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R THE FIRST time in the 92 vears history of the competi-

v, Bechve Rangers and 8t M
sl of the Leamnster Sentor Cup.

ary’s College wall mect in the
Satwrday’s semu-finals at Lany-

wnc Road ended contrary to expectations, with Bective beaung
snderers 239 and St Many's removing Lansdowne, the holders,
9 and on the splendid form shown by the winners, an exciling
al 15 in prospect neat Saturday. Bective, whose lasl succews
4 in 1962, have won the trophy 12 tmes and 5t Mary’s have
me through three times —in 1958, 1969 and 1971.

bective RANTERE .oovineeeiie: 20
M anderers ... ... RESRRET 2 B

The smprovement shown by Bes-
€ in recent weeks has been adon-
ung lor they have produced the
wi comirociive altacking foatball
any team an the cug‘. and each
play has boen better than the pre-
suy one Adminiedly, they were
voured by the bounce of the ball
 the dry, hard pitch, but they
sened the sooring fith a handling
averneat of superb quality and the
sor-sharpacss of (har reactions
abled them to snap up three fur-
er opponumilicy ol tnes,

l B'f

PAUL MacWEENEY

Thare whowld we no argument
il Ahe supEnefay of ihe wde
viehy esroage ih line [oue Times
yileg beepung their awn iniksdd, yel
ange av it may sem, Wanderen
Cup wallicient 1ys0nng opens
gy 16 hase cmerged wath ihe
nils only to sce the vital paw go
ray every time. All thiv made for
match of high quality and cons
usl ex<uement and the whales
arted nj'r!lute of the spe<talon
the end was a inbute 1o onc of
: hinevl cup iy scen for a long
e pasl,

The first score, in the 1%k
aute, conflirmed the kil and cons
e acquired by Hecinve with
i second  round  victory over
C.D. From a swtum on the night
nd wide near the Wanderern 26
> ball wan pased smoothly 1o the
t wing where O'Driscoll took the
e uthing gnude oa the bur
rong-footing the cover, he linked
with Anderwon and from O'Car.
| ard Muiphy the sconng pasw
s eapertly taken by Byrne on the
tht wing for & gem of a try at the
raer flag. the movement covening
¢ width of the ficld in cach direc-
n

When Steen added 3 pemaliy goal
the 22nd menute, Rective were
ding high. but 0 the envung 18
pnuies, Wanderers could well have
wnged a deficil of 7 points into an
iterval lead — inatead they found
iermaelves Turiher betund — 303,
v hall tme.

ON TARGET

Ia the 2%k minute Frvar war an
aigzt with & swestlyaireck penaliy
ihot lrom &% yards and three minutey
later Brady, <oming in from the
tghl wing. look. mm §A-pasy Trom
Kewvin Mynn lnrm wilth manics
ineg e g far 1ha ling
Wihen chillenged, be hichod abead
and had the ball run over the
line he must have scored, but it
siopped  gunt shont and he could
not conirel 1l before a defender pot
ihe toch-down. Thea Enwor miswd
fra mmuch the tame place as he had
Janded hiv goal and for a second
lime Rrady could nol furn an ank.
ward bounce for the delence into
lhe ovwealial paiai

Twmo incdeniv follomed which
really decided the iswue. Farit of all
Crsor, in martking a high Lk, suf-
[ered a panlully bruned muscle
[ram O Driscoll™s tackle. and when,
in the wecond minuie of injury Lme,
Steen bloched down a kick by Freer
and ran 40 yardy for the smap ory,
he Wanderers full back war unable
o pive chase,

Fraor had to depart 3t the intere
val and did not revume for 13
minules, yei in hin absence. Tommy
Dovie took over the goal-hiching
Juiy and reducad the pap w 7
poinin, 3 manute after the sewump-
won. but an spiic of several thntl-
ng bandling movement an whuh
ame of the forvards handled and
an as dingerouly an the bacls,
be fimvhing 1ouihes amply cou'd
ot be apphied and the Hectine
srum-ball, Andervon, scaled it wp
o all inients and parpowes an the
% h muinute when be nipped around
 agtumy on the line, heeled by
Vandercis, 1o dive  underseath
{cCirath for a try.

