Insurance Corporation League Division One
Saturday 9th January, 1993 — Kick-off: 2.30 p.m.
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15. Aidan White Full Backs 15. Stanley McDowell
14. Anthony Gillen 14. Brian Smith
13. Gary Lavin Three Quarters 13. Paul Archer
12. Vincent Cunningham 12. David Lewis
11. David Wall 11. Tyrone Howe
10. Nicky Barry Half Backs 10. Keith McGarry
9. Mark Thome 9. Ashley Blair
1. Brian Keane 1. Davey Millar
2. Michael Corcoran 2. Hugh McGaughey
3. Derek Dowling 3. Gary Leslie
4. Tim Coughlan Forwards 4. Willie Anderson (Capt.)
5. Steve Jameson (Capt.) 5. Peter Buchanan
6. Kevin Potts 6. Jeremy Hastings
1. Kevin Devlin 7. Jonathan Boyd
8. Brent Pope 8. Paddy Johns
Replacements Referee: Replacements
Gareth Halpin Bertie Smith Richie Weir
John Muldoon (M.R.A)) Laurence Hastings
Philip Kenny Touch Judges:
John Carville Gordon Black
Ciaran Shanley (A.R.LB.)
Philip Gray
(A.R.LB.)
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gramme against Ballymena, Old
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offer them much chance of
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St Mary’s
reassert
League
challenge

StMary's....ccoeees
DUngannon..........c.eveeeene 12

From Brendan Fanning
at Templewille Road

ON a day when Aiden White needed 10
keep his name in the frame for the full-
back spot on the [rish team and 5t
Mary's needed to re-establish their title
challenge, both succeeded handsomely.
Thosé who doubted that the Temple-
ville Road club had the capacity to com-
pete seriously for the league — and that
crew swelled after their initial defeat in
Dooradoyle — will now revise their

thinking. Admirttedly, Dungannon are [

not the best team in the league, but they
were put away and put away well to
leave Mary's back in contention.

As for White, his day comprised three A

penalties, three conversions and two try ||

scoring passes.

1 was happy enough with the way
things went, personally. and I didn't do
anything stupid,” he said “Overall
things went well for us and we opened it
up more than we have done in the lea-
gue, lwas happy enough.”

White's comments were uttered i_.n—
one hand pressing an ice pack to an in-
Jured shoulder (ligaments), but it will
hardly stand between the Connacht
player and higher things if that's how it
works out. Irish manager Noel Murphy
was there to watch.

The other side of the coin 1§ that
Dungannen are now at the wrong end of
the table having got into the frst div-
ision with some pawerful &hu-_ﬁ.

But it was forward power from s_"n
home slde that was Dungannon's
undoing yesterday. The Mary's pack
wenl through a few short sloppy phases
but they were short lived and rare pe
riods, The rest of the time they caused
Dungannon constant trouble at the set
piece, and some of their control going
forward was excellent.

Deiplte the wind their pattern of
short ts to captain Steve Jameson,
and subsequent drives down the middle,
worked well. keeping Dungannon on the
back foot— especially In the first half

S iR R seres of Lidlures deflaged  gem

the home side’s effort, Greystones won gafids

|

Breakthrough: David Wall of 5t Mary's powers past Dungannon's Paul 1&5 at Templeville Road yesterday

when the Ulster side had the beneflt of a
trong diagonal wind.

! mﬁ:ﬂ.u_-hw Ashley Blalr used the el
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with two V...E_ﬁn_.ﬂ- .w_u but nw_w_n
second quarter g .
trol and i-._”__..q::uhu mﬂ:.__?_:n to level
with rwo penaities oge [n.

Blalr .ﬂndnr again before half-time,

then White levelled after the brealk,
Kelth Megarry then gave Dungannon the
lead again before the frst try of the
game reflected St Mary's superiority,

David Wall struck In the left corner 13
minutes Into the second half after Vinny
Cunningham, Mark Thorne and White
combined to put the winger over,
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5T MARY'S COLLEGE.........c.0..... 30
DUNGANNON............. . ]

By David Walsh

ARY'S for the League?

Not cveryone laughs at
the idea. Not previous victims
Ballymena and Wesley, and
certainly not Dungannon. For
this is a talented Mary's side
playing cver closer to its poten-
tial.

What was especially striking about
this dismissal of Dungannon was the
thrust of St Mary’s attack; three very
fine tries on an alternoon when only
the most skilful could run and handle.
The northern side didn’t deserve to
lose by 18 poinis: eight or ten would
have better reflected the balance of the
game,

Al the beginning of the League it
was clear that the challenge for Mary's
lay in the lusing of diverse talents. The
key element in their restructured side
wias the moving of Pous to No.6. That
was 1o accomodale the arrival of sec-
ond row Coughlin and it offered the
possibility of an improved Mary's
backrow.

