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n try sends

St Mary’s bounding free

free,

WITH one bound they were
St Mary's, who uﬁﬂﬁh_.n%on__ﬂ#_wh
lashed and tied to the m, e cifn
relegation at the start of t from
rent season, travelled home fa
Cork on Saturday with :._n:_ ﬂwm
set towards uﬂ.n top of the table
and not the bottom. :

Such was the quality of their
performance at Temple Hill that
the Dublin side might have been
forgiven for having secret covel-
ous thoughts about the champion-
ship itself. For Cork Constitution,
many peoples’ favourites for glory
this year, Saturday’s defeat was a
jolting reminder of the exigencies
of AIL rugby. Losing at hometo a
non-Munster club can hardly have
been part of this year’s strategy.

Ciaran Fitzgerald has done a
remarkable job with the you
transitional squad at his disposal.
They don’t quite set the field
alight but they work away in an
organised fashion and have suffi-
cient youthfulness about them to
:w the,exciting and unexpected
when the opportunity beckons.
When the game took an ypex-
pected and seemingly fatal \ypm
for the worst late on Saturday gy
Mary's had the guts to hj wm_nw
and the imagination to cregqe th
game's only try. ¢

———

CORK CONSTITUTION. 12
ST MARY'S ................... 16

Tom Humphries

Had the home side won — as it
looked as if they might when
Kenny Murphy struck a late drop
mam_ — it would have been a

arsh  injustice. Constitution
never got the chance to settle. We
came expecting the force of
weight and experience to crush
the Dublin side. The front eights

loocked as if they were mis-
matched, yet St Mary’s hung in
there, survived and finally

thrived. The ferocious physical
impact that we looked for David
Corkery to bring to the proceed-
ings came instead from Kevin
Potts and Steve Jameson and
Kevin Devlin.

The moments of flashing inspi-
ration came from unexpected
quarters, too. Young Feargal
Campion at out-half looks a good
deal less green with every outing.
Nicky Barry made a modest con-
tribution in the centre but David
wall on the wing was brave and
dashing and at full-back Gary

Halpin looks to be settling into
the position nicely.

At half-time, the sides had
swapped a penalty apiece and the
3, or so Temple Hill regulars
waited patiently for the home
side to start flexing their muscles.
St Mary’s it was who continued to
set the game’s agenda. Malcolm
O'Kelly, the huge second row,
was winning more line-out ball
than a youngster has a right to
expect when jumping against the
likes of Ken Murphy and Gabriel
Fulcher. The rucking and maul-
ing was excellent and for their ap-
plication St Mary's gained two
penalties, both converted by
Barry to provide a six-point lead.

Paul Burke, not having the hap-
piest of aftermoons despite the
return of Michael Bradley,
missed a couple of kickable pen-
alties for Constitution but made
amends twice to bring matters
back to parity before, in the
game's dying moments, Kenny
Murphy flicked a lifeless looking
drop goal towards the St Mary's

sts. Amidst scenes of great ju-

ilation, it limped over.

It was then, with the points
mnn:;:m_%. lost, that St Mary’s
produced a sequence of play
which encapsulated their after-

noon's efforts. Potts and O'Kelly
thundered into poor Barry How-
ell as he caught the kick-ofl.
David Wall caught the clearance
from the Constitution 22, kicked
and followed up, jumping high
and bravely. The ball spilled out
left to Gary Lavin whose lon
pass had the suspicion of forwar
movement about it.

