CORK CONSTITUTION F.C.

BACKS

BRIAN O’MEARA
DAVID O’BRIEN
ANTHONY HORGAN
NIAL MURRAY
BRIAN WALSH
KENNY MURPHY
RONAN O'GARA
ALAN BYRNE
BARRY McLOUGHLIN

FORWARDS
IAN MURRAY

PHILIP SODEN

DAVID LEEE

CONOR TWOMEY
JOHN ELLIS

PAUL McCARTHY
ARAN VERLING

KEN MURPHY

JIM CANNING

ULTAN O’CALLAGHAN
JERRY MURRAY
SEAMUS McGRATH
KEVIN COOPER
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Club
Sponsor:

Referee:
Brian Stirling, us.A.

Touch Judges:
Barry Brunt, M.AR.
Ger Desmond, M.AR.

Medical Officers:
Dr. David Whelan
Dr. Tom Cahill

Kit Supplier : O'Neills

ST. MARY’S R.F.C.

BACKS

KEVIN NOWLAN
DENIS HICKIE
GARETH GANNON
PADDY LANE

RAY McILREAVY
EUGENE GIBNEY
DAVID LYONS
FEARGAL CAMPION
EOIN McCORMACK
CONOR McGUINNESS
CRAIG FITZPATRICK

FORWARDS
BRAIN KEANE (Capt.)

BARRY BROWNE
EMMET BYRNE
STEVE JAMESON
DAN BOURKE
KEVIN POTTS
MARK CUDDIHY
KEVIN DEVLIN
KARL JENNINGS

DAVID BRESLIN
PETER COYLE
MARK REILLY
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Shannon pack did in the loose,

and ga

S0 alike in 50 many ways, Consti-
tution and St Mary’s are living
proof that there is life after the
mass defections to the English
League and that the All-Ireland
League still has plenty to offer. [t
somehow seemed appropriate
that these mirror-images were still
inseparable after 80 minutes at
Temple Hill on Saturday,

Both have responded to the
close-season drain by giving youth
its head. Granted, given a back
division with an averapge of 21, St
Mary's are very much the pew
kids on the block but Constitu-

Www_.m,masm ir

There was a refreshing irreverence
about the 30-man rugby on view,
in an attacking sense at any rate.

Five tries came, yet there could
easily have been more, while it
would also be fair to say that St
Mary's didn"t play nearly as well
as they can. Theirs was a or-
mance of cameos in a wildly me-
uhnnnn_.ﬂn:_._ﬂ:uﬁ_.ﬁ contest. Fiji
Versus Barbarians on a
W.mm_: have had more of a pattern

it

When released, Dennis Hickie
scorched the turf, his blistering try
after Craig Fitzpatrick and Kevin

reverence on show at Temple Hill

and third tries along the back-
line, It_was great to watch and
after 37 poinis by the break, a
classic was in the making.
Somehow il never quite hap-
pened, though you were never in-
clined to take your eye off it. An
almighty bout of fisticulls led to
sending-ofTs for the Constitution
rop Paul McCarthy and the St
ary's number eight Mark Reilly,
when it could have been anyone.
As Ciaran Fitzgerald said of ref-
eree Gordon Black: 1 just think
he picked two players, and the last
player I wanted o lose was an-
other number eight. I already had

CORK CONSTITUTION..23
ST MARY'S COLLEGE...23

and the supply lines to Hickie and
his ilk were cut off at source,
At 20-20 Constitution had vi-

Gerry Thornley

sions of victory, encamped as th
Were in the visitors’ half. But St
Mary's held firm, and were par-

liteness prevented further criti-
cism of Black, but it would be fair
to say that both camps were decid-
edly unhappy with his
Black sent

mance.

aforementioned protagonisis with
what seemed a theatrically arro-
gant wave of the hand; likewise
when dismissing the justifiable
queries of an increasingly frus-
trated St Mary's captain Brian

Lially let off the hook by Ronan
('Gara's misses. Both he and,
from long-range, David O'Brien,

or-  hit the woodwork in missing six
the out of nine place-kicks.

The Constitution backs out-
scored their 8t Mary's counter-
parts by three tries to one, yet the
visitors looked the more potent.
Sure enough, they went for it at
the finish. Gareth Gannon and

many missed opportunities, both
camps and coaches also readily
agreed that a draw was a fair
enough outcome. “But having said
that,” added Ciardn Fitzgerald, “I
thoupht we were very poor in the
first-hall. We were lax, too one-
paced, and didn't apply any con-
trol, Our rucking was poor, There
was no authority, and that's not
our style. That’s not the way we
want to play.”

