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SAD ENDING: St M:u"‘s College centre Vincent Cunningham (s carried from

=
Vg

the ficld with a damaged knee during his club’s defeat by Dungannon yesterday.

Cunningham is doubtful

DUNGANNON 17

ELLL L i ————— s 19

GREYSTOMES 1n
b LTI T —— e 14

A SPLENDID victory for St Mary's
was spoiled by what appears io be a
serious injury to Ireland centre Vin-
cent Cunningham.

It was a match the Dublin side had
1o win and there were euphoric scenes
as they snatched only their second
victory of the season,

+ et the celebration were dampened
by news that Cunningham has sus-
pected ligament damage to his right
knee, making his chances of playing
far Ireland against-Walessaf eelected,,
very doubtlul. .

Bzngor's Mark McCall would be
the obvious replacement.

St Mary's iry scoring hero was
Manker Kevin Polts who stormed
acorss the line for 4 63rd minute try,
converted by Micky Barry, 1o seal vig-
tory, It was no more than they
deserved afér starting and [(inishing
the match more strongly than their
Ulster counlerparts.

Barry put over three penaltics in
the first half hour 1o set up a ning
point lead. Remarkably, Dungannon
were ahead by hall time thanks Lo two
penalties from outhall Keith Megarry,
and an unconveried try from Ronnie
Carey.

Dungannon re-inforced  their
advantage with two more Megarry

_ penaliies within ten minutes of the

resiart. Barry cul the delicit with a
long range penally 1o sel up a grand-
stand finish with Dungannon shead
only 17-12. - )

A lapse of concentration al a line-
out near their line cost the home side
dearly, Pouts capitalised und slormed
through for what proved 1o be a
malch winning score.

Both sides have now lost four
games and arc likely to be embroiled
in the forthcoming relegation dog-
fight.

s‘hhll.lu—s McDowel, B Coey, A Bans, P
Accher, T Hows, K Megany, A Blai D Millis, H
MeCaughey (eaply G Lesha, W Anoeison, J Dawdson,
dutnny Hashsgs, Jeremy Maslings, J Faersen

St Mury's Gallags — A Whie. G Balpn, G Lavn, V
Cureinghar, D Wak, N Bany, 5 Treazy. B Kean, W
Coscaran, [ Galen, § Jamason |capl), ¥ Costelio, K Polls,
G Pors, K Davi

THE Young Munster revival contin-
wes. In desperate irouble when the
League resumed alier Christmas, they
have now won Lwo successive matches
to considerably ease the pressure.

Two eflorts rom ocuthall Aidan
O'Halloran midway through the sec-
ond half proved crucial in bringing
them this latest victory. With the
score 8-8 OHalloran landed a drop
goal and a penalty 1o leave Young
Munster 14-8 clear.

T was

HEn & e e holam
to iheir advantage. And thiz they just
managed to achieve afier Greyvstones”
outhall Marc Evans had reduced the
deficit to 14-11 with a penalty goal.

After O'Halloran had given Young
Munster an early 3-0 advantage with
a penalty goal Greysiones deservedly
went 5-3 in front when a move involv-
ing John Murphy and Brian Rigney
ended with Popplewell passing 1o Ivan
Power. The left-wing raced in rom
the *22° for an excellent try.

The home side should really have
extended their lead before right-wing
Paul McMahon secured a try 1o give
Young Munsier @ fortunate 8-5 inter-
vil advaniage.

A huge penalty goal from thre
yards inside his own half by Greys-
tones' right-wing Alan Keyes made
the score B-8 carly in the second hall.
Uy this stage though, the Young
Munster pack was beginning Lo get on
1op and they provided outhall O"Hal-
loran with a number of opportenities,

The first two were narrowly missed
before he finully came good with the
drop goal and penalty goal which
gave Young Munsier a lead they
never surrendered.

Gamywiones — M Camey [capl), A Beyes, R Virer,
5 Seawn, | Power; M Buans, A Mchaman, N Popplewel,
J Muighy, M Pheian. B Rigney, G McCabe D Raney, O
Banetl, ¥ Magannely. Meplacementsz A Comgas fof
Melabe, 65 ming.

Young Mumsisr — T Lesstan P McMahon, N
Ohbeara, W Lynch, § Wchamara A (rHeicean, J Molnsy,
J Filgeratd, W Fiogenid, P . P bechan, R Ryan,
O Léwerds, A Cowgnlly, G Enis

Refaren — A Watson [Ulsim)
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St Mary’s make a costly clawback

Dungannon................c........17
St Mary's.....ccvninennnninnnnennns 19

From Michael Sadlier at Stevenson Park

ST Mary's desperately needed this game
to salvage what remains of their season.
Having trailed Dungannon by 17-9 early
in the second half, they clawed their way
back into the game to take a two point
lead in the final quarter. But victory
came at a cost.

Vinny Cunningham was buried in a
ruck midfield and then had to be helped
off the pitch with a suspected knee liga-
ment injury. St Mary's may have to do
without him for the remainder of their
campaign; more immediately he may
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miss Ireland’'s forthcoming game
against Wales.

It was St Mary's pack that made this
game certain. Even without the services
of Brent Pope they were able to domi-
nate the lineouts. In the scrum their
front five also looked stronger and
Dungannon sorely missed the services of
Paddy Johns. For St Mary's, Victor Co-
stello had an enormous influence.

St Mary's were nine points up after
three penalty strikes from Nicky Barry
before Dungannon responded. Keith Mc-
Garry kicked his first penalty just after
the half hour and then came Ronnie
Carey's score. Dungannon won pos-
session on the floor and moved blind for
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Carey to get the try. It was unconverted.
McGarry kicked another penalty to make
it 11-9 at the break and then kicked two

more to give Dungannon a clear lead.

The Mary's pack now began to impose |
themselves, Kevin Potts plunging over
and Barry converting from the touchline
to give St Mary's a two point lead. They
deservedly held on as Dungannon threw

mchﬂEbw into attack. ¢
DUNGANNON: 5 McDowell, R Carey, A Bums, P
Archer, T Howe, K McGarry, A Blir, D Millar, H Mc-
Caughey (capt), G Leslie, W Anderson, J Davidson,
Johnny Hastings, J Patterson, Jeremy Hastings

ST MARY'S: A White, G Halpin, G Lavin, V Cunning-
ham, D Wall, N Barry, § Tracey, B Keane, M Corco-
ran, D Gillan, § Jameson (capt), C Potts, K Potts, K
Devlin, V Costello,

Replacement: C Burke for Cunningham, 75 mins
Referee: 8 Smith (Munster) -
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