Bn!bmma s Dean McC'aﬂ'ney keeps an eye on the ball ar Tfmp.fewl'k Road’ yesterday

Mary’s escape after second half ﬂounsh

ST MARY'S CDLLEGE 12

BALLYMENA 7

From Brendan Fanning at Templeville Road

ST MARY'S: S5 Hennessy; T Gillen, V- Cunningham, R Heaman (capt), A

White; P MacGiolla Ria

Sﬂl?hima BKaana,DWnlny C O'Brien; K

Potts, S Jameson; B Gav n, P Kenny, N HI:CEIfTJ‘U'
BALLYMEMA: P Rainey capt: P Davidson, M Rainey, O Smith, D Smyth; D
MacAleese, R Brady; 5 Booth, 5 Smith, B McKenzie; T Lowry, D Tweed; D
MeCarnney, B Robinsan, W Pollock. Sub: ) Mﬂ‘..‘armajr for D McCartney.

Referse: R McDowell {mmj

IN every one of their league
games so far this season St
Mary’s had waited until the
second half to start playing.
It cost them dearly against
Constitution and Garryowen,
they sarvived against Wan-
derers and remarkably they
did it again against Bally-
mena.

The northern side opened
the match with the wind at
their backs and revenge on
their minds. Last week it was
the light blue of Garryowen,
who had inflicted on Bally-

mena their first leapue de-
feat. This week it was a blue
of a darker colour but the
crest on the jersey was the
same and the northern boys
went about their business
impressively.

They simply owned the li-
neouts where "flu victim De-
clan Fanning was badly
missed by Mary’s. Davy
Tweed, Tim Lowry .and
Brian Robinson had a field
day. And after a promising
start at the scrummage,

Mary's began back-pedalling

on their own ball. They com-
peted manfully in the loose,
and none moreso than
flanker Noel McCarthy, but
were doing so against a pack
who always held the initia-
tive. And inevitably it forced
them into conceding penal-
ties.

Ballymena outhalf, Derek
McAlecse punished the first
after four minutes with a
good 35 metre penalty for
Mary's going over the top at
a rock. But McAleese and
Philip Rainey missed sub-
sequent kickable awards, and
if they didn’t seem all that
important at the time, they
certainly did around 4pm.

After halfl an hour the
game had its first try when
scrumhball Rab Brady fed his
back row from a scrum. Pol-

lock, Robinson and MecCart-
ney all handled before winger
Davy Smyth, who later found
himself fielding more garryo-
wens than he would have
wanted, was held up on the
line. The resultant scrum was
collapsed and Tweed
smuggled his way over from
the tapped penalty. Seven
points up, no conversion and
still Mary’s struggled to get
involved.

Just  before halfl time,
Kevin Potts led the shake-up
when his charge for the line
was held up and followed by
flanker Barry Gavin who was
stopped at the price of a pen-
alty and three vital points for
the returncd Steve Hennessy.

They opened the second
half as they should have the
game, and within five min-
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utes they were ahead. A
reasonably steady Mary’s
scrum on the right saw the
ball move left, Cunningham
was missed out and looped
Heman in midfield, Hen-
nessy came into the line and
Cunningham popped up
again to support winger
Aiden White and score an ex-
cellent try., Hennessy's con-
version went in off the post
and thereafter eveything
went their way.

The scrum improved, the
lineout was shared rather
than conceded, and as Bally-
mena tried to run everything,
the previously absent tackles
materialised. Scrumhalf,
Seanie O'Beirme, added a
penalty in the closing min-
utes to complete the revival,
And what a revival it was.
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Brave Mary’s

halt Ballymena

ST. MARY'S COL............12 pls
BALLYMENA..........ccnneee 7 plsS

By Kieran Rooney

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE
severely dented Ballymena's
All Ireland League Division
One title ambitions by com-
ing from behind to defeat
the Ulster side in an excit-
ing contest at Templeville
Road yesterday.

And St. Mary's have
“‘every right to take a good
deal of satisfaction from the
win. When they were forced
to field without number
eight Declan Fanning, out-
‘half Garoid Doyle and
wing Ben Kealy the situa-
tion looked far from prom-
ising.

It appeared even worse
after Ballymena established
a 7-0 advantage in the first
half. Ballymena were at this
stage much the more effec-
tive side, dominating the
line-outs through second-
row Davy Tweed and gen-
_erally dictating the pattern
- of the game.
< But a vital penalty from

full-back Stephen Hennesy
just before the interval gave
St. Mary’s the encourage-
ment they needed. Helped
by the breeze in the second
half, they showed consider-
able character to overhaul
their rivals.

