St Mary’s find

“late inspiration

ANYONE naive enough to believe
that the lure of filthy lucre might
INspire. an  imme late atomic
explosion in the standard of club
rugby must have gone away from
Templeville Road on Saturday in a
very disappointed frame of mind,
Perfect conditions — a balmy,
sunny afternoon, a firm and nicely
grassed pitch and a crowd in a
mood for expansive rugby — all
gave rise to high expectations
which were sadly misplaced.

Meither side responded 1o the condi-
tions as errors in handling, kicking and
passing and indeed, sel -(ﬂnlfﬂ! w{-.n:
common, The malch was playtd al |
pedestrian pace and, until S M
shook off the rust of the summer in i :
last quarter, there was little to please the
crowd of about 500.

For long periods it seemed that both
teams had given up the idea of making a
break for the linc and the half-bac
with their aimless kicking, scemed mnre
intent on forcing the other side into
&Imor.

Mot even an early ﬁ:nmt! from Ban’ﬁ
Murphy in the fourth minute coul
the tempo, The referee Alan Lewis
awarded Old Belvedere a |l:r:r|a11y and
was quick to punish some blealing over
the decision from the St Marv's pack
and the 10 metres thus left the kick well
within Murphy's reach. ;10

Micky Barry put St Mary's level 1
mmmg later after Belveders were offside
atl a ruck, but in the 19th minute Neil
Francis won a lineout, Michael Carswell
charged at the St Mary's pack, who con-
ceded a penalty, and Murphy put the vis-
itors ahead

Three minutes later 51 Mary's went
Turther b-.'hmcl when an_atiempted drop
at goal al Campion was blnﬂwd
down an :s vederg stormed towards
the linc another penalty was conceded
and Murphy gave his side a 33 lﬁd 10
take them up to hall time. St Mary's
might have been level but for two penalty
misses by Micky Barry.

A typically trenchant rpep-ﬁ“: from
Ciaran Fitzgerald at half-time had the
effect of concentrating the St Mary's
minds and Campion brought them level
with pﬂnz!l::s in the sixth and |4th min-
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fully to Victor Costello, who charged
aver for Campion o convert and make
it 19-9 with 26 minutes of the haif Eome.

It was Iyptcal of the indiscipling in the
St Mary's pack that the match was
restarted with a penalty to Belvedere
from the h:li'wa?. The game had been
marred by f&irl{ requent flashes of tem-
per and Alan Lewis seemed lo be en-
gaged in an ongoing pedce proceis
involving a number of players as well as
i:heluplu.ms Barry Browne and Mark

ety

Barry £ut the Belveders deficit when
St Mary"s conceded another penalty in
front of the posis and Belvedere gave the
home side some anxious momenta which
they managed o survive before sealing
the issue when Costello picked up the
ball from the back of a scrum. He fed
G Lavin who wheeled out of the
clutches of a would-be tackber fo send
Potts over, halfway out, Campion
missed the kick.

Campion's kicking, though, was of
crucial importance to St Mary's but even
more 50 il was the splendid performance
of the back row of Costello, Potts and
Deevlin which really turned the match.

The were Fairl :v:nl¥ matched
apart from :hqrhand Ha._rrrs ﬂi.l.‘lii nat
appear to miss the mjury to ancy
Etw ':'ns replaced by the youthful Ronan

¥YIC

Francis had a fine game for Belveders
and he was given vIgoTOus suppoer by
Carswell and vin Spicer but the over-
all impression was that both sides have a
tul ol' ard work in front of them.
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J Th‘l Play became a little
'M..n-'n wu thelr way deep into Belve-
dere territory. The :.m the ball from a
ruck and forced o scrum just to the left of
the Belvedere  posis  and  Campion
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-HL Issl 5t Mary 5 began 1o show cause
iv have been meationed as poss-

rb]t AII reland League winners. A well-
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® Professionalism in South African

iugug haz been a fuct for four weeks and
has broughl mere cons than pros inlo
the game, At the rool of the problem in
this rughy-mad country has been the ex-
peciation that ihe euphoria of winning
the World Cup in July would, almost as
of right, Mow over into the new dispensa-
tion. This has clearly I'IDI burt the glise

Provincial players, b current Cur-
rie Cu;rlchummonshlp Ioz caders Maral,
have threatened sirtke acion.
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Mary's
turn 1t
around -

ST MARY'S COLLEGE.onnn28

By John O'Sullivan

ST MARY'S will focus on
the result. They will try to ¢
blot out the opening 40
minutes of nightmare-in-
ducing fare. The played
with all the composure of a
drowning man.

Old Belvedere will ¢
reflect on a first half perfor- -
mance that provided a 9-3
interval lead, a deserved
advantage as they largely
outplayed the home side,
looking sharper, keener and
more composed. The influ- *
ence of Queensland coach
John Connolly was discern-
able in the rucking and
mauling.

Unfortunately for Belve-
dere, League matches arc
played over 80 minutes and
the interval allowed Mary's
coach Ciaran Fitzgerald to
marshall his troops.

“1 spoke to them about
performing the simple
things well, concentrating
on basics, tightening up and
imposing ourselves on the”
game,"” said Fitzgerald.
“We achicved that in the
second halfl and the scoring
opportunities presented
themselves. It's a good
result but there is no way
that | am satisfied with the
performance.” :

No B8 Victor Costello
was the ace in the St Mary's
pack. When his team strug-
gled, Costello never shirked .
his defensive dutics and
after the interval, he led
and the others followed.

Steve Jameson, KCVII’I'_‘“
Potts and Kevin Devlin
were others central te the
renaissance, while Fergal
Campion and Nicky Barry
can also be satisficd with
their contributions.

Neil Francis demon-—
strated that young Malcolm _
O'Kelly has plenty to Iearrl.'ﬁ
as the Irish second row
dominated the Belvedere-»
throw. The most pleasing
aspect of the visitors’ dis--
play for Connolly will be
their application up front.
But they must learn to
make better use of posses- !
S10N. 5

Safety-first was a by-
word for most of the fare
and it was disappointing to-«
watch players spurn good 2
attacking opportunitics in
favour of the boot, /

Barry Murphy and.’
Nicky Barry exchanged
early penalties before Belve- «
dere took a firm grip on the
match. Dominant up front,
they forced the concession
of three penalties and Mur-
phy was successful with
two, to give them a 9-3 4
interval advantage. |

Campion had missed '
with a long range penalty
two minutes before half- |
time but he struck the ball |
superbly on 45 and 54 min- |
utes to convert 35 and 45- |
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yard penalties.

He then dropped a
superb 30-yard goal and
this signalled a Mary's
surge. On 67 minutes, Polts
and Jameson secured pos-
session at a line-out on the
Belvedere 25, the pack
drove to the line and Cos-
tello applied the coup de
grace,

Campion converied but
although Murphy replied
with a fourth penalty afer
73 minutes, the oulcome
was a formality for the
home side, They cmbel-
Iished a fine second hall
four minutes from time,
when Potts was on hand
alter some miNly ball-jug-
gling rom Gary Lavin to .

cross lor a try.
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