Constitution
prevail in
regal contest

CONSTITUTION ........13

STMARY'S......ccoviinenes 9
FROM the moment the visitor
entered the Temple Hill

Ground on Saturday there
was an awareness of great
expectation and anticipation.
The inaugural All-Ireland
I.caﬁue first division match in
Cork whetted the appetite,
with Constitution and 5t
Mary's College, two clubs
renowned for their competi-
tive instincts, in opposition.

On the field, there was an
urgency and dedication of pur-
pose about the play that was a
clear indication that both clubs
deemed victory as imperative. At
the end of a tremendous contest,
it was Constitution who had pre-
vailed, just about, with four
points to spare.

One could scarcely have asked
for a more auspicious opener o
the national league, a match that
contained all the wholesome ele-
ments of competition, a regal
contest played in difficult condi-
tions. A wigorous wind blew a
disconcerting path down from the
city end of the ground. There
were a few heavy showers to add
to the hazards, but nothing to
dampened the full hearted en-
deavour om the field or the
marked enthusizsm in the stand
and on the lerraces.

Michael Bradley, the Constitu-
tion captain, bore the counten-
ance of a satisfied man a half an
hour after the finish. It was a
satisfaction tinged with relief. The
flame maust now be rekindled. for
another assignment on a distant
field. Constitution must travel to
Ballymena next Saturday. They
will make that journey more com-
fortably with two points in the

St Mary's, meanwhile, left for
Dublin with nothing to show for a
great second half  performance
which might have given them at

least a division of the points. The
merit of the tremendous second
half performance by St Mary's is
put in perulpl:clivc vy reference 1o
the interval scoreline,

Constitution won the toss and
elected 10 play into the wind in
the first hall. It looked as il the
hard labour of their task had been

erformed when at halltime they
ed 4-3, It might have been more,
Their forwa had played well,
Donal Lenihan had made his
mark with a lovely clean catch
fromm a line-out and an unstopp-
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able surge for a try in the 12th
minule.

5t Mary's could make litte
impression. Mor was their use of
the wind marked by shrewdness,
nor accuracy of execution in their
tactical kicking. They got a pen-
alty in the nf‘!:h minute, taken
twice, as the ball fell over as
Stephen Hennessy made his run
I1._I-f':l. Constitution charged forward

ennessy picked up and tricd o
drop at goal and missed, Referee
Stephen Hilditch ordered the kick
to be retaken. Hennessy kicked
the goal. Such had been the trend
of play the incident looked no
more  than something likely 1w
prove a statistical entry.

The transformation in the play
of 5t Marys in the second hall
wis truguremarkahle. They ook
on the Constitution pack. Sccond
rows Steve Jameson and Kevin
Potts  dominated the line out
Their driving and rucking discon-
certed . the Constitution pack,

They might have scored (wice,
but were held up just short of the
objective.

Then in the 64th minute, the
best back on the feld, Constitu-
:jon pg;t%idei hali Ral h[ Keyes

ro a glorious goal from 40
yards. He hgd made gaogr_eu break
in the first half that might haove
ielded a try and he played with
infinite wisdom into the wind.

Eight minutes after that
dropped goal, he came on to the
end of a pass from Bradley after a
hall break. Keyes threw u long
L&ﬁs beyond his centres to Kenny

ﬂrl?hj' and he, in tm, found
Denis* O'Dowd who stepped
inside a tackle and scored wide
out, Keyes landed a great conver-
sion and it was 13-3. But even
tthat intimidating scoreline did not
diminish 5t Mary's effors. Peter
MacGiolla Riogh got a try three
minutes from the end and
Hennessy converted. A few more
anxious minules for Constitution
to endure. They need some
remedial work on the back row,
but just over 1,100 paying
customers saw a quality match.
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CONSTITUTION 13

5T MARY'S 9

From David Walsh at Temple Hill
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RIGHT at the end, Mary's
stampeded lowards the Con
line. From ten vards out, they
got to within five and, (rom
the third ruck, prop Jerry
Hassett lunged towards an
equalising try, He was held
‘Elr, Con’s hooker Paul De-

am picked and surged out
of his team's danger zone.