With wing-forward Noel
McCarthy proving an inspi-
rational figure, their for-
wards lifted their game and
the backs reponded by scor-
ing a beautifully worked try
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through impressive interna- |

tional centre Vincent Cun-
ningham five minutes after
the break.

Hennessy, a late call-up
in the St. Mary's reshufTfle,
put over the conversion
from near the touchline to
leave St. Mary's 9-7 ahead
and in a tense finish scrum-
half Sean O’Beirne added a
penalty three minutes from
time.

St. Mary's College — S. Hen-
nessy; A. Gillen, V, Cunningham,
R. Hernan (Capt), A. White; P.
MacGiolla Riogh, S. O'Beirne; B.
Keane, D. Whitty, C. O'Brien, K.
Potts, S. Jameson, B. Gavin, P.
Kenny, N. McCarthy.

Ballymena — P. Rainey
(Capt); P. Dawvidson, M. Rainey,
0. Smith, D. Smyth; D. Mc-
Aleese, R. Brady: S. Booth, 5.
Smith, B. McKenzie, T. Lowry,
D. Tweed, D. McCarthy, B. Rob-
inson, W. Pollock. Replacement:
J. McCarthy for D. McCarthy.

Referee — R, McDowell
(Munster).



THE IRISH W November 19, 1990

3= =

e o T

A B T

SPORT 17

- R

incent Cenningham has team-mates Brian Keane (left) and Stephen Hennessy in support as he races for the Ballymena hine
at Templeville Road on Saturday, —

(Photograph: Peter Thursficld)

Another surprise as St Mary’s triumph
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Gerry Thomley

AT the beginning of the season H would
w have seemned credible that Ballymena
elfectively be oul of contention al the
haif-way point of the Innaupural league.
g half-time i Templeville Road
on Sl.lllﬂlg li seemed equally Incredible to
think that 5t Mary's would emerge deserv-
Ing winners. But there you have W, Lhis All-
Ireland League has many good traits and
uppermost amongsl Lhem Is |15 wonderful
unpredictability.

Un the day when the Limerick clubs’ 100
per cenl records shreds by
crushlng defeats for hothy Spannon and
Young Munster, this 51 Mapy's victory did
nol qualily us the sheok of |5e day by any

means, yel If was 8 huge su in its own
right, Furthermore, the has (mmense
repercussions for beth. leams "

‘Mol unreasonahbly, given’ their shurp
season compared 10 the previous

5t Mary's were regarded g

the three Leinster TEpresentatives

One, However, thanks 1o home

over the respeciive [80ue und cup

Lefnster mnd ULSIET. 8t Mory's

In
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it

5 h mext week's away [fixiure to
m Malome secure In the knowledge
that victory st Glbson Park will give them a
six polnt cushion for their three gumes in
January. It Is now mot unrcasonable o
Erl.'clﬂ that they will finish the best of the

r trio and certainly relegation now
appears distinelly remote.

Whereas St Mary's may thus be able to
relax and enjoy thelr run-in, Ballymena will
need their extended Christmas break (they
are ldle pext week) to recover from the
ghock to thelr system.

Ballymena J]I‘ﬂdﬂl‘:l‘ ihe best passages of
running, handling and support play, even IF
L1l Ml?"! did produce the move of (he
match for the try of the match, The best
means of overcoming Ballymena s ta **get
In among them' and prevent them [from
establishing any sort of handling rythym —
in chort be destructive. By all aceounts this
Is whal Garryowen did lasl weck and,
drawing inspiration from that, St Mary's
set oul lo do the same.

ui Fge much of the Mirst-hall they singularly
fakicd, the lsts. withdrawal of lell winger
Ben Kealy, ouvt-bull Gearoid Doyle  wnd,
must  slgnificantly, Impirational  number
elght Declan Fanning not  helping  their
cause, Ballymena hooker Steve Smith, show.
Ing the belter side of his character afer last
week's  pasavoury publicity, handied the
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ball more than anyone on the pitch. Timmy
Lowry and Davey Tweed had the measure
of Kevin Potts and Steve Jameson at the
front und middle of the line outs, while
Nanker John McC: and Brian Robin-
sn reigned supreme st the wail. Only in the
loose, where Manker Noel McCarth

performed with typical puste, could St
Mary's compete adequately up fronat.

A filh minute penalty by Derek McAleese
and a 3nd minute short-range try from a
tap penalty by Tweed were the least
Ballymenn deserved, though Philip Rainey
missed a 13rd minute penalty and, when
you would have safely bet o week's
proceries on him, MeAleese pulled a 258b
minute 1ty wide from no more than 27
metres to the ket of the posts.

