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jque Division One
- Kick-off: 2.30 p.m.
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ST. MARY’S COLLEGE GREYSTONES
2.C. R.F.C.
P ———y
15. Aidan White Full Backs 15. Michael Carney
14. Anthony Gillen 14. Alan Keyes
13. Gary Lavin Three Quarters 13. Rory Vance
12. Vincent Cunningham 12. Steven Sexton
11. David Wall 11. Philip Quinn
10. Nicky Barry Half Backs 10. Collie Dunne
9. Mark Thome 9. Connor Heaney
1. Beian¥eane P-WCAILL 1. Nick Popplewell
2. Michael Corcoran 2. John Murphy
3. Derek Dowling 3. Mark Phelan
4. Tim Coughlan Forwards 4. Clive Woolam
5. Steve Jameson (Capt.) 5. Reggie Corrigan
6. Kevin Potts 6. Des Rigney
7. Kevin Devlin 7. Victor Maginnity
8. Brent Pope 8. Alan Dignam
Replacements Referee: Replacements
Gareth Halpin Steven Hilditch Brian O'Flanagan
John Muldoon (U.R.S) Connor O'Sullivan
Philip Kenny Touch Judges: Dave Barrett
John Carville Michael Gillick Ian Sherwin
Paidge McGill (A.R.LB.) Ivan Power
Philip Gray
(A.RL.B))

OUR GRATITUDE TO TODAY'S MATCH AND GILBERT MATCH BALL SPONSORS
Bank of Ireland
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Five star St. Mary’s

A SUPERLATIVE display. This
five-try, star performance by St
Mary's College at Templeville Road
sets the Insurance Corporation
League up for a cracker of a finish.

Next weekend in Cork it will be
those narrow leaders, Constitution,
against Mary's.

And the final flourish for the
Dublin club, in the last tie of the All
Ireland, will be a confrontation with
Young Munster at Templeville Road.

That's the scenario. It’s unlikely
now that any others will intrude as
the trio battle it out.

Yesterday's tie at Templeville
Road was the best by far of the
League games I've seen this season.
Best in style, in skill. Fast, furious
and technically of a high standard.

Noel Murphy, the Irish manager,
has expressed his doubts about the
standards of skill in the League. Yes-
terday would have warmed the cock-
les of his heart and swept away any
reservations.

The performance of the St Mary’s
pack, driving, mauling and handling
in support so efficiently, was very
impressive.

But it was the technical artistry of
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By Sean Diffley. .

the backs that really captured the
fancy of the 4,000 crowd.

On yesterday’s display there can
be no better outhalf in the country
than Nicky Barry. His scrumhalf,
Mark Thorne, did his job with
aplomb and Aidan White added to
his burgeoning reputation at full-
back.

And if there had been any Irish
selectors present they would have
had every reason to have another
glance at flanker Kevin Devlin, the
best forward on the field.

But it takes two to tango and St.
Mary’s met opponents worthy of
their steel. Greystones were without
Colin Woolan at lock which affected
their line-out and even with the
breeze in the first half were never
really establishing enough authority.

And the loss of Collie Dunne
early in the second half, taken to
hospital for observation with concus-
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sion, did not help although the writ-
ing was on the wall at that stage.

It was Dunne who had kicked all
five penalty goals in the first half.

- .- Tony Gillen had scored a Twicken-
ham type of try when Aidan White's

penalty attempt rebounded off the
crossbar.

White converted that and kicked
two penalties but Greystones led
15-13, hardly sufficient with the
breeze against them after the interval.

It was all Mary’s after halftime.
Gillen scored his second try and prop
Derek Dowling, wing David and
Kevin Devlin scored the others.
White kicked two penalties and a

converstion to conclude a most enter-.

taining afternoon - except, of course,
for Greystones.

St Mary's - A White; A Gillen, V Cun-
ningham, G Lavin, D Wall; N Barry. M
Thorne; P McGill, M Corcoran, D Dowling,
T Coughlin, S Jameson, K Potts, B Pope, K
Devlin.