Nevertheless Arthur McEvoy
gathered and made yards of

und with a surge back inside.

uddenly the ball was back with
the massed powers of the St
Mary's pack tucked under Steve
Jameson’s arm and the only dan-
ger being that perhaps there were
too many bodies involved in the
overlap. Jameson trundled over,
though, and a fine game came to
an end

Bary penalty, 36 53 mins,

60 mins, Burke penaity, &9,

mﬁtz. . 79 mans, K drop goal, 129,
n_._.m_.ﬂ. S Jameson try COMVErason,
12-1

CORK CONSTITUTION — K Murphy, D
Dowd, N Mwuray, D O Mahony, R Dineen, P
Burke, Bradiey. B Howell, D Corkery, L
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RUGBY/ROUND:UP

ALL-IRELAND LEAGUE
DIVISION ONE

At Temple Hill: Cork Constitution 12
(P Burke 3 penalties; K Murphy dropped
goal), St Mary's 16 (N Barry 3 penalties,
Conversion; S Jameson try)

At Shane Park: Instonlans 27 (S
Laing 4 penalties, Eomumn_ m“nd. conver-
sion; G McCloskey, G McCausland try
each) Sunday's Well 6 (R Daly penalty;
E Crotty dropped goal)

At Thomond Park: Shannon 12 (A
Thompson 4 penalties), Old Wesley 6
(N Farren 2 penalties)

At Stradbrook: Blackrock 27 (N Assaf
2 tries; P Wallace, D Beggy try each; A
McGowan 2 conversions, penalty),
Dungannon 13 (H McCaughey try; A
Blair conversion, penalty)

Al Clifford Park: Young Munster 3 (M
Benson penalty), Garryowen 24 (D
Sheehan two tries, K Smith 3 penalties,
conversion, D Larkin dropped goal).

PWDULVFA AP
ﬂuﬂ.l._..n-.......:. “ m m m % % m
E..E: 4 3.0 181 43 6
StMary's ............ 4 3 0 15654 ©
Instonians......... 4 2 0 250 42 4
Cork Con......... 3 2 0D 151 49 4
Dun . &1 0 341 54 2
Old Wesley......... 31 0 227 42 2
Sunday's Well... 4 1 0 34367 2
Y Munster..... 3 00 31666 0
_.."__.._--Mﬂldo 0 0 3328 0

DIVISION TWO

At Donnybrook: Bective 15 (I Dwyer,
K McQuilkin try each; D Darcy
coneversion, penalty), Bangor 6 (M
McCall 2 penalties)

Al Anglesea Road: Old Belvedere 29
(B Mur w:__ 4 penalties, conversion; W
Norse, P Gavin, P McKenna try each),
Greystones 17 (R Murphy try, dropped
goal, 3 penalties)

At Rosbrien: um___n nqﬂnmnmn.“_ ._u__ ﬁwm

try, 3 penalties; A Reddan try),
Wﬂﬂm.@_: q.“_._ tumsa__ﬁ try; C Mahoney 2
ﬂwhwﬁmwha: Park: Malone 13 (C Wilkin-
son penalty; B Harbinson, M Rea try
each), Terenure 18 (P Walsh try, conver-
sion, penalty; F Walsh try; C Clarke

dropped goal)

. Waterpark..............
NIFC.......c..cccromrapmnes
Monkstown............

Al Eaton Park: Ballymena 9 (D
McAleese 2 penallies; Humphreys
dropped goal), UCD 9 (B Carey 3 pen-
alties)
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DIVISION THREE

At Sydney Parade: Monkstown 19 (B
McVitty try, 2 penalties, dropped goal; P
McDonald try), Ballina 9 (J Carey 3 pen-
alties)

At The Mardyke: UCC 25 (J Kelly, A
O'Shea, D Finn try each; J Kieman 2
conversions, 2 penalties), Corinthians 6
(L Caulfield 2 penalties)

At Kilternan: DLSP 20 (D Clancy 5
penalties; J Corry try), City of Derry 16
(R McGregor 3 penalties, conversion; D

_Hunter try
At Crowley Park: Galwegians 8 (J
Casserly try; E Molloy penalty), Highfield

14 (S O'Meara 3 penalties; B Herlihy try)

At Moher: Buccaneers 15 (J Maher, G
Curley try each; G Dowd penalty, con-
version), NIFC 0

At Castle Avenue: Clontarf 25 (M
Fitzsimons, G Roche, D O'Brien try each;
M O'Brien 2 conversions, 2 penalties),
Waterpark 16 (J Kelleher try; B Moran
conversion, 2 penaltiesw; dropped goai)

P W L F A
75 42
43 30
78 &7
64 54
63 47

Clontart...........cc.c.
Highfleld .......