His Constitution counterpar,
Ray Coughlan, seemed compara-
tively happier: “The pleasing
thing is that we showed we have a
side which can compete with the
top team in the league, which

venturous. [ .n_ﬂ_ point them which
way 1o go. 're very easy lo
deal with. .__._.___S..wu..:w_ _m.n for F.w
Thus, the tag of bad travellers
which St Mary's take to Limerick
does not perturb him in advance
of the next outing, a trip to Young
Munster and all that that entails.

Scoring saquance: 2 minutss Kenmy M-
phy Iy, 50, 8 penalty try, Filzpatnck con, 57,
1T Hachug try, Fitzpatngh con, 514, 18 J Mur-
my try, 10-14; 30 Fitzpatnck pen, 1017, 34
Horgan try, ('Gara con, 17-17. 40 O'Gam.
20-17, 42 m_grﬁ_ 2020, & O
g, 23-20, 11 Filzpat , 2323

CONSTITUTION: D O , & Horgan, B
Walsh, N Murray (capl), Kenny _.._.___ﬂ..wu-w
O'Gara, B O'Meara, | Murray, D Les, P .

Olatagran, | Mismy. Replacament J E5a

tion, with the 27-year-old centres Nowlan combined to bring the ady | _ 1
Niall Murray and Brian Walsh rel- newly selected Insh A’ winger one on crutches on the sidelines Deane as the inconsistent and in- Dennis Hickit breached the initial ) L
ative veterans, mever mind 30- into the line, pushing St Mary's (Frank Fitzgerald) and another comprehensible  decisions line repeatedly. But Constitution's wouldn't have been widely ex- e b SR

ear-old Kenny Murphy, aren’t far  14-5 in front. one in London Insh (Victor Cos- mounted. cover defence held out, epito- pected of us even a few weeks oL il o e © Filzpainck, E McCor
Wn_::n_. Constitution appeared almost tello). It was very unfortunate  But there were other factors, mised by Brian O'Meara’s ago.” . _ mack; B Keans (capl). B Browns, € Byma,

They set aboul each other in a  too wary and lay too deep. But St from Mark’s point of view,”" Gradually, both back-lines began  tackling. Like _nocm__p_»_.__.. Fitzgerald is jameson K Foits. M Ay, ﬂg
first-half in which a try beckoned Mary's were the same, and Consti- An impending disciplinary 1o play as a ively in defence  Unusually in a drawn game of clearly revelling in coaching a {6 33.__.5...!"
with practically every move. tution retorted with their second hearing and rugby's inherent po- as they had m__...on doing in altack, so many controversies and so team of wannabes, “They're ad- Raferse: G Black [Lainster)
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A CURIOUS old curate's cgg

* of o match first flowed, then
ebbed, and ultimitely not even
the unpredictable and intrusive
refereeing performance of Gor-
don Bluck could separale two
finely bulanced teams.

An unseemly prolonged and
truncated brawl brought sbout
dismissals for Con’s tight head
Puaul McCarthy and the Mary's
No 8 Mark Rellly, as the sides
drew level twice more in a sec-
ond half punctuated by further
controversies and just three
penalties.

The gume’s aitractiveness
was the coming together of two
blossoming young back di-
visions. True o expectations u
score beckoned every time ei-
ther line moved with the ball in
a nip-and-tuck first half, Yet it
was the game's one veleran
back who set the contest rolling
scarcely iwo minutes after the

Michael O'Byrne

Cork Constitution
St Mary's College

23
23

off. There scemed litile thrent
us the Con skipper Nial Murray
chipped ahend to the Mary's
line but, as Ry Mcllreavy dith-
ered, ex-Irish international
Kenny Murphy pounced
stealthily for an opportunist Lry,

Back came Mary's, David
O'Brien fly-hacking into touch
in goal to concede a five-metre
scrum. Kenny Murphy was this
time & bit too cute for his or his
team's own good al the third
pui-in, when attempting to take
the ball away from the feet of
Riley. Mr Black duly awarded a
penalty try which Craig Fitz-
patrick converted.

