Shannon
put squeeze
on Mary’s

5T MARY'S 15

SHANNON 16

From Mark Jones at Templeville Road

5T MARY'S: 5 Hennessy A Wniie G Levin R Henan A Gillen G Doyle
w—_.“ﬁmﬂ‘zu Kenne ,m.nwuw.mnnuucﬂ_...i u:ﬂﬁﬂ _nﬂﬁmu.___-aﬁ.!
ihgzaﬂluvi_iu.wiﬂﬁmqwi
J Pearse O Klely P Mcloughlin P Kenny M Fizgersid M Gatwey W Maher
E M Frgfhbon N O'Donovan. Reg: M Allen for MeLoughiin (63)

REFEREE: § Hildnch (Lster)

THIS was nol one for the
fuint-hearted. There were
swaying emoltions and sway-
ing flortunes as Shannon
clawed back a 9-0 first hall
deficit, lost the lead again
and finally won it back for a
annmnﬁ victory which
eeps their title hopes alive,

It was really a question of
how the cruiserweight
ﬂaa_._.__ lair -nn_-r."n._.. the

eavyweight, and although
Galwey, Maher and O'Do-
novan finally sa their
opponents’ st . Mary's
made areal fightofit. .

They looked good for the
vital two points midway th-
rough the first half as Gear-
oid Doyle's raking kicks
across the blusiery wind
kept Shannon pinned down.
A penalty and @ magnificent
dropped goal by Eﬂmn Hen-
nessy had pushed the home
side into & 15-10 lead and
Jameson and Polts were still
going well at the line outs,

Bul, critically, the Mary's
scrum began 1o feel the
pinch. And even a shoulder
injyry~lo Pat McLoughlin
m:mqﬂ hour could not dent

nnon's supremacy in the
scrums. Mary's started (o
slide back alarmingly. .. .

Shannon were on the
move again and those
charactenstic scuttling runs

around the [rin Sonn;
Kiely kept -n-m_n.“m.__um. 1n_unu_.
and McCarthy guessing.

A sniping break by Kiely,
afier he had 1wisted and
turned through several de-
fenders, put Billy O'Shea in
the clear but Fanning pulled
of "_ _.Hn..nu_nu._.__ﬂh_ anu_._ last ditch
tackle. . with & quarter
of an hour Ieft, n___-nﬁn
MNoated away from a ruck
and made ground into the
Mary's 22 where his pro-

" gress was halied by a high

tackle.

Shannon refused the kick
at goal and went for the type
of try they manufacture so
well. Ten seconds of rough
and tumble later and hooker
Paddy Kenny had the viual
touch down. Pearse

nched the air more in re-

icl than clation as Shannon
led 16-15. .

In the dying minutes St
Mary's were fighting not
just Lo win but also to stay in
the first division. The deleat
leaves them second from the
bottom. Their two re-
maining matches are against
Instonians, one place below
them, and Cork Consti-
Lution, one place above. To
avoid the drop it will bedog
ezl dog. Yesterday, St
Marys showed that they
waon | be casily muzzled.

Potts lel his aggression
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Sedn O'Beirne, of St Mary's, is tackled by Shannon scrum-half Sonny Kicly

spill over in the carly stages
and Hilditch had to speak to
him three times. The second
row late tackled NWiall
H”w__ﬁ .._%___". al the .“E.n but
illy’s ty was
E&&&E..._. e

Galvin was then off
with a long range penaity
for Shannon before Hen-

nessy opened Mary's ae-
count with a beautifully
struck kick from the right
hand touch line afler mine
minutes. He then hil a post
with a similar effort afler

Niall O'Shea had obstructed
White.

That frustration was saon
forgotien as a packed Tem-
ﬂ_u_.:_._u Road erupted when

anning and Potts droye ofT
the &.twﬂﬁ:ﬁﬂ.ﬂﬁﬁ
for Jame-
son. It was the kind of bone
crunching rumble thag
Shannon would secrelly
have admired, Hennessy
Eﬁ-ﬂmﬂa and it was 90 10
Mary’s p_..nm 18 minutes.

W_._—u_ O'Shes missed
another penalty chance

when Dowling was penal-
ized for dropping a scrum,

but within minutes Fitzgib-
bon ﬂ._nnﬂ i (wo _u_b_”ma

caped McCarthy's clutches
and put Maher in for a try,
Pearge, gpannon’s third
kicker by this time, was wide
With the conversion.