Dayle gor another peraliy poal
or Wanderers four munutes fater,
ut  while Pxiing’s  eover  was
retched 10 the limit om several
ccamons  subeequently, o never
sprtulated and with wpiaal oppore
snivm,  they had the Jat word,
vine faviening ea 1o a shon Lick
sead by Andenon to spnnl 15
rds for the law score. Steen, who
d converied b own first-hall try,
ding the paints.

NOW FAVOURITES

(ya thils ewidinge, Peciive, mha
vy Tvam have surprised thomueleds
far, will certainiy start a1 €r¢A
sy meat Saturday, The retoin of
st shrewd captain and Woigaan,
arongy, wha had been abienl
ainu UIC I, lent both strength
d puipose to & pack an which
sgee wat dominant al the ling-ouin
d the red-haired O°Carroll a pous
e ball of fire in the loose. I thove
o were oulsanding the ather nt
celled all previous form tha wea-
n, and the backs reyponded avadly.

Anderon  was  the buwest  of
oim = halves  ard ool - vhone
cCirath; Sicen wan the ideal | nk
out-hall, the cenirer, Murphy ard
zpatrich, moved inlo the pas
gresinely and the wings, (X1
| and Hyrne were alent for any
wuble wornng chance, With a re-
ble full:-back in Toner, rhis all
Jed up to 8 moal eflicuent fcam
Vautly to their credit, Warderen
ight pigerishly nrght 1o the ¢nd
| bt wan their Jday. There wav a
at deal of hard, sarelligemt play
the forwards. wih  Hourle,
yle and him Flyrn povng dre-
'nt thecas, buat while Mofirath
i out & long wervice, Kavim [lyan
L denved BAY papi A a ballocar.
' while 1the Rective defence man
1 1o the mansce of hin shon
4 ahcad Keentackling Leps Cone
ve and Freer on a tight resn, and
le Brady hav hine phanical svenn
1he pipht wing, bhe lacks resaurce
n the Ball iv an ike graasd ard
vat, perhaps, fanunale lar Rece
ihat the more elunve Mol ennan
mare himited opportuniiies The
ry 1o Enwr cermnly war 2
i blaw. but there can be no
yinE the vinlue of Rectives
iy
. Masgpers e y
.ll.l:r'-w. s -:«.-.rn 13 S'n-'..:'
LY LY & v iy T i
=iw foagd ), 1 Warkaai J Lawt
Hogre. B loig-wd, [ O Beans, D
& 0 O asl
s s wrn - L Fease, | Pepds, W
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I the rapidity of Bective's mic
way uneipected, the demise
Lamdonac’s pomer-nouse pack wat
cven mote surpninng. writes PAUL
AMeWEENEY.  Fleven pomts be-
bund after 32 munutes they came
bark inlg contention wih 2 pens
aliy goal oa the stroke of bl
ume but not caul hall-an-heur-of
the second penod had clapied did

they secseed 1n crosung the ball,

way line, Then when all wirtually
was lowt they A & flotmnp
finnh, But the day wat 1o end on
an even sadder note for them for
i the second nunste of nury
. H1 sht oentre
it ol g Mool BB skt

Liks Dodise, 34 Sary s have
L T . anJll I dhd g
whce emanging from v bonk of
defeat wn their Dirdl Suling spminl
ld Wieslew, The [oreards o
majeitally w  the <ballenge of
whai way raicd to be almoat ihe
Bewt <lub pack in the counuy and
with Deniy Hichie showing & re-
fuim o the dask and fore which had
brought hsm anteraational honsury
im 1971 and 1971, they owiplaved
the oppovlion comprehenunely,

Hickip made the fust try and
wored the second hemsell and the
othee weven responded aplendidly to
his example=—not least the hooler.
Alberte  Andreucelti, wha  has
woted a Iry wn cach of the cup
ties wo far and very nearly added
1 wecond in the second halll

This, i {31, way a memorable
day for the Mxhie family. The
returm of Tony to [ull-back after
an_ injury Rng wocks ago which
hed sccmed bikely to pat hm out
of action (or the remunder of the
campaign was thumphantly seocew-
ful tar at bus best, as on Saturday,
there 1t no mote rehuble Lelder
under prevwre and he Wiy % gudi
av ever in tvmaeg ho advinoes inilo
the aitack,