Mary's remained on top in
the set pieces, n clean Reilly

e e

tnke and Mcllreavy's burst on
to Fitzpatrick's skip pass
putting Dennis Hickie into
spuce and the Mary's flyer
scorched inside @ publy
frightened cover defence to
score under the posts. Fitz-
atrick's conversion made it
4-5 but back came Con. Win-
ning better ruck ball they swe;
the bull right off David Lee's
ood drive, Brian Walsh and
ial Mutray combining to put
Jerry Murray over in the corner.
Con then responded to a Fitz-
patrick penalty with another try
when concerted forward pres-
sure nbsorbed the defence and
Kenny Murphy came off his
irﬁnﬂ” delay his pass und send
Anthony Hogan over. The er-
ratic Ronan O Gara augmented
4 touchline convetsion with a
similar penalty to make it 20-17
at half-time,
But O'Cara missed his easi-

est penalty of five failed efforts
during Con's prolonged
supremacy in the second half,
...____m_n O'Brien hit the upright
from long-range as Fitzpatrick
sandwiched another O'Gara
penalty with two of his own.
Pounding oway at the death,
Mury's were finally denied _Ew.
chance of victory when Blac
limited additional time to 90
seconds, despite the four-
minute stoppage prompted by
the 47th-minute brawl.
McCarthy and Reilly walked
the lonely walk yet it could
héve been any two, four or six
from about 20 participants and
peacemakers, the lines between
the two becoming more blurred
as each punch was exchanged.
Like much else then, little logic
and little consistency.
T
a capt), ]
('Mears; | Muray, D Lea, P McCarthy, Ken
Mk, A Vering, J Canning (J Ells S1min), U

Hickle: try under the posts

O'Callaghan, J Muray.

5t Mary's College: r Nowlam, D Hickie, &

Gannon, A Mclireavy. D Lyons; © i E

"_sa iy B ol rughii;m

i on,

Bourks B1rmin), M , K Deviin

Scorers: Cork £ Tries; Renny Mur-
. d Murray, Horgan: Cen: (¥Garal Pens:

! )

Callega. : Hicke, A
mﬂn"..huﬂn} E‘“—H.,!.. Fitzpatrick .H_
Rafares: G Black (Leinster).
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Black day as twenty players brawl

John O’Sullivan

Cork Constitution.....c.evresseeeees 23
St Mary's College......cccceveennss 23

CORK Constitution will rue
missed opportunities with the
laced ball . . . St Mary’s Col-
ege two late try scoring chances
. . . and the spectators at Tem-
ple Hill the failure of referee
Gordon Black to discharge his
duties with greater clarity and
consistency.

Black was, at times, intrusive
and fussy; on occasions he sim-
ply failed to spot. glaring
infringments — and this baffled
both teams. Mary’s will perhaps
feel the more aggrieved.

The combatants’ frustration
finally spilled over nine minutes
after the interval when some 20
players became involved in a
staccatto brawl that lasted 90
seconds. When the

unches had been thrown,

lack consulted with his touch .
judges and dismissed Constitu- .

tion prop Paul McCarthy and
St Mary’s No.8 Mark Reilly,

neither of whom was present for-

the first flurry of fists.

A match that had u_.ne_o:m_w
been a lively, vibrant ode to
running rugby dissipated notice-

final

ably and appeared to be head-
ing for a sterile denouement
until the closing passages, when
Mary's rediscovered their flair
behind the scrum in the form of
the excellent Gareth Gannon
and Denis Hickie. Twice they
came within a pass of crossing
the Con line only for the an
outstretched hand or boot to
foil them.

In mitigation, the home side
will feel .that Mary's should
never have been in a position to
smuggle home a draw. Had
young outhalf Ronan O’'Gara
been more assured with the
placed ball-— he was successful
with only two of seven attempts
at goal — then Constitution
may have. celebrated a famous
victory and Mary's could not
have quibbled..

.;n e_m__a_. s dominated out .

of touch through Steve Jameson

and Reilly-and enjoyed a signifi-.

cant u&qm:ﬁmm in the set
scrums..- Despite. this platform,
they. were guilty of over intricate
play in’ the three quarter-line, a
problem: compounded by reso-
lute Con. tackling.

The home side took the ini-
tiative after two minutes when
Kenny Murphy pounced on St
Mary’'s centre Ray Mcllreavy's
rnmzm:n.ﬁ Murphy raced after

Niall Murray's chip and as
Mcllreavy waited for the ball to
cross the try line the Con left
wing beat him to the touch.

O'Gara missed the conver-
sion and Mary’s, suitably chas-
tened, set about their task in
earnest. Three scrums on the
Con line culminated in Black
awarding a penalty try, ostensi-
bly for Kenny Murphy's haste
to involve himself as the visi-
tor’s trundled over the line.

Craig Fitzpatrick converted
and was similarly successful on
14 minutes when Denis Hickie
crossed for a try. Reilly won a
lineout, Fitzpatrick’s long pass
allowed Mcllreavy to put Kevin
Nowlan through a gap and he
fed Hickie. With the defence
closing in Hickie simply stepped
off his right foot and raced
through the gap. m.oﬂ a mcunq_u
score.