The ou-half made up for
that lapse with a beautiful
n_an.ﬂdn .nnn_ acrass Lhe
brecze aer_half an hour
and he gaye Shannon & 10-9

imterval advaniage with a
good penalty afler Potts had
tackled Fitzgibbon late.
Fitzgibbon was beginning
1o exert some pressure on
the Mary's backs and afiera
promising double miss
move he gunned down
White wi
impact wc are now getti
used to. It is a !u:nm"a__.wm_
Vinny Cunningham, a spec-
tator al the game was really
that keen to play out-half.
Hennessy kicked a pen-
glty six minules afler the

the kind of.

. IHPHO/JAMES MEEHAN
break and then dropped a
tremendous goal from 35
metres after Murray had
sliced his clearance kick. 15
10 and Mary's were going

through a good spell with
O'Beime and Doyle linking
smoothly at half back.

But their wilting scrum
and Shannon's sheer will
were just 100 much in the
cnd. One poinl seperated
two teams at different ends
of the table and that's the
nature of this scason's All

Murphy to

speed up
the pace
of change

THERE was little su
about the selection of
Murphy as the new mana

of the Trish rugby team. He
has a strong track record with
Ireland, 85 & captain, coach
and selector, and most re-
cently as coach 1o the U-21
and U-15 sides, He has also
ﬂ:ﬁ_ with and coached the

1,

on
“We have ground 1o make
up, _E._rﬂu __ﬁﬁ u..__.__n_. coun-
Lres,” u 1ai Ler-
day. ..mh-_w 1 4~

rise

working very hard on their
game and their siroctures m
the last few years, but in the
last three or four years we
have been pulling new struc=
tures in place as well.
“Things like the Al Ircland
___.En.ui. the _E-_q.& B icam
ving more regular competi-
tion, .m.n _R_-__.M::.uo squads
and so on. Bul we have got to
sccelerate the benefit from
these innovations a little. The
structures are there bul we
Jjust have lo quicken the pace.
“I'll never accept Lhat we're
"_US_E%“.. Two team. We'll
ways have good years and
bad years, good and
bad games. m.uin.uu-_.__ﬂn_“-_z_.u
of the game in Ireland. 'We'll
have 10 make sure thal wel
_HHE,E better more often.™  w
urphy's stint as manager
of the Lions came in South
Alrica in 1980 when be joined
t...._..rw& Millar who managed
the side. Bill Beaumonl, who
was the captain on thal irip,
later a.v__n._ Murphy's first
training session: “As befits an
Irishman he 0 off to a hilari-
ous start with his opening sen-
tence as coach at the warm-
up. ‘To do Lhis exercise,” he
said, "it's best 1o spread oul in
IT_.HH?#- i =
He was recommended lo
the IRFU Executive by a sub-
commitlee comprising Syd
Millar, Ronnie Dawson and
Tom Kiernan. M is not
s member of the Exccutive,
but his new job, wheh starts
with the New Zealand tout,
will allow him to altend
Executive meetings.
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GARRYOWEN got excactly what
they cxpected (rom Instonians at
Dooradoyle - a tough examination.
The examination lasted for 55 min-
utes,at which stage the Northern visi-
tors were 6-3 ahead.

That lead would, indeed, have
been 9-3 had Instonians full-back
Marty Strufl not seen a penally
eleven minutes into the second half
rebound back off an upright.

But, when the really difficult ques-
tions were asked of Instonians they
were unable to come up with the
ANSWETS.

Garryowen, having played below
their best until then, suddenly moved
inlo top gear.

In a remarkable four-minute spell
the match was transformed, with
Garrywoen scoring fifteen points
without reply to lead 18-6. Instonians
challenge was well and truly buried.

The Northern side now face the
distinet possibility of relegation,
while Garryowen remain very much
...“.._H target to capture the Division One
title.

But they will surely acknowledge
that a better overall performance

Shannon

THE old dogs for the hard road. For
more than half the game at Templev-
ille Road the eager young St. Mary's

K

. terriers set the pace but Shannon,
with a vengeance, showed them that
nothing beats experience.

_St. Mary's eager and desperately

' anxious to keep away from the rele-
' gation zone sprawled all over the the

Shannon pack until well into the sec-
ond hall and when they led 15-10 15
minutes into the second half it
seemed that the call of the wild was,
at last, sounding for Shannon.