47 51
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DIVISION FOUR

At Daingean: UCG 15 (B Kenny, C
Bewley try each; J Kenneally conversion,
penalty), Armagh 15 (I Millar 5 penalties)

At Deramore: Collegians 17 (B Irvine,
S McKay try each; M McCulloch
penmalty, 2 conversions), Queen’s Uni-
versity 17 (B Styles 2 penalties,
dropped goal; A Eagleson try; R Morrow
dropped goal)

Al Chambers Park: Portadown 14 (G

Callow 3 penalties; P Orr try), Bohemi-
ans 13 (G Aoss 2 penalties, conversion;
J Downey try)

At Hamilton Park: Ards 13 (R Warnock
try; D Jamshidi try, _wo_._mz...q ,CIYMS 0

At College Park: Dublin University 40
(S Tynan 2 tries; J Flavin, C McCarthy, N
Ryan try each; J Sherwin 3 penalties, 3
tonversions), Sligo 10 (R Barlow try; D
Lillie penalty, conversion).

PWDULTFA AP
Dublin University. 3 3 0 075 22 &
Skerrles ............... 3 3 0 073 23 6
Portadown...... 3 3 0 04 25 &
Queen's......... 3 2 1 049 30 5
e 302 0.1 844 33 4
4 1 1 24866 3
4 1 0 33148 2
4 1 0 3415 2
30 1 227 44 1
3 01 2364 1
. 3 0 0 32174 0

NEXT ON THE LIST

Division One — (Saturday) — St
Mary's v Young Munster; Garryowen v
Lansdowne; Old Wesley v Blackrock;
Dungannon v Cork Constitution. (Sun-
day) — Sunday's Well v Shannon.

Division Two — (Saturday) — Wan-
derers v Ballymena; Dolphin v Malone;
Bangor v Old Belvedere; UCD v Bective.

Division Three — (Saturday) —
Ballina v UCC; NIFC v Clontarf; City of
Derry v Galwegians; Highfield v DLSP;
Waterpark v Buccaneers; Corinthians v
Mankstown.

Division Four — (Saturday) — Bohe-
mians v Queen's University; Armagh v
Collegians; Sligo v Ards; Skerries
Portadown; CIYMS v UCG.
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No Munster phobia

From David Walsh
in Temple Hill

CORK CONSTITUTION....
ST MARY'S COLLEGE.. .orrisnsmmssvonsens 18
mnm o what's that about New-
lands Cross phobla?" asked
Steve Jameson after the game,

Falr question. Here were Mary's down
in Cork Tor the second conseculive Satur
day and, once again, winners. Lo and
behald!

Newlands Cross phobia? It is a condi-
tion suffered by some Leinster leams: once
they get the green lights a1 Newlands Cross
going south, they begin 10 worry.

“MNot us,” said Jameson, “We don't
mind who we play or where we play them.”
On yesterday's evidence, the big second row
has m case.

1l was & smashing match decided by
Mary's guis. In a battle, they oul-fought
Constitution.

Consider the game right at the end:
Mary's bravely hanging on 10 a deserved
point al 99 when Kenny Murphy struck
lor & drop goal. Il never got much above
crosshar height. It ducked and it dived, but
it sull made .

Kenny ran back punching the air. Con
were in front, and the game was as good as
over, Barry Howell caught the kick-olT, but
Kevin Potts and Malcolm ©'Kelly thun-
dered inlo him, and you thought “wow,
these guys an'l givin® up.”

David Wall then caught the clearance
and put the ball back into the Con 22, He
followed his kick, Jumped higher than
David O"Mahony and got the vital deflec-
tion lo the dropping ball. Mary's were [ly-
ing night.

Gary Lavin's pass to Arthur McEvoy
looked forward, but there was no whistle.
McEvoy surged inside and took play close
io the Con line. Suddenly, Mary's had a
five-lo-two overlap, and there was big
Jameson crashing through for the try, Cos-
tello, Potts and Wall Mree at his right shoul-
der.

