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THE VITAL requirement of
gaining two points allied to
the ongoing burden of failure
to win on Limerick soil in the
Insurance Corporation All-
Ireland League, weighed
heavily yet again on Sl
Mary's College at Tom Clif-
ford Park on Saturday when
Young Munster won by 12
points to five,

The defeal represents a major
sctback to St Mary's ambitions to
become the first Leinster club to
win the first division title, as once
more they left Limerick empty
handed from a match they badly
needed to win. They went into
the game having dropped two
points in the league as have
Garryowen, with the holders

Shannon having been defeated
twice.

So high stakes involved, es
cially as & visil to Garryowen lies
ahead. Mor was there anything in
the way of comsolation for 5t
?_Hnm%.m after they left the feld
heads bowed. rryowen had
won and 50 indeed had Shannon.
So now there is a twin assaull on
the title from a familiar area —
no variation on a familiar theme.

St Mary's necded to deliver.
Their failure to do 5o was a costly
lapse against the side that de-

ved them of the title in 1993,

ber reflection will obviously do
nothing to ease the regrets, but
should bring an equal awareness
that B0 minutes of concentration,
application and enyielding com-
mitment from all are usually
required to win at this level in

Limerick. Young Munster im-
posed those demands last Satur-
day in what was an absorbing
contest and one which the home
side deserved to win.

Young Munster went into the
match knowing that the title was
beyond their reach, however it
did not diminish their desire, ap-

tite or commitment in any way.

othing summed up their atti-
tude in more filling manner than
the magnificent defence they of-
fered in the closing minutes as 5t
Mary's sought to erase the seven
paints | they carried at that
stage and get at least a share of
the points. : A

“They find it hard lo win in
Limerick,” said f__nhw Munster's
admirable captain John Fitzger-
ald with a broad grin, after lead-
ing his pack by example to 80

YOUNG MUNSTER ........ 12
ST MARY'S COLLEGE.....5

Edmund Van Esbeck

minutes of non-stop endeavour.
St Mary's very n.un%uo_u_:n
coach Ciardn Filzgerald played
down the Limerick factor, and
was gracious in his tribute to the
winners. “All credit te Young
Munster. Their defence was su-
perb, they countered us well in
the line-out in the second half
and their outside half Aidan
O'Halloran used the ball very
well. Their whole pack played
very well, We were too conserva-
tive initially and then when we
needed the points there was a rag-
gedness and desperation about

too much of our _u_.um., But &l is
not lost we are still in with a
chance.™

That chance now looks tenu-
ous, a point taken wp by Youn
Munster coach Tony Grant, "It
looks like Garryowen or Shannon
now and | hope the title stays in
Limerick. As well as the loss of
the points, that defeat was a huge
blow to St Mary's psychologi-
cally. We went out to disrupt
their halfbacks and to stop them
creating space for the suppon
layers. Our defence did that.

ey also relied too much on Vie-
tor Costelle to break us down.
Our back row was superh, indeed
g0 was the whole pack. It was g

at team effort. We went o
there focused to da a job and dig
it."”

It is hard to offer an argument

inst thal assessment. Young

unster took the lead with a pen-
dlty from O'Halloran after one
minute and 5t Mary's never gol
on terms, They were as their
eoach said too conservative, one
might say tentative, for much of
the first half, O'Halloran added a
second penalty after 27 minutes
2nd 8 six poinis lead did not fat-
ter Young Munster, who played
with the desire of & team in pur-

Lsuit of the title. _uu..wnu Campion

missed _zh_ Hﬂ..qnn ances for St
Mary's who scored a very good
1 ﬂan 35th minute. q_,wﬂ came
when scrumhalf Coner
MeGuinness made a fine break
and found Malcolm O'Kelly in
support and he scored on the left.
Campion missed the conversion.
§t Many's, :H.o._m._. O'Kelly and
Gleve Jameson, had done espe-

cially well in the line-out in the
initial period, but failed to make
it pay and there was & frenetic
aspect to much of what they did.

