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_ ST MARY'S COLLEGE.......ccommmesneersrerses 8

GARRYOWEN.... 12
By Kieran Rooney

EW Insurance Corporation

League champions Shannon
would have been well pleased with
the attitude shown by neighbours
Garryowen at Templeville Road
yesterday. There was never any
n_._.ﬂ:.uz of them settling for second
est.

Al the flinish four penalty goals by cen-
tre Kenny Smith were suflicienlt lo give
Garryowen the victory which means that
Shannon can at last celebrate their first
All-Ireland League title. In truth, Gar-
ryowen should have won by more.

By contrast, there wasn't much St
Mary's coach Ciaran Filzgerald could say
aboul his' own team’s performance, other
than it was their worst of the season. They
just didn’t get their act together.

“¥ou can’t expect 1o win maltches play-
ing like that.” admitted Fitzgerald. “We
didn’L deserve to.win - Garryowen totally
dominated the second halll

“When we gol possession, we spilled it
And‘when we were.in (rouble we were
unable to respond. In other matches the
ability to respond has been one of the fea-
tures of the team.

“But there was nothing there today. It
just goes to show how well Shannon have
lone- 40- win -nine- on the-trot. To keep
winning as they have done lakes a greal
side. They deserve tremendous credit. They
will be a very difTicult act 1o follow mext
season.”

Down the corridoor, Garryowen coach
Andy Leslie had good reason to leel pleased
with his team’s fifth successive away league
away victory. Remarkably, they have lost
all four home matches.

That they won yesterday was down to
a very committed team performance, most
particularly from-a pack missing three
internationals. As usual, the accurate lefl
bool of Kenny Smith was another impor-
tant factor.

ASIVE ACTION . . . Philip Lynch of St Mary's uses his pace to outflank the

Garryow

o

Garryowen

cover during the Insurance Corporation of Ireland Divislon One clash at Templeville Road

yesterday.

Photographer: Jim 0'Kelly.

en travel well

It was just as well for St Mary's that he
wasn't at his best for at least three more he
would normally have kicked were off tar-
gel.

The fact they didn't get the try they
deserved was probably Garryowen's only
disappointment. Said Leslie: “After losing
Keith Wood, Ben Cronin and Richard Cos-
tello our preparation wasn't exactly what
we had hoped for. Bul we responded really
well, Let's face it, we had to do something
to brighten our season.”

~ And what of Shannon's effort in fol-
lawing Garryowen as champions? “Any
team to do what they have done deserves
enormous credit. They have had their share
of luck, but good sides make their own
luck. We had plenty of it last season.”

Luck, however, didn’t come come into
it yesterday. St Mary's, aller taking a sec-
ond minute lead with an Arthur McEvoy
penalty goal, gradually lost their way.

The first hall was poor. Two penalty
goals from Smith gave Garryowen a 6-3
interval lead before the Limerick outfit
took complete command early in the sec-
ond half.

But chances were wasted. Smith missed
two more penally opportunities and also
came close to scoring a Lry after some great
work from an impressive Richard Wallace.

Somehow, St Mary's hung on and ever
managed 1o level matters with a secons
penalty goal from McEvoy with 14 minute
remaining. Could they record another 1

.+ More Garryowen pressure brought
third penalty chance for Smith and the cen-
tre made the score 12-6 four minutes frorm
time with his fourth penalty of the afier-
noon,

51 Mary's - G Halpin; D Wall, N Barmy, G Lavin, A McEvoy:
F GCampson, P Lynch B Keams, M Corcorzn, W Bowden, S
Jamesan, M O'Kelly, K Pons, ¥ Caselio, X Devin (Capl),

@arryowen - D Larking R Wallace, K Smith, P Danaher, IC
Catelio; P Murphy, S Mclvor, P Spain, P Cunningham, K Ronan, =
Leahy, M Coughlan, O 0'Sulivan, P Hogan (Capl), M 0'Donoghues

Replacsmants - A While lor Costelio (20 ming) o
Blrmingham for O'Denoghue (50 mins ).
Retaren - B Smith (MRA).
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DIVISION 1
Al Templeville Road — Garryowen 12
(K Smith 4 pens), §t. Mary’s College 6
(A McEvoy 2 pens).
At Donnybrook — Wesley 23 (S Sex-
ton, D Jackson, A Johnston lries, A Hawe
2 pens, conv), Young Munster 22 (N
McNamara 2 ftries; P McMahon try, M
Benson pen, 2 convs).
At Stephenson Park — Lansdowne 15
(Glennon, Sharkey tries; E “Elwood pen,
conv); Dungannon 13 (Blair 2 pens;
‘McDowell try; McGarry con).
-| At Shane-Park —Blackrock 56 (Woods
2, Ridge, McGowan, Rolland, Gavin tries;
pen try; -McGowan- 6 - convs,= 3 pens),
Instonians 17 - (Irwin, Wilson - tries; Gray
conv; O'Donnell conv, pen). . .

PW.D.L F APt

| Shannon........ 9 9° 0. 0 146 47 18

-| Blackrock...:i. 9 6 0 3-199-113 12

St Mary's..... 8 6 '0 2125104 12

| Garryowen.....:9 5 0 .4 147 107:10

Cork Con....... 7.4 0 3106 95 8

0 Wesley..... 84 0 4 98 132 8

Instonians..... 9 3 -0 6-98 144 6
SundaysW... 72 0-5 69101 4|

_ | Lansdowne..., 6.2 0 -4. 87 141 4

Y Munster.... 8 2. 0 6 73 136 4

Dungannon,.. 8 1 0 7 87 115 2

. DIVISION 2

At Rosbrien — Old Belvedera 13 (B
Murphy pem;” M O'Reilly, H McDonald
tries), Old Crescent 6 (B Begley 2 pens).
Al Musgrave Park — Wanderers. 9 (M
Wyse dg, pen; L Mahon dg), Dolphin 5 (J
Walerman try). :

At Lakelands Park — Terenurs Col-
lege 33 (P Walsh 3 pens, try, 2 convs; G
Clarke, P Hennebry, F Walsh tries), Grey-
stones 17 (M Carney, A MclLean lries; R
Murphy 2 convs; P Deady dg).