Greystones - M Carney; A Keyes, R.
Vance, S Sexton, P Quinn; C Dunne, C Hea-
ney; N Popplewell, J Murphy, M Phelan, R
Boyd, R Corrigan, D Rigney, V Magennity,
A Dignam. Replacements - I Power for Dunne

54 mins; 1 Sherwin for Quinn 70 mins.
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St. Mary's superb

John Redmond

t. Mary's College..41
Gillen [2], D Dowling, D Wall, K
melin trign, & While 2 coni, & pera.

raystones ............15

Mary's College could

have demonstrated
h any pgreater clarity
t how determined they

to become the first
hlin club to win the
urance Corporation All
land League than in this
ctacular dismissal of
vstones at Templeville
iR
ive tries backboned a

rampant demonstration of
the team's full potential, as
dominant forwards liaised
with brilliant backs in what
was unquestionably one of
Lhe season's greatesl single
club performances.

There were S50 many
individual stars making up
the galaxy that you had
full-back Aidan  White,
winger Tony Gillen, centre
Vinnie Cunningham, half-
backs WNicky Barry and
Mark Thorne, front row
forwards Michael Corcoran
and Derek Dowling, second
row Steve Jameson and
open side flanker Kevin
Devlin all in with genuine
claims to be nominated
Man of the Match.

Taking everything into
account, [ let team captain
Jameson, who himself led
by a stirring example,
finally make up my mind

by his summing up of the
Ereat game.

Said the towering man
from Ballyjamesduff with
high hopes of leading a
Dublin team to glory: "We
certainly turned it on today
after I reminded the lads at
half time how Shannon
caught us napping in the

second half last week. We.

showed we had learned our
lesson by the high level of
our  performance and
among all the fine contribu-
tions, I thought our young
scrum-half, Mark Thorne,
was the outstanding one.”
Mind you, Nicky Barry,
with his best performance
of the wyear, also comple-
mented the efforts of the
forwards on a day when
you wondered how he can't
get into the Irish team.
Weary Greystones, with
their title hopes now

probably lost, trooped off
lamenting the illjuck of
three deadly blows before
the starl, just after the
start and during a tremen-
dously exciling second hatf.

The troubles began when
serond row Clive Woollam
cried off with a sore throat;
their woes  were com-
pounded by the manner in
which they conceded seven
points within four minutes
and their _hopes were
finally nailed when they
lost out-half Collie Dunne
just five minules into the
second half,

The absence of the big
and abrasive Woollam
meant they virtually con-
ceded the lineouts and duly
Jameson and Tim Coughlan
had a field day,

Psycholgically, too, it was
devastating for Greystones

to watch While's early
penalty hit the crossbar
only to bounce off the legs
of the inrushing Gillen,
who then just beat the dead
ball line to score the softest
of tries behind the posis, to
which White gleelully
added the points. Grey-
stones had been caught
cold before they had even
warmed up.

They clawed their way
back by means of five
penalty goals from Dunne
and that enabled them to
lead 15-13 at the interval,
after White had added two
penalties.

However after Dunne
departed with concussion,
and was later taken to
hospital as a precaution,
straight away 5t Mary's
struck as Jameson ook the

line-out when play resumed
and Dowling supported Lhe

rolling maul to get a
decisive try, The landslide
had begun.

On the half-hour, White
landed another goal and as
St. Marvs ruled supreme,
winger David Wall and the
Kevin Devlin added with

-further tries, White con-

verted one and he landed a
late penalty at a time when
Mary's had sapped all
confidence and resistance
out of the shattered
Greystones leam.

5T. MARY'S CULLEGE: A While; &
Cillen, ¥ Cunmangham. © Lavin, D
Wall, M Barry, M Thorne; P Gill, M
Carcoran, I¥ Ling, T coughlin, 8
Jameson. K Ports. B Pone. K Devlin

GCREVSTONES: M Cirney, A Keyei,
R Vanee 5 Sexien, P Quinn; C
Dunne, T Heaney, N Popplewell, J
Murphy, M Fhelan. R Boyd. R
Corrigan, O Bigney, A Dignam, V
Bagemnely.