“1 saw a direct path 1o the line and
didn’t want to risk a fumble further on. The
sweetest try L've ever scored,” said the big
man,

Mary's are now joinl second, and that
is lestimony Lo Ciaran Fitzgerald's lalent
with players. Mary's team I8 young. inexpe-
rienced and has three rookies in {5 front
five.

Con's heavyweights should have been
eble to push them aside, but Mary's had
characier and organisation; precisely what
you expect Fitzgerald 1o give 1o a side.

Malcolm O'Kelly and Jameson won
most of the ball thrown st them, and

la nl B
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ON THE BURST:

Mary's constant driving around the fringes
kept Con pinned down. Kevin Polts was
edsily the best forward on the pitch, and
provided his young tcammates with inspir-
ing leaderhip.

“We knew what they were going (o
do.” said _nu_.__a_:_.:_u._._.._.ﬁ coach, ;ﬂg:
Davies, “and in fairness we stopped theyr
runners geiling across the gain line, hyy
their ball retention was very good and they
kept coming.™

From the moment that Len Din
and his pack ran in front of Paul m..___._n...nﬂ
kick-olT, you scnsed Con were on ong of
those days. An afiernoon when they wers
prepared lo scrape by.

Gabriel Fulcher and Ken Murph
Con's line out ball, end there i,nnﬂ..nu_:ﬂ_a.w_”
when the home team looked like it coyly
charge through Mary's. But Poits, Jameggp
end Kevin Devlin were always in the way
and Con lacked real bite. .

Playing his first league game of the
scason, Michael Bradley wasn't sharp, gng
he didn't get his backrow running g
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worrying Mary’s!
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Mary's- Too ofien, Constitution tried 1o
jove wide without commitling Mary's
ence and, without Brian Walsh and
Robert Casey, they were ordinary in mid-
fild,
|
_ ary’s were the better side in the
first hall but their neat
work never hud the kind of power
ihat produces tries. Constitution seemed
conlent to smhble along, sensing they would
eventually click into gear,
naltles by Puul Burke and Nicky
B __._.__T:.na the only scores of that half, but
sﬂ.ﬁu Barry kicked another Lwo garly in the
sccond bally Con had o game on Lheir

hands:
They upped the pressure, and Mary's

P Burke penalties levelled the
did t:mrh..._._.“”.n then, right on Tull time,
ﬂ.-oﬂ__ Murphy dropped what seemed the
winning g0t

»The aititude within the team ls very
good,” said Ciaran Fitzgerald. “As a group

°*€

Dungannon in the geme al Stradbrook.

they are developing a strong character. In a
lot of situations, thal drop goal would heve
finished the match.”

But it didn't. No one needed Lo ask the
Mary’s bays about their pride. 1t was there,
and it got them @ result. And the coach's
contribution was feted: " Fitzy has done o
super job,” said Jameson.

“He has those young guys believing in
what they can do. But even wilk my game,
he's helped that too,™

And you len Temple Hill with one
wonder: what il the IRFU had left Claran
Fitzgerald serve his conching apprenticeship
at the lower levels?

Cork Constltutios - Kenny Murphy; D 0'Dowd,
W Murray, [ O'Mahony, R Dipeeny P Burke, 1
O'Mahony: P Soden, C Twomey, P McCarthy, G
Fulcher, Ken Murphy, L Dinnesn, B Howsll, D
Corkery, Replasement: P O'Hara lor Howall.

5t Mary's G Halpin, D Wall, N Barry, @
Lavin, A McEvoy; F Campioa, P Lynch; B Keane, B
Browns, W Bowden, § Jameson, M O'Kelly, K Poiy
V Coselio, K Deviin. Replacement: D Dowling for
Bowden.