Constitution .,nn__._nnn_ z_n
deficit on 30 minutes with a try
from excellent flanker :Jerry
Murray and despite a Fitz-

patrick penalty, drew level seven

minutes from the interval when
right wing Anthony Horgan
profited from fast hands and a
well timed pass from Kenny
Murphy, popping Eu from the
blindside wing. :

O'Gara na:cn:nn_ and EE&

a penalty in injury time to give
the home side a 20-17 interval
advantage. Fitzpatrick's second
penalty two.minutes after the
re-start preceded the all-in fra-
cas seven minutes later.

Con withdrew f(lanker Jim
Canning so the dismissed
McCarthy could be replaced in
the front row by John Ellis.
O°'Gara (twice) and fullback
David O’Brien missed penalty
opportunities before the outhalf
finally nudged his team in front,
ironically with arguably his
most difficult kick.

Fitzpatrick's 22 metre pen-
alty eight minutes from time
pre-empted a final flourish from
Mary’s with their youthful three
quarters almost contributing
that elusive score.

The point was enough to see
Mary's move the top of the
table and should they maintain
that position to the end of the
season, they will recall yester-
day’s gritty resolution.

Cork Com: D O'Briem; A Horgan, B Waish, N
Murray (capt), Kenny Murphy; R O'Gara, B
O'Meara; | Murray, D Lee, P McCarthy. Ken
Murphy, A Verling; J Camning, U O'Callaghan, J
Murray. Reps: J Ellis for Canning 49 mins.

8t Mary’'s: K Nowlan; D Hickie, G Gannon, R
Mclireavy, D Lyons; C Fitzpatrick, E McCormack;
B Keane (capt), B Browne, E Byme; S Jameson,
K Potts: M Cuddihy, M Reilly, K Deviin. Reps: D
Bourke for Cuddihy 61 mins.

Referee: G Black (Leinster).
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Insurance Corporation
All ireland League

Division One

Stevenson Park: DUNGANNON 41 (P Sand-
ford 2 tries, R Carey 2 tries, G Leslie, J Hast-
ings tries, A Blair 4 con, pen) OLD WESLEY 7
(C Younger try, A Hawe con)

Lakelands Park: TERENURE COLLEGE 13 (P
Walsh 2 pens, con, C Clarke try) OLD BELVE-
DERE 11 (B Murphy 2 pens, O'Beirne try)
Shane Park: INSTONIANS 9 (S Bond 3 pens)
BALLYMENA 16 (S Ritchie, N McKernan tries,
R Mclimoyle 2 pen)
Thomond Park: SHANNON 26 (M Galwey,

E Halvey.tries, A Thompson try, con, 2 pens, —
-P Murray dr gl) LANSDOWNE 17 (€ Elwood 4

pens, S Cooney try)

Temple Hill: CORK CONSTITUTION 23 (K
Murphy, N Murray, A Horgan tries, R O'Gara
con, 2 pens) ST MARY'S 23 (D Hickie try, pen-
alty try, C Fitzpatrick 2 cons, 3 pens)
Rosbrien: OLD CRESCENT 22 (S Tuohy pen,
try, 2 cons, D Bowles, L Dinneen tries) GAR-
RYOWEN 24 (B Everett, J Clarke tries, K
Keane 2 cons, 4 pens)

Stradbrook: BLACKROCK COLLEGE 32 (N
Assaf, Kearns, Farrell tries, A McGowan try, 3
cons, 2 pens) YOUNG MUNSTER 21 (D Tobin,

D Clohessy tries, A O'Halloran 3 dr gls, con)
PWDL F APt

St Mary’s Coll ....... 4 3 1 0100 66 7
Lansdown® ........... 3 3 0 010228 6
Blackrock.....counse. 4 3 0 197 57 6
Shannon.....ues 4 30 18355 6
TereanureColl........ 4 3 0 16255 6
G.rryomn... ......... 4 3 0 1113112 &
Cork Con.......... 4 2 1 1815 5
bungmmn weessees 8 2 0 2122 92 4,
‘| Ballymena......u. 4 20 25375 4
Old Belvedere..... 4 1 0 3 47 61 .2
‘| 'YoungMunster... 4 1 0 3 64 90 2°
9 u'd w.'l.’l (LTI LELE LY ‘ 1 u i ‘1 ’7 :
Old Crescent......... 4 0 0 4 55111 0
Instonians......... 4 0 0 430107 0

Next fixtures: 25 January: OW v OC, 0B v
Dungennon, Blackrock v Terenure, Bally-
mena v, Shannon, Garryowen v Inst, Lan
sdowne v Con, YMv St Mary's
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