind in their favour and were

hehilnd afver only Ave minutes
ta & peoalty frem HRonan
O'Gara.

11 was pearly 10 minutes be-

8 fore Young Munsier mustered

an ailock o ihresten the
Constitistion lne, The ball was

BRY recycled qulckly oulside the

keops his eyw on the ball desplts being collared from behind at the linecut

pemally chance thal could have
put his team 14-3 in front.

The miss mised Epﬂm.m Spir-
s amd afier Fiizpatrie u_“_m-ﬁ;:
aly, the gume then jts
dramanic conclusian. They dad
deserve it, The pack was well-
drlled and brave amd iheir
backs were deiperate o make
things huppen.

In the end it come down 1o
Fitepatrick. Afierwards he sasd
he [l ectitled to a deknk and
spoke. & lenglh about “‘the
uﬂ_—" Asied why his. mases
caldl hum **Hundy"*, be was mo-
mesdanly nonplessed,

*'Now that,"” be said, “is a
loag story."’

Con 22, Michsel Lynch and
Abdan O'Halloran In turn
made surglng breaks, almost
bresching the Con cover be-
Fore Dies Chobetsy made o des-
ﬂM..la lunge for the lne. Bui

oo was held up and Young
Munsier had in be satlsfied
with three polnis from the boot
ol O'Halloran.,

When Con's chance came
on the half-hoar, there was no
such prevarleathon. They ook
the ball cleanly from & Young
Munster thraw on half-way,
and 1l wis moved swiltly bo
Nt & poskat of s 1

& pochel of space.
pass found winger Anthomy
Horgan, ¥Young Mumsier's
Peter Boland missed the tbackle
on bls opposhie sumber and
Horgan hured fnio the cormer.

weom snd then the Cookie
Mansters produced Ihelr only
creathve passage of the match.
A Bopg puss from  Achesl

mch opened wp possibilties
wihich were realised by Boland
in send MNisll MeMNamars Aying
Inta Con terrltnry. The Con
full-back, David O°Brien,
however, gol aeross 0 ilme
witd malbed the Intruder,

Young Munsier had lo be
conlent with sanibier penaliy,
mnd at %8 i bonked ns If they
had hiatantly miwsed dhe
wind. Munsters fllowed their
pel Inslincls afler the break
und iried (o kill ihe gome and
ilve hadl wus buried In 0 sueces-
sion ol rolling manls,

SHill, penaltles affersd thelr
st chanee of polnis, and fwo
of ihe three kicks they mbssed
in the iblrd quarter were from
80 far oul thal they soumed o
offer no chance sl sl Ad fasi

Tws Youmg Munster players
collided under m Garryewen
by O°Brien, Con plcked up the
pleces and wing-forward
Gerry Murray went over un-
touched nesr the post. (" Gars
converied: 15-9,

aide thelr own 12, Young Mun-
sler meglecled 1o cover ithe
alvort slde properly. Con's ex-
celleni scrum-half, Brian
OMure, sccepled the lnviia-
tlon io bresk and be senl
Horgan In for & dmple try.
O'Gars roded his best kick
of the day with & conversban,
and the clubbouse bar pres
pared for the early comers.
Fourry Miarater P Babired [T 16manj K
\chamwa, K Vs, B Lymey, 0 Wabkn 0
, bt -

Scomm Teusy Meruter. Feex 0 ko

FEE—. ﬂ.:.f.
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slip up in bid for three-in-a-row
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¢ Mary’s celebrate
as champions fall

Brendan Fanning

St Mary's Collage cmiseesesess 13
Sh 1

I O gauge the sigmificance

of this result, a siroll down the

corridor in the Templeville

Road clubhouse was insiruciive.

Tweo dressingrooms and iwo

radically different stories. In the

Mary's camp, the celebrations
were wild, and jusafably so.
Next door — for the briel
moments that it remained open
— the scene was one of desola-
. T a man, the Shamnon
heads were turned towards the
floar..

This was a reward for brav-
ery. There were far too many
balls spilled on a blustery and
bitterly cold day for this to be
ranked as a classic but it was

intense, physical and compel- |

ling.