Referee: 5 Hildinch {Ulster)

Ballymena
pip Shannon

Ballymena 9
0. MicAlwesr Lpem; 5. Loing pen.
] LT 1Y, FR—
B, O'Shes I pars.

Man O The Match
Eddia Habwy
AMwngiarce: 1,500

BALLYMENA fall haek Stuart Laing
.m.ﬂn.q_...& a3 the St.___-. hera in the
naurance Corporation league relega
lion hatibe agamst Shannon sl Eston
Fark yesterday.

With the game looking to have run
itz course and bolh feams looking

isfied wilh = 68 L] up
wlepped Laing b0 nenchanify bang
over & touch kine penalty xy the game
wandersd inio i pury Lme.

It was no more hic Ballymena
desrrved, aller Usey beld & Firsd ball
orslaught from their visilors, wisa
__...m_u.E__.__ wand = _.r___-ﬁq.!ii-f:.. Sua

Qiln Tunges r
Halvey, who __I-nu__u-—._aul!- his moere
iiustreous back row portner, Mick
Fitzgiblben, Ballymena held firm and
grabhed Ball Lme sdvastige whes
Dérek McAleris converted & penaity
Jiest before the interval.

. But with Dvannoa Twn u—urﬂ“
them |n the face, Shannon came
mrongly after the rextart, ss twa Hilly
Oripea penales give them an
sdvinisges which Lhey srver looked
hike Jusing,

However, McAlesss corverted his
second penalty in 1he Tnd minute
and then Lamg achieved his hero
status  after touch judge Derek
Henderion drew stlepieen La the
referee and 3 Shanmon foreard was
penalised for punching.




St Mary’s come back to earth
after brief moment in heaven

FOR a few moments in their vic-
torious dressing-room on Satur-
day, it secmed that a priceless
bonus had come St. Mary's way.
News of the demise of Constitu-
tion had been somewhat prema-
ture, however, and emolions
underwent a sharp adjustment
when it became clear that the
Cork side had actually taken over
leadership of the All [Ireland

ue. :

en came the realisation that

the challenge, in fact, was essen-
cmz..w unchanged: Constitution
would have to be beaten at

Temple Hill next weekend. And
even allowing for previous de-
feats by Constitution, the pros-
pect seemed [ar less daunting for
a side that had surprised even
themselves by the comprehensive
nature of this triumph before an
attendance of 4,000 at Temple-
ville Road.

It made St. Mary's the league’s
top scorers with 144 points from
their six matches — an average of
24 points a match — while defen-
sively, there was cause for further
satisfaction. And behind those
statistics _ww evidence of splendid
attacking skills, reflected in five
tries against a side that had
thwarted Garryowen a week
before.

For Greystones, there was the

im realisation of limitations be-

ind the scrum, a weakness they
had been uimm.“_...n_. but not to the
extent ex rampant oppo-
nents. T nnnq _u_mmv— was ___n_ﬂ_u_-
ened by the loss of out-half Collie
Dunne with a damaged shoulder
15 minutes into the second half.

A delay of several minutes
while Dunne was ..nnnmiwh on-
pitch attention seemed to fire St.
Mary’s to a determined victory
surge. Before the incident. they
had a slender lead of 18-15, when
play resumed they immediately

ST MARY'S .......ccnnnnnnnn 81
GREYSTONES............... 15

Dermot Gilleece

scored a try, widening the gap to
eight points.

Steve Jameson, the St. Mary's
skipper, won a lineout deep in-
side the Greystones 25. Then
came a splendidly controlled
maul from which .prop Derek
Dowling scored a try. From that
point a2 home win seemed virtu-
ally assured, particularly when a
rousing revival by the Greystones

ck failed to provide the crucial
ift a score would have given to
willing forwards.

