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B ONHIS WAY ... St Mary's College No.
McGovern ond (insel) powers his way over for

8 Brent Pope, with Kevin Pofts in support,
a try during the Leinster Senior Cup match at 5t
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Pope leads the way

John Redmond

Blackrock Collegs ....viiccianeaan 10
A&, WcGowan, iy, con, pen gl
St. Mary's College......coiunicinnenas 23
& White I pen gl 3 cans, M. Boory dr. gis B Peps iry.
5 lamrion Ky
Maon OfF The Match
Brerd Popa
Ansrdence: | 500

YOU could readily appreciate how New
Zealander Brent Pope did not want to
depart St. Mary's College leaving behind
the stigma of being sent off in the All
Ireland League decider against Young
Munster.

So, you could therefore understand
why he punched the air in celebration of
the try he scored against Blackrock
College at Stradbrook yesterday. It
effectively defeated the holders in the
very opening round of the Leinster
Senior Cup.

Pope heads home today after a
distinguished season’s contribution to 5t

Mary’s, although since he was at the very
heart of yesterday's victory, his absence
will surely be felt,

The belief that the provincial cup
competitions have lost their value in the
shadow of the All Ireland league was
contradicted by the vexed undercurrent
to a game that, however, failed to match
in quality the spirited effort up fronl,
‘Referve Gordon Black was 50 busy
trying to ensure that a melee did not
materialse that he did not see the blatant
knock-on by Blackrock Alan McGowan
late in the game as the outhall scored &
try which he also converted.

It was very much of the consolation

category, 8s by then St Mary's were
riding it out, victory assured on the back
of the class back row performance by
Pope, Devlin and Potts, with no little help
by the equally industrious Michael
Corcoran.
. The St. Mary's winning margin would
hav been appreciably greater but for a
poor performance by their backs, who
toiled at centre in the absence of Vincent
Cunningham.

As well as Pope's solo run from the
back of a scrum for his try, prominent St
Mary's added a second try when captain
Steve Jameson got over as they ran a
close penalty.

Fullback White landed both conver-
slons from under the post, He also kicked
iwo penalties, while Nicky Barry, not

._. si-bisl gyer Eame, landed o dr
goal. oF

Blackrock had started uncouragingl!
with an early penalty from MeGowan but

+it is an apt reflection on the game that

they did nol score again until three
minutes from time and then courtesy of
the referee failing to see the knock on
that every else in the ground seemed (o
detect

5T, MARYS COLLEGE: A White, A. Gillen, R Horan,
G. Lavin, D. Wall; N. Barry, M. Thorne; B. Keane, Ml
Corzoran, L Dowling, T. Ceughlin, 5. Jameson. K. Pois
nmma ._m.:. Deviin. Beplacemenl: G. Halpin for Bammy.
BLACKROCK COLLEGE: D. Begey: P. O'Brien, B

Fss E saer oy @

Schoeols places fill 4

b
(158 SCHOOLS B ... B wheremerdd | D
[K5H YOUTHS ....ee. L
THE Irish - Schools met | @
Lo fill the vacant places in the | p
“.“”nﬂnu_,“__ua_u team Lo meet ﬂ_._n_au in the ___ L
[ortheoming Four Nations championship |

3l Eubm Vale next Saturday.

v =mweentre Powell—(Kings Hospital) and

Hyan (Blackrock College) will play
in the second row and Kieran Dawson |
from Bangor Grammar School will be the
open side wing forward.

In a onesided match at Templeville,
the Scheols B side won by 32 peints to
seven running in six tries, iwo of them
coming from Richard McCloskey (Meth-
odist College, Belfast). |
Subs for Irish School Team: Aleric |
Turtle (Campbell Collegey full back. f
Joey Muldowney (Terenure College)
authalf; Brian O'Mara (PBC) scrum half.
Andrew Bermingham (5t Munchians)

|

Mullin, M. idgr, &. Sharkey; A. MeGowan, . Asal. B Back row, Raymond Crosbie (Omagh |
m..m.hi...ﬁ.hu!..w.w roe, M. O'Meill, B, Francit P Academical) prop; Alan  Linnane .r
J'Beirne. V. Cartello, J. MeGavers. (Belvedere College) hooker. i
I |
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IT was not 50 much a case of
who wanted to win most, as
who wanted to lose least. In
this respect Saturday's
Smithwicks  Leinster Cup
first-round tie was no differ-
ent from many others since
the advent of the All-Ireland
League.

In the end, the need to
avoid defeat burned greater
in the 5t Mary's ranks,
following their anti-climactic
AlL campaign against
Blackrock. By contrast
Blackrock had no sense o
failure, having achieved their
primary aim this season,
namely promotion.