And the manner of wictory
was as dramatic as it was Stun-
ning. 5t Mary's trailed 611 as
the game steamed towards its
conclusion. They had estab-
lished a lootheld in the Shan-
non hall bul then position had
never been their main problem,
unhlike possession — &t Lthe line-
oul al any rale — where they
turned over 5o much ball.

So while we were chantably
assessing Mary's as a 1eam who
deserved ot least a point, we
didn’t believe they were aboul
to get it. Then, from a scrum 25
metres outl from the Shannon
line, Denis Hickie burst through
the midfield 10 give the pack a
good ruck to aunack.

From there, they weni left
and the excellent Gareth Gan-
non put David Lyons away ona
head-to-head confrontation
with Billy O"Shea. Earlier in the
half, it was O'Shea’s fine iry
which had settled his side, bul
this time he was backpedalling,
trying to caich Lyons, and it
was @ [ruitless journey,

Even so, replacement Craig
Fitzpatrick was faced with a
touchline conwvermion to deters
mine whether one poinl or two
would be the reward. With the
wind at his back, he struck the
ball perfectly and the revival
was complete.

Siill, with the game now in
injury time, Mary's had to with-
stand a lnal onslaught (rom Lhe
champions. Shannon succeeded
in keeging the ball alive long
enough Lo gel to the Mary's 22
but when Joson Hayes cut

Heading for tha line: Shannen's Anthony Foley breaks past Kevin Deviin at Templaville Road

inside as they attacked the right
corner, the move was halted.

They managed to [ree the
ball, with a delay, and Eddie
Halvey had a foot in touch as
he went in search of glory. That
was that.

Shannon will hardly agree
but this result — which sees
Mary's unbeaien afier three
maiches — gives the compeii-
lion a fresh impetus. All beis
are now on hold.

The Christmas break will give
the champions time 1o take take
stock, though yesterday’s lesson
wis simple enough; when you
have the advantage, drive it
home. Unfortunately for
Andrew Thompson, he drove
four of his six goal kicks wide of
the target, and had he succeeded

with a 30-metre efTort on 70
minutes, Shannon would be
spending the festive season in
festive mood.

Instead, it 5 Mary's who are
probably atill celebrating and
they will have no shortage of
heroes when this game 15 being
relived. Despite his youth,
Denis Hickie carmies enormous
infuence behind the scrum and
yesterday he was joined by Eoin
McCormack and Gareth Gan-
non.

MecCormack’s pace was a
consiant threat 1o the Shannon
back row, where Alan Quinlan's
atiachmeni 1o the scrum was, at
best, dodgy: Gannon, mean-
while, made any number of big
tackles and when i1l came Lo tak-
ing the ball up, he was always

aggressive.

It's hard 10 believe that all
three were winming schools cup
medals just Iw0 years ago.

Equally Shannon will find it
hard 1o believe that they came
unstuck here, for this young
Mary's would have been expec-
ted to Tlold in the face of the big
guns. Bur they gov stuck into
the game tn the first halfl and
despite having faced the sirong
diagonal breeze, they trailed just
36 an the break.

By that siage they had also
lost three players, with Fergal
Campion, who was streichered

ofT, their biggest loss. Fortu-
nately, the knee damage ma
not be as bad as imtially fea

They kept the light going
throughout the second half,
despite Malhing further behind o

Phategrapher: Jim O Kelly.

O'Shea’s Iry, the end result of
excellent play by Alan
McGrath, a centre who is devel-
oping inlo a genuinely consis-
tent performer.,

But maybe there was a touch
of complacency aboul Shannon
after that score. for this was the
kind of match they have battled
through before. Not this ume

E
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Shannon

TWELVE months ago, Shan-

non, then as now, the defend-

ing champions in the

Insurance Corporation All-

Irefand League, wenl 1o

Templeville Road and lost

their unbeaten record. It was

a case ol history repeating it-

sclfl al the same venue on Sal-

urday when once more St

Mary's College revealed the

depth of character and reso-

lution to inflict the first de-
feat on the title-holders in the
currenl campaign.