It was what we used to call
“real tie stuf™, Now it is
stuff of the All Ireland League
and the sizeable attendance
estimated at 1,500) loved it

f this is what thes new league
shall bring, it has not arrived
& mOoment (o0 soon,

Constitution were 50 much
the better side in the first half,
the difference between the
teams wasn't funning. Frozen
by nerves, Mary's were as
much spectators as thoss who
watched from beyond the
sideline, First time fly-hall
Peter Mac Giolla Riogh got
am aftacking ball, he let it
spill,

Against the brecze, Con
played with a smashing efli-
ciency, driving into the break-
downs and forcing Mary's
backwards. And, always, Con
remained upright. The new
league has clearly concen-
trated the minds.

Michael Bradley moved
sharply, Ralph Keyes con-
trofled the match at fly-half
and Mary's had precious little
ball. The big wind was an ad-
vantage they could never use,
More than that, Mary's didn't
give the impression of wanl-
ing a battle.

They trailed £-3 at the in-
terval and calculations then
suggested they would be lucky
o survive with anything less
than g 20 points hammering.
Bul Mary's are, by nature,
fighters, Faces fo the wind,
backs lo the wall; WeTE:
superb in the sscond half,

Kevin Potts and Steve Ja-
mesen, the locks, threw them-
selves headlong into the
confrontation - Jameson cons
trolling the middle of the line
out and Pots hurting Con
everylime be got the in his
bands. Close at the second
row's shoulder was flanker
Moel McCarthy and Mary's

at the very least, book-
ing ke Mary's,

Fer twenty minutes of the
second half, they trailed by
just one point and owned the
mateh, Hernan made a
marvellougly incisive run to
set up Mac Giolla Riogh but
the ily-hall was handtripped
with the line open. On
another occasion Declan Fan-
ning fipped up a short
for Potis who was stop
the line,

Then with Constitution
struggling to catch breath,
Keyes produced the kind of
momenl his performance sug-

ed was inevilable. Leni-

an went high to tzke a line

out, Keyes was o good 40

yards out when he streck the

drop goal. He could have

been 5U, the ball flew precisely
where the No 10iniended.

That was 7-1 and, still fac-
ing the big wind, Mary's now
had a mountain Lo climb. Con

on

struck before they could leave
the foolkifls. Mo 8 Barry Ho-
well winning a line out, Brad-
ey socking in the defence,
releasing to Keyes and the fly-
half's long pass found Kenny
Murphy bevond his centres,
Murphy iransferred to ithe
impressive left wing Denis
O'Drowd and thst was il

Murphy converted for 13-
3, only cight minutes re-
maincd and, on another day,
the crowd might have began
to flter away. Mot on this
day. Mary's, sure enocugh,
began the long climb back.
Potts, Fanning and MeCar-
thy set up Mac Giclla Riogh
for a try, Steve Hennessy con-
verted and that Jeft us with a
cuite thrilling conchasion,

Constitution are exasperat-
ing, Outstanding i the first
b l;:] n:ﬂlzgnllp when

Al (=1 e in
nnd.ry'nlmugh the first half
Con did look very formida-
ble. Phil Soden and Paul Mc-
Carthy are good props and
the Con scrum moves i anly
one directivn, But it was the
hunger and technique of the
forward unit which most
impressed in that first period.

The try which put Con in
froml came on len minues
when hm hit n1a|}m
out and orward for
the score. Coming away the
second row thanked his line
out essistant, McCarthy, and
reminded you thal in this
game nobody does much
without_help, Murphy, who
wag apain on top of hit gume,
ki the comversion badiy
but that didn't seem to mat-
ter,

Hennessy kicked a penalty
for Mary's 13 minutes before |
the break but at 4-3 down |
Mary's looked dead at half-
time, Their ressurcction en- |
sured thal an historic day was |
mar:]:d by & wery decent ‘
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