An extraordinary drop goal from
miles out on the right toucline by
fullback Steve Hennessy had given
St. Mary's that five points lead.
Surely now, their forwards with their
tails up and enjoying themselves in
Shannon territory they would wrap it
up.

Calmly and carefully however
Shannon forced their way back to the
other end end running a penalty
award on the Mary's line the famous

i ] L.EE“ .m._..m.-ﬂlm-lnl

GARRYOWEN.....cccoonssssnsnssisnsani 2 1
INSTONIANS.....ocaerccmnrsaransisians 8

By Kieran Rooney

may well be needed in their final two
oulings, against Cork Constitution
(away) and Young Munster (home).

When they were good in the sec-
ond hall they were very good. Their
Brent Anderson inspired pack simply
took Instonians apart in the final 25
minutes,

Instonians had established a 63
interval lead after playing with a,
strong wind in the opening hall.

Full-back Strutt landed two pen-
alties, with his opposite number,
Kenny Smith, replying with a penalty
for Garryowen.

As the crowd then waited for
Garryowen lo assume control, it was
Instonians who dominated the open-
ing stages of the second period.

Unluckily, though, Strutt saw his
penalty goal attempt come back off a
post. It was to be Instonmians last
chance.

all YUOWCILl pPpasd CAdllllatlUIl  cORPORATION |

edge out St Mary’s

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE...cccsreeee 15
SHANNON 16

By Sean Diffley

Mick Fitzgerald charged over, fes-
tooned with his colleagues, and the

all-important conversion kick was
tapped over by Johnny Pearse.

Hennessy had opened affairs with
a8 penalty goal and & conversion of
Steve Jameson's driving try to give

. Mary's their 9-0 lead that lasted well
into the first half.

However approaching the halfe
hour international flanker Mick Fitz-
gibbon, who had an outstanding
game, plundered possession at a line-
out, carved through and Kieran
Maher rounded off the try.

Then Pearse dropped a goal and
gave Shannon a rather fortuitous
half-time lead when he kicked & pen-
alty goal for an expensive lapse by
Kevin Potts.

However Hennessy's two contri-
butions after that, his penalty goal

e -
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ot oo o ALL IRELAND
Within minutes Philip Danaher Em
had celebrated his return to the Irish
side by setting up a try for his Inter- ALL IRELAND LEAGUE
“.nm:n:n_.._.ao:_n.nncn. Richard Wallace, aaﬂ_uhun_..-.. e
enny Smith's conversion put Gar-
ryowen 9-6 clear, L I e
The pressure now off, Garryowen YMunster_— 7 3 1 8 55 82 7
began to display the sort of football Bshymens.._ 8 3 12 70 74 7
which had swept Shannon aside. - S i =
Smith kicked a penallty and then CorkCon.. @ Z 0 4 78 83 4
added the extra points through StMarys__. 8 2 8 4 82 82 4
another fine try by second row Rich. [eiwam.... 8 2 0 4 BI04 4
ard Costello following good work ELAND
from fanker Darragh O'Sullivan. ._._._._“_._-___i ._ﬁa i
A beautifully struck drop goal by PWOL F APn
Dan Larkin, who once again proved mﬂd.l!-ln.. “ " “ 1 __H u 12
a capable deputy for Nicky Barry at lones.... 2128 B
out half, completed the scoring nine -:.u.i-__hni “ .“ “ “ “__H H _"
minutes from time. - Waendsrars.. 74 03 108 §7 8
GARRYDWEN - K Smith; R Wallace, P rilu“ 7403 mi0 #
Danaher, capt., D Costelloe, P Murphy; D Maloe®..... 7 30 4132 97 8
Larkin, | Barry; L Lannin, K Wood, DHen-  popnin 7304 785102 8
shaw, B Anderson, R Costello, M McGuire,  guagpeyw. 7 100 91118 2
B Cronin, D O'Sullivan. Subs: G Manning  peyMs____ 7007 81238 0
for D Costelloe 60 mins.
INSTONIANS — M Struit; G McCaus- LEADING SCORERS (INDIVIDUAL)
land, M Wylie, 1 Moles, KCressan, (capl); B TEDA rFAPa
Russell, P Nelson; B McKibbin, A Adair, G Nwoods(Wrock) 5 8 0 10 5
Bell, J McKibbin, C Hamilton, ] MckKeague, COunne (Gsl). O B 2 M
B Comelius, D Crawlord. MCall (Bangor). 1 6 0 14 58
Referee: D Templeion (Ulster). “n-lh_‘lg “ “ “ ““ .___HH
PArchar(Dung).. 1 8 0 11 47 | Dunr
PHismrhry(Te) 2 7 8 4 M ﬂnnﬂﬂn
LEINSTER SENIOR LEAGUE Bang
|
and his massive drop goal plus the . PRRL L ATH 0
territorial advantage with the wind' g “ " “ “‘_H “H M <
gave Mary’s a real scent of victory. Mosuiows_ 7 4 12 80 0 § | scom
The power, knowledge, experience Bt 7 322718 8
and calm, calculated, hard forward ._H_u_w w ." “ " “ “ " Ak
mauling of Niall O'Donovan, Mick pgyss_ . 7208 M 12 & “_____.
Fitzgerald, Mick Galwey and naa.m Stames.__ 7T D07 M1 0 z.mi
pany was just 100 much in the en MUNSTER SENIOR LEAGUE D
for St. Mary's. FPWOL F APn
| UCC T E802WS MW
It's an old story but nevertheless o SES 110 610
Shannon were a mighty relieved team llll.lu.._l. $31:1026 1
to skim this particular hurdle. The Hig i $1135m 8| ==
St. zmz.w_...a _.wﬂ”ﬂ% certainly Waepark— 7 0 0 7 310 8 | =
mounted & nge. Pity they . —
hadn't a bit more attacking skill Clontarf clinch