Referee: B Wallis (Walm),
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RUGBY

INSURANCE CORPORATION LEAGUE
DIVISION 1

Al Siradbrook — Blackrock Col-
lege 27 (N Assal 2 tnes. D Begay, P
Watace try eath, A McGowan pen, ?
cone ) Dungannon 13 (H McCaughey Uiy,
A Blair 2 pens, on)
Al Thamond Park — Shannon 12
(& Thompron 4 pens (1,10, 17, 62 mim)
0ld ;Hﬂll! § (N Fanen, 2 pens (27, 35
rins
Al Temple Hill — Constiution 12
(P Burke 3 pers, K Murphy 4t 1) st
Mary's Coflege 18 (1 Barry 3 pers, €40,
S Jamesan 1ry)
Al Shans Park — [nsfonlans r 4
(McClushey, MeCausiad Wnes Laing A
pens, drop g, con) Sundays Well 8 (Daly

pen, Cratty 6r0p G/)
DIVISION ONE
pPWOLFAPs
Shandon ... 4 4 0 0eh 22 B
Bisckroek . .. 4 3 n 1M1 6
g1 Marys 4 301594 &
Garryowen 1 2 0 14521 4
instontans .. A4 ? 0 2% 42 4
CorkCon . 3 2 0 160 49 4
Dungannon . 4 1 0 3414 12
Owesley . 31 n 22/ &2 2
mnnw.41n1usr )
'I'Hunllllﬁ.,i'ﬂﬁ?lalz 0
Lansdowne .. 3 0 0 33283 0
DIVISION 2

At Donmybrook — Bective Rangers 1%
(1 Dager 1 try K MeQuiken ) try, D Darcy
1, pen | can) Bangor & (M MeCall - 2
pens).

At Eaton Park — Ballymens L |}
Mehieese 2 pens, B Humphries 1 dp )
uCD 8 (B Carey 3 pens).

Al Gibson Park — Maione 13 (B Har-
binson 1 by, M Rea 1 try, € Yisnson 1
pen) Terenure 18 (P Wash 1 ¥y, 1 89,
Tipon. § Wash 1 try C Clarve 1 010 1), -
At Anglesea Road — O1d Belveders 29
(B Mutphy 4 pens, 1 €onY, W Notss, P
McKenna, P Gavin Iry gach), Greysionss
17 (R Mutphy 3 pens, 1 try, 1 0'p 0F).

Al Donnybrook — Bactive 15, Bangol
6.

Al Rosbrien — Oid Crescant 19 (B

Begiey 1 rg, 3 pES, A Redgan 1 liy)
Dolphin 11 (J Clarke 1 1y, C Mahony 2
pens).
DIVISION TWO
PWDLFAM
Immn..._dlénomsa b
Bective ... 4 3 017X 6
OCrescenl.— 4 2 1 1HME S
Ballymena... 4 21 19145 5
Wanderers_.. 3 2 1 D4R 43 3
OBelyedere . 3 2 D 17965 4
Malone ._,Jznzaawjx
Greyslones, ... 41 0 3%05 2
ued . e 3 D1 2 32 65 1
Dolphia . . 3 0 0 3325 0
Bangol.—-- 4 0 0 43368 D
DIVISION 3

At Baliinazios — Buccanssry 15
(J Mahwt try, G Curef try, G Dowd pen,
conw), NIFC 6,

Al Byndey Parads — Monksiow®
19 (W Mcimme try /D gl. 2 pen G'%, P
W Dona'd 1ry), Bafling § Carey 3 pen
g's).

Al Crowley Part, Calweglany
Casariny Iry, & Mooy pe7) Hightisid 14
(8 Hervhy by, 3 (U Meara thies pens)

— Do La Salls Paim-
m:otncww&m..rmnwa.
City of Derry 16 () Moliegad 3 ps,
con, O Hutter 1ry)

M Castis Avened — Clontari 23

Farumons, G Rochs, D OBoen Iry
eaxch M O'Bren two &S ) two CLONVS),
Watsrpark 18 (J Keierer 1y, B Woran
by pens, OI0p P @9 LG

Al the Mudyls — ucc 28 (J
K 2 peos, 2 oy, J 1%y iy A
[ Shea Wy O Fon iy Corinthians Gal-
wey B (L Laed 7 s

DiVISION THREE
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