"| At Gibson Park — Malone 13 (M Strutt
2 pen, conv; W Harbison Iry), Bective
Rangers 11 (D Darcy 2 pens; C Chelan

lry). .
@ UCD v Bangor — off,
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ALL-IRELAND LEAGUE: Unbeaten Shannon bring title to Limerick once again as St Mary's falter against Garryowen

Shannon ‘in absentia’ are real winners

THIS was one of those precious situa- " said right wing Ri
: bt 5 d t wing Richard Wallace, wha
tions where competitive honesty could retims 10 the Internationsl pai STM n.__nl.._.n_-u_.nniw:: " Quryoungstpiaens | lo achieve ducti 5
g e ! nternational leam against ARY'S ........ SPRT] . | . UL YU my . pracuetive  omipd, | hape they keep some of the cham-
be_appreciatcd among sporl’s grcal . Walcs next Saturdey afler v years sbicnce  GARRYOWEN 12 Sovula topeiier. n the Jeagoe.” Bl S e B B aire ey WL Aad thers o
of the n.m;ﬂ.. A € e B be no question of indulging St Mary's in Dermot Gill w.._n-..._ s coach Ciaran Fitzgerald afterwards,  scrum-half, Steven Mclvor, was particularly  the promise of er nw_—nE-,_E.u w qm_..nnuu
Fempleville  Road on Saturday in iheirattempt to maintain an extremely ten- lleece They could also see why Garryowen are  cffective later in the match, on April 1st when, in their final match ag
whi ity R P e S ous challenge for the title. - - rated a5 one of the most competilive leams Having held & 63 lead al half-time home Lo Instonians, Sh _ﬂrn. B
- e . in , became SHill, it was mot & good mach, St Mary’ Kenny Smith appeared certain to score st in the country.” Garryowen looked sel to break clear. But do justi E Cial o e ot Mt
ﬁ...“.n.._u:._hn orporation League Division ... very much helaw their beet. wilh & “ Lthe left coner [lag only to be denied by a Meanwhile, home supporters were left (0 Smith missed a 30-yard penalty oot ”“ aﬁn E”“_avn ta _...u.n__":mwﬁ_: as the fourth Mun-
ne qﬁ—rm_ﬂﬂuo-.ﬁ. . resull that G gt et e foot in touch. ponder whai had happened to the innn__n_ the 44th minute. Then came a H._oﬂ of n“w :H_—" i.uh Y -q__.uﬂ.nnu e RS
OF course the title race was as good as b st .nmuﬂuu_nu_ui_.un et _.ﬂu__. the _n_.n..._ WAW that stage, the fine rucking skills of  spirit that bad brought a receni Wi over  spiriled altacking in which __r_.-.ﬁFounanh_ thi i { i PRI T
over before Garryowen faccd what would  title remained T Ue  the Garryowen forwards were very much in ackrock in the most difficult coeditions articularly fine break befi h o sconwa o ooy perwry
become their last match as the league hold-  eyven at that, th 1d have i_mw. nd  cvidence and they had succeeded in break-  As it happened, the weather could hardly  forced a series of close EEn T e Bk S memdne & b party 33,38 S ey 3
ers. But a stubborn little detail remained.  convincingly, | won far more  ipg an early, lineout dominance by St have been kinder on this occasion, nor could Ultimately, penaltics decided the i n.!ii:ni_w!.ﬂﬂ.__aiﬂsﬁz;w
And despile the ehsence of international for- “I'm u.w_m.rion T O Mary's. Indeed one got the impression that St Mary's have wished for a betterstart than  even thou Smith landed only four Enz " MAR "
wards Keith Wood and Bon Cronin,  make the tquad for the World Cup.” said  [onang reproscnied 4 greater prize to the 2 90-second lead through a 20-yard penalty  eight. For St Mary's McEvoy la ded two ot F Chmorn P Linch B Kews. U Cotoran W Bowar, 1
Garyowes pave the matier thelr full ale  Boaba v e iaveived in Jumie fine  Limerick side, depile the fact that their goa] by Arthur McEv A Rty O e, while colleague Nicky Barry missed nm&aw%_iz,_:naii??iu
Tenyan., ; i back movements that u_._n“:_ hncunmﬂ..ncnnnm only reward would be a middle-of-the-table Tn fact, they held that lead onlyuntil the  two othcrs. Either way such details would  Coaman ¢ Ny, 5 Mo P Sgun. P Capringram: 8
nol __...._._.__m:d...__-Hqun__H_ﬂ %hnﬂ_mﬂ.“.“ﬂ:”_anﬂ_“.—n.“ ﬂvu,_n_:". one second-hall iry. The most no- u_an#_nn...w. was the sorl of attitude thalt has .u.nnqﬂmﬁ.ﬂwq.:an_.n—ﬁ i _.“n.._nq wrnmn e 0 wﬂ__n _Hn_"._ of ltte intercst 0 R, m__.._!_ hahe _.._u ! _ua ﬁrﬂ__. 1 ...ﬂ!u_
. game ¢ of these came in the 62nd minule when ¥ [ the malch. Even with some  whom ihe result was esseotially all that Dantgim :M..Pﬁﬂ_...fzz for Comsaila (20 mara &
i e T - brought so much success to Limerick rugby  Beod possession in the first half, (hey failed  mattered, B e e S (A
g n..: —