Then, it was a gamble. Now, it is
succeeding. Potls is the one making it
happen. applying the honesiy of the
good second rower to the new role
while exploiting the greater freedom of
backrow rugby. In Potts and Brent
Pape, Mary's have two very tough
hombres patrolling the fringgs.

They were central Lo the difTiculties
experienced by Dungannon. for the
Ulster side depends on its quick and
skillful loose Torwards. Hastings, Boyd
and Johns can all play but yesterday
they ran into two many big tackles.

Mary's, of course, had more than

: that. Devlin is a good opensider. He

arrived first and his tackle slowed

things down, oflen setling up largels
+ for Potts and Pope. The longer the
: game went the more forceflully Mary's

defended and the more they tied down

- Lheir rivals.

But it was the team’s incisive run=-
ning which carved up Dungannon.
Two sequences ended with White
sending David Wall surging for the
corner, Wall scored both umes and
there was a wonder(ul sense of a team
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'S EYE VIEW . . . Dungannon'

Mary’s near top

s Jonathan Boyd gets a close look at the g doring this battle for passession in

the all-Ireland League game at Templeville Road yesterdsy-

playing in the manner of Lhe club’s
best sides.

Mary's third try wasn’t without its
quality either, Thorne making a nice
break and linking with Jameson. The
big second row bhad twenty yards to
run and a few tackles to avoid. You
wouldn't have given tuppence for his
chances but away the big fellow went;
barging, weaving, running even, until
eventually the line came and he col-

R g e a—— T _

lapsed. Precious.

It looked much less comfortable at
:.,q beginning. Dungannon set oy
with the wind at their backs and sajled
swiltly inte Mary's territory. Close 1o
__...... Mary's line they encountered fierce
resistance and could never get near the
try-line. Still their pressure brought
penalties, two of which Ashley Blajr
converted for a six-nil advantage,

Seventeen minutes had passed and,

[
. LA
0's
own 22m. The Lries came after outl
& : McGarry and White had kicked pen- voCi
4 5 ilties, un exchange which left the visi- the
{ i g tors 12-9 in fronl, Sen
4y T Waill's first, twelve minutes into the “._u_“__
i new hall, began deep inside the Mary's 2
half with Corcoran breaking from ._....ru.
defence; his inside pass was laken by 1-.-“
Potts. Mary's rucked gquickly, Barey ''°
almost blew it with a senseless hall- {
break but Mary's again retrieved o lg@
from the ruck and Cunningham trans- 16-6
ferred neatly to Lavin, from there 1o in th
White, then Wall and the left wing ®t L
Mew in. day,
gam
Eight minutes later Mary’s did ot Nan
again, this time with even more miss
panache. Blair kicked a ball direcily 10 jnjur
touch, both packs lined up ten yurds day.
outside the Dungannon 22m. As they A
did. Gillen, at halfway. threw quickly  ywimn
to Cunningham and the centre surged  [ije
across midfield, linking with Barry. inju
This time, Barry was happy to be a  althe
link. giving to Lawvin, from there 1o opt
White and the [ull-back took Johns™ Whil
tackle before giving Wall the scoring 1
pass. This time Wall had to beat a fin
Boyd's cover tackle, a (eal managed P
stylishly. sever
White landed both conversions and  yidin
also added the points when Jameson  tries.
ran in the final try. He 15 & very good 5
goalkicker. i.__
Barry has been slow to seule at o be
Mary's. but he did well yesterday. matc
Cunningham’s was the quality perfor- Lans
mance; f(aking, giving and being ary .
involved in everything that Mary's did A
well. Ga
Skipper Jameson could afTord to be ...rn..u
gracious about Dungannon’s perfor- ...
mance: “They are a very well-dnlled .00
side. Things went with us today, the .. 0
: kind of things that went against us last ter
season.” up te
4 sl And the captain’s try?
“Well 1 got it at hallway, with ten d .._.
guys between me and the Iine . . . ™ 3-4.__.....
And Z-nﬁm. a_m you see them as <
with the howling wind, that wasa  Le2guc contenders? weeh
M"u__o__uu_n start. mnE then Mary's “Don't you?™ tlons
moved up field and showed .—_u.ﬂ_ﬂ.nw e 51 _.___..a__,-w )s_i_.___ﬂ._n .“ _n_.x.__ra _.._:n..m only
do more than contain. ie nningham, - arry. M Thome: B very
ﬂu::h—— a couple of penalties for 6-6 “%ﬁﬁhﬁﬂ”ﬂ ”—U—“ﬁ-ﬁm T M.u-w"”“"” may
and even if Blair had his third penalty .=l=.lu s :.?!__.ﬂ. itk p A0
just before halftime, Mary’s looked Archer, D Lewit. T HMows: K MeGurry, A H
certainties at the interval. Blai; D Millar, H McGaughey, G Leshe: W goun
And they did play the wind well, a Anderon (capl), P Buchanan: J Hastings. P
succession of kicks from White and dohm, 1 Bayd neck
Barry pinning Dungannon inside their Referee - B Smath (Munsier), bled
__. weel
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