ALL previous indicators came
to pass at Lansdowne Road
on Saturday: Terenure are
uite simply a better side than
their neighbours, who have
never been the same force
since Paul Dean’s retirement.
Terenure ought to have
secured promotion from
Division Two of the All-
Ireland League (and nobody
knows that w.w:mw than them-
selves) while two good home
wins enabled St Mary's to
preserve their tenuous (first
division status, but the dis-
crepancy won’'t last much
ﬂucuma_. if this is anything to go
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For Terenure's part, much will
depend on whether their number
eight Mark Egan opts for
employment in Dublin or London
next season, though they survived
comfortably without him being at
his best on Saturday. A more
influential figure is their New
Zealand scrum-half Kevin Puit,
who is rumoured to be receiving
an offer he can’t refuse, ie both
captain and coach next season.

In the interim, consolation for

their bitter league disappointment
could well come in the form of a
Leinster Senior Cup crown
though they really will have to

start playing to their potential one
of these days. Opposed by a
witless St Mary’s, Terenure

adopted a minimalist approach,
doing just enough to win by two
clear scores in a poor match
which maintained the trend of a
decidedly sub-standard Leinster
Cup campaign and that despite
persistently excellent use of the
advantage law by Owen Doyle.

One of the jewels in their
performance was Brendan Clarke.
A genuine open side flanker, his
_vm:.&_m:w of the St Mary's back-
ine and speed to the breakdown
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St Mary’s not in the same

again emphasised the folly of not
playing him against Old Wesley in
their decisive league tie last
January. His fellow flanker John
O’Brien gave a nwﬁ_nm:m. storming,
inspirational display as did hooker

Tom D'Arcy.
St Mary’s missed their inspira-
tional flanker Noel McCarthy,

who failed a late fitness test, but
still their pack performed more
than credibly, nnum:._ the rucks
and mauls by 20-16 and the
lineouts 17-16, while both sides
had 11 put-ins. Given all of this it
was appropriate in these days of
The Great Out-half Debate %Ewﬂ-
Smith) that the most telling differ-
ence between the sides was at
half-back.

The St Mary's out-half Dermot
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The Cork ™ team were awarde
two penalties in the closing stages
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