Committed

“We had a slow start,” admit-
ted Jameson afterwards. “When
we began to get the measure of
the Greystones pack, however,
our backs responded with some
brilliant play. | was surprised at
how casy it became in the end.”

The Mury's start had certainly
been less than inspiring, espe-
cially in view of a rather fortu-
nate opening try by right wing
Tony Gillen. After Aidan White's
25-yards penalty attempt had hit
an upright and bounced down be-
low the crossbar, Gillen somehow

ropelled the ball forward with

is legs and then got the touch

~within inches of the dead-ball

line.

Greystones, meanwhile,
seemed satisfied to accept the
rewards that Dunne's boot was

pack bring

smiles to Ballymena

BALLYMENA ...................9
m:rz zoz FESssEEIERAREE NSRS m

THE depression that has envel-
oped Fton Park was lifted on Sat-
urday when a late penalty insured
victory over visitors Shannon —
a success that had its roots in a
committed Ballymena pack.

Shannon's forward unit toiled
ceaselessly, with international
Mick Galwey leading by example.
However, the home pack were up
to the challenge, Derek McAleese
slotting over a kick just as the
interval whistle was due.

In the second spell the visitors
launched a full-blooded assault
on Ballymena's territory. Their
.concerted strategy bore fruit, with
right-winger Billy O'Shea con-

‘

verting two penalty awards to
steer his side into a 6-3 lead.

With Colin Wallace and Kenny
Andrew in perpetual motion in
the back row and David Tweed
awesome in the line-outs, the
home side forced their way back
and McAleese brought them level
with his second penalty.

In the closing moments Stuart
Laing stepped up to thump over a
magnificent penalty kick from
close to the touchline to seal an
important victory.

BALLYMEMNA: 5 _.-...J., P Chambers, M Rainey,

D Micholl, A Simpson; D McAleass, A Malchatt;

0 Wallacs, J Caskey, P Millar, § Lusk, D Tweed,

C Walace, D ABen, K Andrew (capt). Sub: B
for Andraw (30 i;—o_r

SHANNON: P Muray. W O'Shea, N O'Shea, R

n.nu::u_._t)!mg_.__ﬂ___ ..“.rﬁn_,___.__-_._mn D.-.__e P

g E‘- _-_.—.i_. L]

__.ﬂmuu__ K Maher, , A Folay,
.Sub: P O'Grady for (48 mins).

extractin from
wmuw. _uw the oppositon. A week be-
ore, the out-half had missed five
reasonable efforts at goal against
Garryowen. As if to E_Em«mﬂ_:u
unpredictability of place-kicking,
however, he landed five penalties

indisciplined

from five attempts on this occa-

sion, to give his side a half-time
lead of 15-13.

But the wind was certain to be
a crucial factor. Fresh in strength
and sweeping straight nnsd.:..n
pitch, it should have provided
more than a two-point advantage
to a side with ambitions of ulti-
mate SUCCess.

Mary's were clearly aware of

"this as their backs swung into de-

cisive action from the start of the
second half. Within six minutes
they were rewarded with Gillen's
umon.u_n try, a delightful effort at
the cormer fl after out-half
Nicky Barry had made the initial
break. :
Eventually Mary’s achicved al-
most total dominance. Among
their late scores was a particularly
deserved try by open-side flanker
Kevin Devlin, who had produced
a most mﬂnﬁ.ﬂnmmm(n peériormance.
There was also fine line-out work
by Tim Coughlin and Jameson,
while as a unit the pack rucked
and mauled to excellent effect.
Fullback White landed four
penalty goals and two conver-
sions, while the Mary's tries came
from Gillen (2), David Wall,
Dowling and Devlin. Dunne’s
five penalty goals accounted for
Greystones’ total.
8T. MARY'S: A White, A GiBan, G Lavin, V
Gmegee, Ot e Mt €
Jameson, K Potts, B %5
GREYSTOMNES: M Carney;, A K
.._.l.ﬁ_mmﬂ.ﬁ.uo_._.l._“nu..ii.mﬂ
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