The ensuing turnaround was remarkable
and can be attributed to three key factors.
Having spent much of the [rst-hall
clutching ¥ in the air, St Mary's
transformed & frst-hall deficit of 4-13 in the
line-outs fto & second-half count of 10-8,
thanks 1o Jameson and, B the main, an
inspired Polts. Secomdly. the purous nature
of the 84 Muary"s midllels, which enabled
the Hallymens centres (iver Smith snd
Michael Rainey to make kengthy breaks In
the Miest-half, was tightened up considerably
und the sbiding memories of an evciling
Mnal quarter were two crunching fackles by

Ray Herman en Ofliver Smith and Philip

Rainey, Thirdly, 51 Mary's bombarded the

Ballymena lefi-winger Davy Smyth, cruelly

mﬁt his buttery hands and defensive
tics

Steve Heanessy, recalled Late in the week.
struck an important penalty into the wind
in first-half injury time, and thea added a
touchline conversion via Ihe wpright to
Yincenl Cunningham's 45th munute 1y
aflter the classy Irish ceotre had looped
around Herman and then Hennessy to score
in the cormer. 5t Mary's lesi a five yard
sirike againct the head and Hennessy saw a
6lst minute penalty rebound from the past
befare Sean O'Beirne landed a THth minute
shorf-range penally harshly awarded against
the unfortusnte Smyth for nol releasing the

had been enlirely in
kecping with the ftful trend of 51 Mary's
matches thus far. In all four games they
have handed the initial running W the

E
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Magnificen

THAT the long-awaited breath of
fresh air, the All-Ireland League, is
now highly successfully permeating
Irish rugby is dramatically
illustrated by the newspaper reports
of Saturday’s games.

All the stops have been pulled out.
From Cork the dramatic Constitution win
over Shannon is described by this writer as
“a rare swashbuckling display, played with
refreshing verve.” -

From the Lansdowne-Wanderers tie
we read about a “thriller”. The St.
Mary's-Ballymena cruch game is “highly
exciting”.

And the League leaders, Garryowen,
we read, “ran in four superb ties™ at
Dooradoyle against Malone.

HALCYON

For the first time since the halcyon
days of the forties and fifties the crowds are
returning to watch club fare. The full-house
of over 4,000 at Temple Hill was a ground
record. Shannon came from Limerick,

By SEAN n_m_“_.m..._

filling a train, several coaches, not to
mention the array of private cars.

in beating Engvacs Alison Grant

t Munster!

And that sort of “away™ support has’

been a feature of the AlIL, particularly in
the enthusiasm of the Munster clubs.

And why should this competition be
turning out to be such a triumph for
Munster, with their three first division
sides, Garryowen, Constitution and
Shannon filling the top three places in the
League at the halfway stage?

The answer I received in the happy
aftermath of the match at Temple Hill on
Saturday was: “This is just an extension of
a typical Munster Cup campaign and all
which that entails. Now the whole country
is learning what it means.”

And the whole country certainly is.
gone are the days when club matches of
importance were observed by a man and a
dog. The lively impact of competition is

making all the difference and the impact is
now, for the first time in Irish rugby
history, a national one not just a provincial
affair.

PROFESSIONAL

It is significant too, that Constitution

and Garryowen, in particular, have
mounted a highly professional approach to
the organisation of their home ties. Their
attention to media requirements is an
indication of their respect for the interests
of the general rugby public.
. The position now in division one is
(number of matches played in brackets): 8
pts., Garryowen (4); Constitution (5). 6
pts., Shannon (4). 5 pt., Ballymena (5). 4
pt., St. Mary's (4); Lansdowne (4). 3 pts.,
Instonians (3). 2 pt.,, Wanderers (5), Zero
pts., Malone (5).

Each side will play eight matches in
the AIL. In division two, the Munster
onslaught is much more muted with Old
Wesley leading the way for Leinster with a
full 10 points from their five matches.

Bangor are next, a point behind with
Young Munster, following that hiccup

In the Quadrangular Tennis Championship at Clonskeagh yesterday. P~

against Ureystones now three points ofT the
lead.

Next Saturday the first division
leaders, Garryowen are at Lansdowne
Road to meet Lansdowne, Constitution go
north to take on Instonians and Shannon
arc at home against visiling Wanderers.

St. Mary's, having beaten off the
considerable challenge of Ballymena are
well fancied to gain further points ai the
m.xumnmn of the luckless Malone in Gibson

ark.

After Saturday's ties the
Interprovincial Championship takes over
and the AIL will not be resumed until
January 5, 12 and 26 when the last three
series take place.

One interesting development, halfway
through this inaugural AIL, is that the
clubs are beginning to realise that the
IRFU were probably right after all: that
the demand for the five division
competition may not be a good idea and
that the IRFU may be given the green light
to persist with the present formula for a
while longer.
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