ou Munster started the
second half as they had the first,
full of fire, commitment and in-
dustry and when O'Halloran

St Mary’s dealt crushing blow to title hopes

kicked his third penalty in the

£0th minute, St Mary’s trailed by
four points. A great break by
O'Halloran carried on by the ex-
cellent Ger Earls, was stopped
Just on the line in the 65th minute
and then St Mary's launched a
series of assaults but  were
repulsed, notably by one great
tackle by Niall McNamara. ti]
Mick Lynch kicked a su _.“._u pen-
alty from over 50 yards in the
T6th minute, St Mary's trailed by
seven points, Saving the game
was now all that was open to

them. They attacked vigorously if
not with maximum awareness
and scormed four “:n__u_ at-
tempts in pursuit of the try. They
twice opted for scrums and after
losing 2 ball against the head,
they then went for the tapped
E.._.m. They met an unbreachable
barrier as Young Munster stood

firm.

lu:._._d._ aguancE: | minids, O Haloran pen-
wity, 340 27 muna, OHalloran penally, 64 35

mur, OFiedy Iy, 85 60 mne, O .
aity, 25, .__ﬂa__iﬂﬂ..-, Lyrch peraly, 1245 e

YOUND MUNSTER: P Bolanag: N Mchamars,
M O'hdaars, M Lynch, O Walsh; & O'Halloran, D
Tobin. J Fitzgevair, capd., Mark Filz Mick
Fizgarald, M O'Halioran, O
Clanansy, O Ecwards, & Ears.

St MARY'S COLLEGE: G Halpn; D Hickie, N
Barry, ¥ n_:datm_u:-::_ A McEvey; F Campioan, C
t.n:ﬂ..:Ei-. Keane, B Bicwne. capl. 5
Cawiey, M O'Kedy, § Jamasan, K Palts, ¥ Cos-

talia, K Devi

in,
Federae B Stiring (LUSH)
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Bewildered

Mary’s hit
brick wall

IIE'E}!«RDLES&S I;l aHY hm.rri‘
tampering with the stracture o
the All Ireland Lesgue —
whether it is upgraded, down-
graded, or whatever — this fix-
ture. will always be worth
watching. Young Munster fans
will travel to Toe Cliffosd Park
knowing that their opponents
will be weighed downm by
ps:rclml *;:ﬂ] baggage. I]:r

Munster mon-
ktrsteilgmerﬂmS:
Mary's backs.

et in, the Dublin side
headed home  with - their
egon beuised and Gtle chances
betiered. It secms that until they
are capable nff:mng 1 result at
this most bostile of venues they
will never be champbons.

Right vp untl the scventh
minute of injury time this game
was lhmrsuP the saving. Refl-
eree Brian Stirling was
penalising a back-pedalling
home side at & mte of knods, bat
by then m% were o dazed
and con by the welter of
excitement that they were
clecless a5 to what to do with
all this peasession,

One moment of clarity — &
good 10 minutes before the end
of pormal time — saw Mary's
opt for the scrum in the Mun-
sters” 22 when awarded a pen-
alty, But for a super lackle by
Miall McMamara on Vicwor
Caslello, the score would have
come,

When the penalty count
started 1o soar in that dramatic
finale, you expected Mary's 1o
o for the same aption, One ge-
ries of drives ended with yet
another Mary's penzlty,
lime five metres out and
straight in froet of the
Bt when a calm h Wi
needed 1o seple things down,
lock st the acres of wtscking
space afforded by the position
and toke anothes scrum, there
was mone 10 be found. Instead,
Mary's ploughed on, Munsters
conbinusd to defend like de-
mans, and the line waa held
intact,

When the final whistle even-
twally soumsded would have
thought thar Munsters had ei-
ther won the ttle, or ovoided

felegation. Rather, they ‘had™”