There was a double bonus for 5t
Mary's as it maintained the club's
100 per cent record in the compe-
titton this season as well as taking
two pownts from the favountes. It
was a line win lor this young side
whose exuberance and spirit coun-
tered Shannon's expenence

While 11 was a viclory gained in
dramalic circumstances, il was,
nonetheless, deserved. With the
m.:._... in the closing sia and

hannon hanging on rather pre-

canous]y ta “an [11-6 lead, the
match took a dramatic and, asit
transpared, decisive fum in the
78th minute. 5t Man"s won a ruck
inside the Shannon 25, their excel-
lent scrum-half Epin McCormack
moved the ball nght to lefi and, as
the defence tned 1o cover, lefl
wing Dave Lyons received a pass
from Gareth Gannon and Lyons
scored n the left-hand corner.
That made o 11-11 and Craig
Fitzpatnck, who had come into
the game as a replacement in the
first half for the injured Fergal
Campion, kicked a superb conver-
sion across the fitful and bitterly
cold wind to give 51 Mary's the
lead for the first time.

Time was now on their side and
though a Shannon atlack in injury
time almest yiclded a win, Eddie
Halvey, was forced inlo Louch as
he wenl for the line. That was the
final act 1n a match that was

STMARY'S ..conieresimssnnn 13
SHANNON......coocemmssmrnen 11
Edmund Van Esbeck

marked by a rather indifercnt
first hall but reached a much
higher level in the second penod,
marked by that compelling finale,
IF Fitzpatnck emerged as the
hero of the hour — and he also
kicked a fine penalty from nearly
40 yards in the 6Tth minule lo
bring his side within a score of the
champions — this was fundamen-
fally a team wvicdtory. In many
respects the foundations were lad
in the first half when Shannon had
the benefil of that biting wind and
led only 63 at the inferval.
Curbed very eflectively in the
lineoul, with Steve Jameson,
Kevin Poits and Frank Fitzgerald
doing espccially well, 5t Mary’s
deprived Shannon of the quantity
and n_._._._uw possession Lo use the
strength their forwards in the
maul. 51 Mary's had taken the
Jine-gut al_a ratio of over (wo 1o
one in thal peniod.

Yet by the imterval St Iunﬂ.m
had been badly disrupted by the
loss of hooker Barry Browne (20
minutes), Frank Fuzgerald (38)
and Fergal Campion one minule
earlier. ng 1n mind the cali-
bre of the opposition, that kind of
disruption would have induced a
spiritual failing in a side of lesser
resolution — instead it inspired
thant final victory roll.

“1 must say when we had lost
the three players by the interval, 1
felt it could be very nnn:ﬂ.ﬂn- us,”
said the 5t Mary's coach Ciaran
Filzgerald, * 12lly in the line-
oul, where we done so well in
the first half. But those we brought
in did very well. We came back
very well, 100, and it is a really big
win for us. To beal Shannon is
always an achicvement and i5 a
greal boost to our confidence.™

p—
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_ But, in typical pragmatic fash-
ion, the coach was nol gelling car-
ned away. “Nor should anyone
else,” he said. “There is a very
long and hard road 1o po. It was
two paints gained and no more
than that at this stage in the
league.”

Shannon
O'Donovan was offening no ex-
cuses for his side nor secking
recowse 10 a hard-luck story:
“They deserved it at the end.” He
was quick to stress how well 5t
Mary's had contained his side in
the first halll. “They did extremely
well and we quile honestly gave a
poor performance in the (irst hall
gnd a 6-3 halfime lead was a

Niall

coach

very meagre reiurn with the wind,
We just did not wse the elemenis
well and they were much more
cffective in the line-oul. Yet when
we led 11-3 going into the linal
quarier 1 felt we would win, but
we jusl did nol pul them away.
We arc now in cxactly the same
position as we were aller three
maiches last scason. We must
regroup and we will.”

Shannon's nexl assignment is
against  the league  leaders
Lansdowne at Thomond Park — g
heady prospecl.

Two penally goals rom Andrew
Thompson (o one by Campion ac-
counled for the first-half scores
and 51 Mary's had reason lo be

{Photograph: Mail Kavanagh)

much more satisfied at the inter-
val, The tackling by both sides was
admirable, most notably by
Gannon, and Shannon could not
use the powerful forward drives
thal have so oflen proved so very
effective.