The sonliderce he imypired 19
the other backy was abundanily
clear, and ewpesially 30 in the case
of Murphy who came right out of
his shell o handie, run and bick
with 18¢ Wall he has long bren
Lnowna to posiess but too ofuen has
becn hidden, Hiv form was sush
that Mofones. with the Liom tour
W adon in proaped, was able 1o
sonling hemsell 10 wnding oul a
conuitent servide withoot reeding
o takg any ks with hiy famous
individual ~ breaks, - The centres
Faul Andreacenti and the promining
rewcomes, Keanedy, seldom  al-
Iwnr'lad mere thanm they feit they
could sccomplivh and of Grace way
not ar apectacular as an the pree
viouy r . he wo a delightful
iry and iainly  Wén (he keen
dur] agemit hiy salematlonal pival,
Becher,

I this war St Mary's most atnks
ing doaplay of Lhe scason, with
just one more hurdle ahead, it wan
Lamdowne s moat ineffectne. The
foraardy fourd themiclves  ens
methed an & net frem whech they
could rol ewcape wall the oppou-
tom, a forward skort alter Murphy
had bad to retae an the 20h mine
ute of 1he second ha'lf with & dam-
aged hmec. Bepan fo wail 18 e
eenp monuies.

IThe draly and  wduelations 13
froml plaged a heavy burden on
thowe behind and not ustd he wat
alforded g mearore of freedom near
the ¢nd, could Qunn make any
impadt as a sunner. Thi reacted
on the otntres, for Kena and
Gileeson sooght far oo [prequently
to blast a pavage by (UlLAg 10"
vide and suh tactés foundered on
the tivk of sold nacking

As has bgin wea on many an
ogcavion thiy weawon, they faded 10
prng their wings sulfcieatiy mio
the proiure and thi was particulstly
frutranng for Becher when, alter
Murphy's departure, Grace had 10
st to fullback wak Teny Hidkie
ot out-ball ard Wiggleworth o
the miht wamg It would have
womed  logwal, then, tn hasve
mowed the ball conunually towards
the sanate: on the lefi, but poor
Becker only pecenved it by chance,
and seidom a1 thal

DANGEROLS WORK

Dangerour work 10 @ fuck proved
contly lor Lamsdomne 0 the Teh
minute, Grace onverung the pomt-
Blank offering and eight minutes
later Dend Mwkie made ho fust
hoke i the oppoung delenge whea
he burst away froam leose play,
found Wigglcawonh up for the pas
and Alberio Andewein completed
the job with a dynamic dash aver
the laal ten yardi In the 3Ind
minule Hikie charged down 2
clearance by Lynam and whippod
up the bouncing ball o cover 20

rda 1o the line, but Quunn reisd

mvdowne' s droopang  apinls woilh
s 10 yards peaalty goal just belore
the inicrval.

Such was the inlensily of Si.
Mary's preswire on the relumplion
that their thord Try cama as no
surprose, and it aad beavtifully con-
mived by Murphy. werving Keanedy
and coming autide the <entre o
rake Ihe next pasi. A long paw to
Grace gave Ihe wing all the space
he needed 10 surge pau Becher and
Meredeh in & disgonsl spnm for
the cormer flag, for a Wy of ths
highest qualay.

5 Mary’s moved oul any fear
ol bemg <aughl when  Murphy
prked up a pawm off hiv ooy in
the I0th minute and I8 & <ufung
rum to the left wpotted & gap near
the lrme throiwh which be cut like
a kaife. Ay be grounded the Ball
he colided beavly with the cormer
Mag and had 1o relire. wlter whiet
1 anvsdivenie msde ther Tant (hing for
sutvival, whioh, however, yielded
no more than a by by lagla, whn
forced a pavuage from & sk on
the lime & minutes from the end,
Quimn comverting
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caught‘in the Lansdowne cover, in the secon
Cup semi-final at Lansdowne Road o
- —(Photo:

i ? S £ : e ¥ B
The St. Mary’s scrum-half, John Moloney, finds himsel

d Leinster Senio!
n Saturday.
Dermot O'Shea.