Little about this tic was surpris-
ing. As has been the case for the
last three years the value of this
competition was left in question,
its stature diminished since the
advent of the national league.
The end-of-season cup cam-
gaigns. it would scem, can only

e resuscitated by the advent of a
national cup as well,

The list of distinguished absen-
tees strengthened this feeling.
Blackrock’s Otago prop Steve
Cumberland bad returned home
to  England, as had Bamry
O'Msahoney, while Alain Rolland,
like the St Mary's centre Vincent
Cunningham, were playing in the
Hong Kong Sevens, (Blackrock's
flving winger Niall Woods would
also have been in Hong Kong but
for a torm hamstring).

All, of course, were perfectly
entitled te do as they withed, but
the clubs and the players might

n an AIL tie,
‘h'émy Blackrock's losses were
the greater, net result of these
and other upheavals being that
only six of last "s cup final
winners were back in harness for
the defence of their crown. la?
contrast, St Mary's retained all
but Cunningham of the team that
lost to Young Munster and they
also retained encugh good habits
to win through withoul undue
O eatical 10 thiei
it o their supremacy u

fromt was their ro-rlm maul,
which trundled forward repeat-
edly and was invariably applicd
al moments. The much cov-
eted Brent Py was the driving
force, leading by example.

While, ironically, Blackrock
have been among his most ardeat
suitors, the Otago number eight,
who is expected to become a nat-
wuralised Irishman in time for next
season and has already been ear-
marked for Leinster's wauld. has
pledged his nnnl_Jnui_n? a Ieai'lrgue
to 51 Mary's. This will bc & major
morale boost to all his team-
mates, one of whom ri
him &s “simply the best forward [
have ever %I.l:,rnd with,”

Pope is the pivol in a very well-
balanced back-row, where Kevin
Potts has now emerged a5 8 pum-

hmwve had-a.different attitode fiad-"

Pope guides -
St Mary’s
to victory

BLACKROCK ....ccorvssnene 10
ST MARY'S ..covniniinnnen. 23

Gerry Thornley

ber six of such strength that an
Irish cap is now surely probable
rather than possible. Operating
beside them is the waspish Kevin
Devlin, who buzzed all over the
pitch on Salurday. e,
With Tim Coughlan and cap~
tain Steve Jameson  (caplaind
remain supremely motivated for
these Cup campaigns even if al]
their team-mates don't) winnin
the bulk of the line-out ball,
Blackrock had no real platform
with which to launch their backs.
Consequently their lively back-
line only managed to make any
inroads by the timc they had
fallen 23-3 behind. : ;
Mo doubt Meil Framcis wis
cited by the alikadoos as a cause
of Blackrock's difficulties, but the
unlucky, injury-prone second-row
&t least lifted himself to win all
Blackrock's throw-ins on theip
own line — as is his wont. Al
Francis looked for all the worl
like a player who had just missed
out on some rare Irish wins and a
Lions place, and hence found not
just s season but his career-at
something of a cul de sac. i
The net result was that 5t
Mary's led all the way, a penalty
by Aiden White and a drop goal
by Micky Barry on either side of
an Alan MeGowan penalty eart-
ing them a less than Mattering &3
interval lead, The absence ‘of
Cunningham showed in some ilk
conceived and congested midhield

"ﬂf?\"ﬂ.'.'f o by T A
"It was left fo Pape to ; up

from a scrum on the hi
minules into the second hﬂfaﬁ
crash through Johnny MoGov-
em;sbéadsd_e“ i:‘ﬂ;t_r_l.r wnrch “éts:
. Sti pin amon,
E!?:msclves. the 5t Mary's pack
engineered another maul from a
close-range penalty for Jameson
to plunge over the line, White
converting before adding & penal-

1y.
:'IMDGWIII sparked B Truitless
late rally when following up his
own Garryowen to scoré afler a
spot of basketball, unseen by
on Black, for a Iy uns
real try which he also converted.
McGowan's dogged fervour can
be explained. Up until this gama
he hed never lost & cup tie, from
under-13s a1t Willlamstown
through Junior Cup, two Schoal
Senior Cups, McCorry Cup an
then last year's Senior Culp
Though he must have doubted il
you can't, after all, win them afl.
BLACKROCK COLLEQE: O Baggy; P
0'Brien, B Mulin joaply, M Fadge, & .
LREETY
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de when a dash for the co
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TEXTBOOK STYLE .. . St Mary's full-back Enﬁﬂnﬁ.ﬂw at Stradbrook. — (Photograph mnnm_..EnE. elec
Cup first-round tie against 9 fore
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