behind the scrum.

SHANNON: ] Galvin; B 0'Shea, P Mur-
ray, B Roche, N O'Shea; ] Pearse, O Kiely; P
McLoughlin, P Kenny, M Fitzgerald, M Gal-
wey, K Maher, E Halvey, N 0'Denovan, M
Fitzglbbon. Sub: M Allen for McLoughlin (62
mins).

ST. MARY'S: § Hennessy; A White, G
Lavin, R Hernan, A Gillen; G Doyle, §
O'Beirne; B Keane, M Corcoran, D Dowling,
K Potts, § Jameson, D Fanning, N MeCur-
thy, B Pope. Sub: D Donovan for McCarthy
{65 mins).

Referee: 5 Hilditch (Ulster).
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Leinster crown

OLD BELVEDERE.cumess?
CLONTARF s 18

CLONTARF clinched the Lein-
sler Senior League with & well
deserved eight poinis viciory ove
Old Belveders in yesterday's
cial deciding Muiure wt
Anglesea Road.



St. z__m._.c_m College R.F.C.

S. HENNESSY 15
A. WHITE 14

G. LAVIN 13

R. HERNAN 12
A. GILLEN 11

G. DOYLE 10
S.O'BEIRNE 9

Wﬁlﬁ.rr._ A I-I‘Jp

B. KEANE

M. CORCORAN
D. DOWLING
icartaiy) K. POTTS
S. JAMESON

D. FANNING

N. McCARTHY
B. POPE

O~ LN

Subs: N. O'Brien, D, Quigley,
R. Whitty, P. McGill, D. Donaghue,.

Referee: S. HILDITCH U.R.S.
Touch Judges:
T. DOYLE L.B.R.U,, & T. HORGAN L.B.R.U.
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Today's game is
kindly sponsored by:

Bank of Ireland

Donnybrook Branch

Manéger
Colm O’Doherty

—'-_Ff

Shannon R.F.C. { o

15
14
13
12
11
10

9

J. GALVIN Y o S
N. O’SHEA g

P. MURRAY (carray '/}
B. ROCHE /
B. O'SHEA

J. PEARSE

0. KIELEY

\\;é

P. McGLOUGHLIN

P. KENNY

M. FITZGERALD

M. GALWAY

K. MAHER

E. HALVEY

M. FITZGIBBON |
N. O’'DONOVAN |

O~NOO0 & WON

Subs: R. O’Doherty, B. Clanley, i
N. Glynn, I. Farrell, N. Cowley

NEXT LEAGUE MATCH v. Instonians (Away)
Saturday 22 February, 1992

(Contact David Fair re travel arrangements at 934081)
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