Brendan Fanning at Tom Cilfford Park

YOUNG MUNSTER
P Baland: M McMamara, K 0'aara, M

12 5T MARY'S COLLEGE 5
G Halpia; 0 Hizkla, W Barry, ¥ Cemainghar,
Megamnsy

I&’{kﬂuﬂikllﬂ;wlhlﬂﬁl IHWH‘-HM: e

e Rz Brawra 5 Cawlny,
h:‘ﬂ.‘ﬂ‘mhn!ﬂ'ﬂmlb mﬁ.lhﬂt: Patta, V Easlella, ©
Clataaay, D Edwaida, B Earla, D

Scoenry: & Hallaraa (P Bmir) 3-0 PHafleras I'FMIUHU'IHH{”IMIH
O°Hudlaran (F EOmin) 5-5; Lymen [P TEmia| 12-5,

Wenlher: perfecl. Graend: fiem, Anferee: & Strilng (Ulsiary

merely triumphed in a contest
they consider crucial, Yet
AERIIL.

Om.he balanee of play the re-
sult was entisely appropriste,
for until the last [5 minutes the
second halfl had belon ]
Munsters, and this deapile they
having a medincre fineout on a
day when most of the restarts
were being made on the touch-
line.

But when you would have
expected Steve Jamieson
Malcalm O'Kelly to dominate
far the Dubliners, they didn't.
How much was down to Bary
Browne's dodgy lineout throw-
ing, and how much was dug 1o
the nsual Jevel of jungle war-
fare, was hard to quantify; bat
tbe result was & stream
tapped ball which set up scram-
half Comor ]
some painful hits.

This delighted the thteng on
the popular side of the
MNe were they displeased at
the enthusiasm of Ger Barls to
spend his aftemoon in the face
of Pergal Campion, the Mary's
fly-half. For o player whose fit-
ness wis in doubt until late in
the week, Barls had a huge
game, 5o, tao, did his Elu.:l: Wl'
colleagues: Declan  Ed
consisiently made
fram Campion®s sloppy resrurt.
and Des Clobessy was agpres-
sive and direct in his running,
and cunning in hisg acts of grand
lascemy.
All reld, it made for & typi-
cally nigged performance from
Munsters, 2l of them were 10-
tally committed to the cause.
The same could not be said of
thelr opponents, At least
O'Kelly can reflect with some

pride on his performance, Not
D.I\h'l‘hdhﬂ?ﬂlm  temific bursi
for hiv sice

of Iwn Aah:l

e'only fy, bui'his',

ability 1o pop up in sopport of
stronded colleagues was un-
canny. Ga? Halpin at full-back

nﬁm did well under the high
balks — will remember him for
it.

Camplan will remember tro
migssed kicks in the first half
when his side were trailing te
an  carly ﬁuahy from
0 Halloran. O'Eelly's try
was all the more welcome when
it came soom before the break,
for after OFHalloran®s second
penaley it left just a point be-
tween the sides,

From & lineout arand halrdf;
way, o o?amd up oWl
the lnﬁ‘pn the line and
McGuinoess ook off 1I].mugh
lt. maore in than c:l:

keft. =|1
runners, O Ke[ly
mad from nowhers and
d.ld panicularly well to make
the line.

But by the time the second
half started, Munsters had re-
osgerted themselves wp frong,
ond their back row staned do-
ing sesious damage with ball in
hand. It sheald now be clear
that when it comes to stopping
Clohessy, you have fo sit on
him, for no sooner is ha
proupded than he is up again
and off like a rocker

In this fisture that sort of
play does wenders for he
crowd; and their involvement is
everything. So it was po sur-

rise that when the inevitable St

ary's fightback came, the
home beys risked life and Gmb
to keep DL,

True, they spent as much
time on the wrong side of the
affside line &3 on the Aght side,
but almostall's fair in 1h|s
enconnter,

Munsl:rs wWom I:
deserved it Th“



! - Is O'Meara, the fiome side's second-row,
nul'lilm n st 2 = g
-

ter menace: Denn