_.w_n __“__H uw_.m_h._ stages of ."_ndﬁn_
second peried, Shannon improv
out of touch and looked a more
concerted  force, In the  4T7th
minule they got a try when n.a__u_ﬂ
McDermolt put in 3 very we
placed kick to the St Mary's line
and Billy O'Shea got the try.
Thompson missed the difficult
comversion and in the 58th minute
saw g penalty attempt drift just
wifle, Yet @i that stage il seemed
a5 if Shannon would de enough to

take the points.

But St Mary's never relented in
their efforts. though at limes their
inexperience showed. They pro-
duced some good attacking rughy
even il, on occasions, possession
and good attacking posilions were
subsequently surrendered. Denis
Hickie, on the nght wing, always
locked dangerous and it was a run
from him which set up the posi-
tion from which the crucial try
was scorcd,

But as the match entered its
final phase Shannon still led 11-3
before Fitpatnick kicked his penal-
1y 13 minutes from Llime o m?n St
Mary's renewed hope and incen-
tive, When Thompson yet again

St Mary's scrum half Eoin McCormack manages to get his pass away to David Lyons as the Shannon defence closes in at Templeville Road on Saturday, —

saw a 18 yards penalty go wide 10
minutes from the end, St Mary's
sensed they now had the capacity
1o win it, And they did just that,

q & min: T pan
ity 03 10: Campon pensdty, 33 12 Thomg-
son penally. 36 &7 O Shea iy 311 T
Flrpainck pengity, 611 T8 Lyons wry. Fazpat

Byina, 5 Jameson, K Polls, M Aady F Filzper
aid, K Devin Re menis 0 Beesln o

EIEWI_\E.D?
C mcOormaott (capt], A Thompscn
rrnhnﬂ. =] 1, J 3
Waha A Cuirian A Folay, E Halvey
Replacemant Jahn Hayes Iof Waher
didon Hayes for O Shes (B0 mina
replécemants: Jason Hayes lor

R0 sy lor Murray

Reteren A Watson [USH)

FEESEAILE WSy U LR RAFRLRET
tion so far Mils sessoa in Division
One, was testament (o the patience
and confidence of a side currently
riding comfortably on the top of the
tmble along with St Mary's. Along
with = ___nn__ who sopplied molley
loads of ball and = backline who
ran with invention and purpose,
they left Instontans to respond enly
In brief Nourishes.

It was from the 57th minote and
leading 18-5 that Lansdowne really
let rip. Instmnians had made
their most sustained bid o enter
the game and it had Miled.

In the first half, the irrepressible
Kurt McQuilkin's break from just
outside the Instoniana 25 had set
up Michael Kemrln for a 17th
minute try while Eric Elwood’s 20-

ard run from (naide his own halfl
ad also presented Rody Corrigan
with the chance to guilop over
again io the 29th minote.

Adding two Elwood penalties
and & conversion, Lansdowne went
into the turn 18-5 shead with the
worry of litile other than Kearin's
Injury, which saw him streichered
off ¢ tch on the Blaw of half
time. When the lively winger [uiled
to rise after a challenge, thooghts
of Shannon away on January Lith
must n..._.._nm..__.._ have entered coach
Donal Spring’s mind, It was subse-
aﬁ:-.ﬁo confirmed that Kearin
broke bath the banes (tibia and Mb-
ula) between his ankle and koee.
Afier an operution yesterday a

late was inserted and it is mow
nmn_:w unlikely that he will play
again this seasnn.

At that stage of the match, lanes
Gray's earlier score had faded in
memory. Lansdowne westhered the
briel Belfast backlash before un-
leashing an infinitely more punish-
ing offensive with Wn by ﬂ__nh&.

{one of the quickest hookers
around), Elwood. McKeen
and MeQuilkin bri to six the

number of Lansdowne players who
erodsed the line. Elwood’s try, one
entirely of his own maki purtic-
alarty thrilied tom stiendares as he
broke through the heart of the
cover and won the race for the Tine
right under the posts.

In tandem, Elwood's target-
smart boot was off only once in
that phase ms he landed another
three conversions and -.h-n-._ be-
fore Gray ran in again for & pleas-
ing personal contribution but
nothing that could change the na-
tare of = va___nr,.n__w_. one-sided
game. Confidence is building cer-

tainly for Lansdowne, s very well
balanced team and one that coald
improve still further.




